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He is not a Few that is one ourwardly, Rom. 2. 28. 
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Faith and Experience 
Briefly Declared 


Concerning | 


God, Chriſt, the Spirit, the Holy Scrip- 


cures, the Gofpel and DoQtrines thereof. 
ALSO, - | 


The Titular or Nominal Chriſtians 


Faigh and Prefctfion Examined, Tryed and 
Judged; Written for the Confirmation and Con- 


folation of the one, and tor the Information in order to the 


Reftoration and Salvation of the other. 


Witha few Words Coricerning Cqn- 


ſcience,” what it is, how it became Def» 
led, Corrapred, and in Bondages ard howir 
may become Cleanſed, Purified, and fer at. 
Liberty again, and what that Liberty is. - | 
To which is added a {mall Treatiſe Concer- 
ning Evil Thoughts and Imaginations.” and con- 
' cerning Good Thoughts and Heavenly Meditations. 
Witha few words concerning the Lite, State 
and Enjoyment of a true Chriſtian. 
Avg alſo his Worſhip wherein it ſtands. and how performed. 


By William Shewen, b 


—_ 


He that hath the Bride is the Bridgroom, Joh. 3. 29. 

He that hath the Son hath Life, he that bath nov the Son hath noj 
Life, Joh. 5.6. : 

Darkneſs is paft, and the true Light now ſhineth, 1 Joh. 2. 8: 

Toe people that ſat in Darkneſs have ſeen a great Light ; they that dwelt 
in the ſhadow of death, upon them hath the Light ſhined, IC g. 2. + 

Every one that doth evil, hateth the Light, Joh. 3. 20, 21. 
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'The-ContenTs: 


”_ | Oncerring God. TW Page 39 
 . . Concerning Chriſs. .. '.45 


Core” Concerning the oly Spirit. 51 
Concerning the boly Scriptures. © 55 


' . Concerning the doGrine of Repentance. 58 


Concerning Mortification.. 66 
Concerning Sandification. 7h 


Concernin r Tnſtification- ERP.” - ; 
mide ks and. the Lords 
. Supper. © ws, To 
Concerning the Univerſal 1. ove of God 
. to all Mankind. _ © 


93 
Cencerning FleGion and Reprobation.97 . 


Concerning Temptation. . .. I Io, 
Concerning a Holy Life, 118 


Concerning the Motion. of the Spirit. of 
God, and the Spirit of the old Serpent 
\ in the Hearts of men. . 34 
Concerning Revelation. 2 ma 
Concerning the Goſpel or gladtydings.136 
Concerning Grace, ' and living under it, 
growing up in it 5 and of poſſubility of 
falling away from it. 145 
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- TheC *ontents. - 


Cl oncerwing Outward and - Hp Miz- 
" racks. 152 
Concerning PerfeGion. 163 


A few Words by way of Aavice Ft; 


Councel to ſach as believe ze the Light 
and deſire to be Children ofit. 175 


| Concerning Conſcience what it 75, &c. 203 


Concerning Evil Thoughts and Inags- 
rations, and Good Thoughts _ 


Heavenly Meditations. 


FE the Life, State aud Expo 


ment of a true Chriſtian. 


| Cl oncerning the Chriſtian Warſhip , Kr 


it ſtands in,” and how performed. 538 


| A few Words added to the Senſible 


eader. 49 
Concluding with a Brief Teſfbiviony a- 
gainſt ſuch, who by wearing the Cloak, 
. : of Rel: gion, gain Credit , get Widows 
- wnd Orphans Money to. Fncreaſe 
' Trade by Land and TO and then 
Break, W 


HOU mazeſt know, that in! this 
x . - "Part of the World call'd Chri- 


as” 


READER. 


Friend; 


ſtendom, the 2ame Chriſtian 7s 
very famous, and that there are few 
therein but deſire to be call d by that 
Name, and a high and great Frofeſſi- 
on of Chriitianity abounds amongſt the 
divers SeFs therein, all coveting the 
Name of Chriſtian 3 but the Chriftian- , 
Life, the Chriſt-like Life, azd the Na- 
ture of: Chriſtianity 7s zwch wanting 5 
and the Fruits and Efets of the Holy 
Spirit of Chriſtianity are much want- 
ing among them all®, and the contrary 
much abounds, whereby an Evil Savour 
is ſent forth to the Nations round about 
called, Heathens and Infidels : For, 
there is ſcarce any ſort of wickedneſs to 

B 


- 


he 


2 To. the Reader. 

be found upon the face of the whole Farth, 
which is*'not done and committed in this 
part of th"Warld, caltediChriſtendom, 
whereby the Jews and Heathen, inſtead 
of $eing Converted,are ſtrengthened and 
confirmed in their Infidelity, Ignorance, | 
Blindneſs ad TIdolatry : For, where 
this Nominal or Titular Chriſtian hath 
prevailed (as among: the Americans) he 
hath ſent forth ſuch a_ ſtink and, ill $a- 
vour, by his abominable inhumane Pra- 
Fices, that the name of Chriſt is blaſ- | 
phemed, and the \ Chriſtian 'Religion |* 
hated , by many that have. heard the 

Fame and report thereof. 
Had the [ ife of Chriſt, and the Na- 
ture of Chriſtianity been known and li: 
wed in, by all that profeſs the Name, 
Chriſtendom had beer as a fruitful 
'Field, and as :a pleaſant Garden enclo-) 
ſed, and-as a Vineyard wall d about ful} 
of Trees of Righteouſneſs, axd Plants} 
of God's own right Hand planting; 
and the Tree of Life would have flow 
rifn d among them in the midſt thereof, 
and the leaves of the ſame. would haw| 
healed 
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To the Reader. 3 
healed the Nations round about, and it 
would: have been as a City ſet upon an 
Hill, which cannot be hid; and as a 
Lamp that burneth, being fed with ſweet 


 Opl; and as a Glorious 7 ight that ſhis 


weth; and many. would have fled unto 
it, as unto a City of Refuge, and have 
walked in the I ight thereof, and have 
ſeen and bebeld gheir good Works, and 
have Glorified their Father which is in 
Heaven 5 and they would have lain 
down as a Flock of Harmleſs Lambs to- 
gether , ſolacing themſelves in the Gree 
Paitures of Life and Salvation, in the 


low V alley, and on the top of that holy 


 Monntain , where no Deſirozer is, nor 


none can makg afraid: 
Where the Lion eats 1 11.7, 8, 9. 
Straw Jike the Oxe, 


-# and where the Sucking Child plays 


on the-Hole of the Aſp, and the wea- 


{ ned Child puts his hand on the Cock- 


atrice's Den without hurt. And the 
Earth would have been full of the know- 


 ledgeof the T ord, as the Waters cover 


| the Seas And this 


Song would have 
B beers 


4. To the Reader. 
beer in Chriſtendom, ' as in the Land of 

'Y Judah , We have a 

| fa. 26, 13-2. ſirong City ; Salvati- 
&'h To on will God appoint 
| | for Walls and Bulwarks: and the 
: | Gates thereof would: have been open to 
| them. as a righteous Nation , that keep- 
=: as c | . = 
- If eth the Truth, that they might have en- | 
i! tred in., and dwelt ſafely this would 
| | '  havebeen the State of Chriſtendom. | 
| Put, alas ! alas! the quite contrary 
appears : Inſtead of being as a Fruitful | 
Field, 2d as a Pleaſant Garden ex- | 
” | » Cloſed, and as a Vineyard planted and | 
207! walled about , bearing Fruit unto God, | 
9 | and flouriſhing with Trees and Plants of | 


a9 
« 


4! his own right hand planting 3 tis like a| 

” Fs Deſart, Howling Wilderneſs, full off 
Ws i Briars and Thorns, and hurtful Weeds, 

* bf whereby the good Seed that was ſown is; 

Fo  choaked, and the noble Plant degenera-| 

82 ted from, and become the Flant of aj 

ſtrange Vine , which brings forth tht 

4 ſower Grapes, which Makes the Wine 0 f 
| Sodom , which fills the Whores Cup, 

$ whereby Nations are made drunk; 


To the Reader.” = 
And intead of being like a F lock of 
harmleſs I ambs, and tying down toge- 
ther in Love and Unity, feeding in the 


green Paſtures of I ife aud Salvation, in 


the low Valley, and a top of the Foly 
Mountain, where no Deſtroyer is, they 
are like unto a Ferd of Swine, that is © 
peſſeſſed, and runs violently inta the Sea, 
and that walloweth in the Aire; and 
like the Wolf, Pear,T ion, Aſp and Cock- 
atrice, which the little Child hath not 
power over but their devouring and 
poiſonous Nature remains, which makes 
them prey one upon another, bite and de- 
Vonr one another, hate and murder one 
another , even under the Profeſſion and 
Name of Chriſt and Chriſtianity : So 
inſtead of being as a City, whoſe Walls 
are Salvation, and as the heavenly Je- _ 
ruſalem, they are l;ke Sodom, Gomor- 
rah and Babylon : And inſtead of be- 
ing like a Lamp that burneth, being fed 
with ſweet Oyl,and a I ight that ſhineth, 
they are like a Lamp that's gone out, and 
a Candle nnder a Ped or Euſhel , which 
gives no light to others : Inſtead of the 
B Z Meek- 


Po 


6 ' To the Reader, 

| Meekneſs, Love, Brotherly-kindneſs, 
 Gentleneſs, Patience, Long-Suffering, 
Forgivene(s , Innocency , Goodneſs, 
Harmlefneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Hea- 
vetily-mindedneſs of Jeſus , which he 
and. his Followers were and are indued 
withal, the quite contrary abounds ;, and 
get a Profeſſion of Jeſus in words is not 
wanting in theſe Nations called Chri- 
ſtendom 3 ſo that Iſaiah's Viſſor, Sight 
= or Prophefie is fulfil- 
Tia. 3. 9, 13. led therein, The ſhew 
| of thejr Countenance 
doth. witneſs againſt them, and they 
declare their Sin as Sodom , they hide 
it not: Woe unto their Soul ; for 
they haye rewarded Evil unto them- 
ſelves : Children are their Oppreſlors, 
and Women rule over them : Oh my 
People ! they which lead thee, cauſe | 
thee to Err , and deſtroy the way of | 
thy Paths, exc. a ew. 
Iz this day alſo this Propheſte is ful- | 
filed in Chriſtendom, | 
Seven Women ſhall ! 
take hold of one Man, ſaying, We 

Sb will 
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To: the Reader 9 


will cat aur own Bread; and wear our 
own Apparel, only let.us be called: by - 
thy Name, to take away ourreproach, . 
Theſe ſeven Women are-( or may, fitly: be 
compared to) the perſet fall number of 
all the Fitular Chriſtians of a// the di- 


vers Seeds and Opinions in whole Chri- 


ſtenclom, who profeſs the Name of ' hriſt, 
and call © hriſt their Fathand, but play. 
the Harlot with other I overs, and eat 
their own Pread, which is the forbidden 


Fruit (and the old gatherd Manna) 


and wear their own Apparel, which they 
h:ve fowed together with their own 
hands, and formed by their own /nven- 
tions, to cover their Nakedneſs in Tranſ- 
greſſion 5 But the Nord God, whom 
they have tranſereſſed-againſs , is come 
down to walk in his Gardenzand he finds 
7t over-grown with Weeds, Thorns, Pry- 
ars and Thiſtles ; but wither the Weeds, 
Trees, nor Fig-Tree-1 eaves of Profeſſu- 
on, though ſowed together, and made like 
a Garment of Modeſty and {ighteouſe 
neſs, car hide from his All ſeeing Eye. 
the Word Adam, where art thou? 7s 


B 4 fJoun- 


3- To the Reader, | 


ſounded forth, and he and all his Works 
"are found out, and the hidden things of 
Eſau are found out, and the Farth can 
220 longer cover her ſlain : But the Blood 
of Righteous Abel cries, and the Souls 
under the Altar cry , How long Lord, 
how long will it be ere thou avenge 
thy (elf on them that dwell on the 
Earth, and yet þrofeſs thy Name, and 
thy Sons Name, and ſay, Thus faith 
the Lord, when they have not heard 
thy Voice, nor ſeen thy Shape, nor 
known thy wonderous works in the 
Deep, nor regarded the operation of 
thy hand? | k 
Becauſe of theſe things the cry of the 
Righteous hath .beea unto the Lord in 
all Ages, and is now in this Age, even 
becauſe of the Hatred and Bloodineſs 
of Cain about Religion and Worſhip, | 
and becauſe of the F'nrvy of Eſau about | 
the Bleſſing > and becauſe the great | 
Whore, who ſits upon the Waters, and | 
rides upon the Beaſt, and calls her ſelſ | 
_ the Lambs Wife, and holds forth her | 
Golden Cup, full of Abominations, with 


which 
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| To the Reader. 2H 
which the Nations (even thoſe cated 
Chriſtendom) are made drunk, hath ſo 
far prevailed. | T 
© And becauſe the Waters on which the 
Whore ſitteth , which are Nations, 
Tongues and People 5 and the Peaſt on 
whom ſhe rides, takes her Golden ( wp 
for the Cup of«-Bleſſang, and for the Gold 
that is tried in the Tire, and the Wize of 
Fornication , for the new Wine of the 
Kingdow. * | 
» And becauſe this great Whore is taken 

for the Bride, the- Lamb's Wiſe; the 
Harlot for the Spouſe of Chriſt 5 the Ti- 
tular Chriſtian for the True 5 finally, 
becanſe Light 3s called Darkneſs, and 
Darkneſs Light ; Good Fil, and 
Evil Good. | 

T7 ſa : becauſe of This made Jeremy 
theſe things the wiſh his Head were 
Cry and Breathing Waters, and his Eyes 


Fa a Fountain of Tears 
of the Souls of the hat. he might weep 


Righteous is nnto gay and night for-the 


the Lord, that he. \liin of the Daughter 
would take away of his People, Jer. 9. 
the Veil that is 12-This made Chriſt 


ſpread 


"EF : 


Mel RR Owe BD RN te ts 5 " 5 — 
he : 4 3 . £ . _—e" _ m_ 
L £ 1 I "F , J 
2k " . < 2 : : : 
_ _ <4. Av it wa Far o : It g s . wW on LG, * 
nt. a m_ n FS . "_ 
I A _ -W. W Ar TS". wp yW 
- wt aka . ORIG - 6-9. ——_—_ "_ PS? CREST 


OB A ie ht 6 


= 
eps to 


n 
- oy i n 


7 Fes 1i+643;-4. {4 , . m 
ant oem mmm 


= 


—_ To the Reader. 
to weep over Jeru- ſpread over the 


ſalem, and Paul tO Perrts of all Peo- 


wiſh himſelf ſeparate ; 
from Chriſt for his 4 le by Ir anſereſſ 
07 , ana open the 


Brethrens ſake. This | 
made the Prophets, Blind Eye,and H1- 


Apoſtles, and Mini- SFop the Deaf Ear, 
fters willing to ſpend #hat his Glory may 
and be ſpent, and to be ſeew, and his 
run toand tro, that ' J/z-s heerd, and 


Knowledge might be "2" 

encreaſed, and Pco- the 9 6pmmml yſte 

ple yndeceived. es of goalineſs & 
FINE Iniquity revealed. 


And that people may come to Iook up- 
on him whom they have pierced ,, aud 
mourn over him, even him whom they 
have kiſſed with their I ips, but betrayed 
in their Fearts, and ſo come to that 
Godly forrow which leadeth 'to Repen- 
tance, and a turning unto him, who re- 
deemeth from all theſe _ and brins. | 
geth into favour with God again , and | 
giveth right 'to eat of the Tree of Life, | 
and to enter through the Gate into the 
City, even the Feavenly Jeruſalem ; 
which that all may partake of and inhes- | 
rit, is the deſire of the True Chriſtian, | 


who | 


To the Reader. IT 
who hath- received the Gofpel of Peace 
and Good: will to all men; the which, 
that thou may attain unto, take the coun- 
ſel of one who was a Child of Wrath as 
well as others, and once lived in the Na- 
ture of Cain and Eſau, and was one of 
them in whom the J| hore fate, and was 
deceived by hey Golden (up, and drank, 
of the Wine of her Fornication and 
once tork the Vi hore for the F amb's 
Wife , the Farlot for the true Woman, 
Babylon fox Jerufalem, Aziichriſt for 
Chriſt, the Titular Chriſtian for the 
True : But now hnoweth that the Son of 
God is come, and a good underſtanding 
given, whereby he knyweth him that is 
true, and is in him that is true; and 
hath received M3ſdom to trace the Eagle 
in the Air, an4 the Serpent on the 
Rock , and the Adulterons Woman, 
who eateth the Forbidden Fruit ) and 
wipeth her Mouth, and ſaith, She hath 
done none Evil 3 ad is now arquain- 


' ted with the Wiles and Myſterions lors 


kings of him, who is more. ſubtile than 
all the Beaſts of the Field ; and is come 


to 


F2 To the Reader: 


to the Rending of the Veil, and the 1a+ _ 
king "ff the Covering. and to the falling 
7 the Scales from his Fyes, and to the 
evel ation of the two great MySeries of 
Godleniſs and Tniquity 3 1 ſay unto thee, 
whoſoever thou art that readeſt theſe 
words, ( and knoweſt not the ſame) Turn 
zhy mind inward, commune with thy 
own heart, and be ſtill; ſtand in awe 
and (in not ; fear to offend that Holy 
Spirit which ſeaicheth thy Heart, and 
love the Reproofs thereof; for its the 
way of Life ; and wait low in the | 
ſame, until that Eye be opened in thee | 
that can ſee Gods Salvation , that he |! 
hath appointed unto the ends of the {| 
' Earth :; then wilt thou rejoyce there- 
in... And ceaſe from Man whoſe Breath | 
is in his own Noſtrils, and ſpeaks the | 
ftudied Irventions of his omn currupt | 
Heart, and the Traditions of his Fore- |; 
Fathers; and yet ſaith, Thus faith the | 
Lord, wher he hath not ſpoken unto him, | 
nor heard his Voice, nor ſeen his Shape ; | 
but ſpeaks the Conceivings and Divina- | 
tions of his own Brain, and the Uncer- 
tain | 


To the Reader: 13 
tain Notions of his 
own Spirit ; The * li- 
ſtening and hearken- 
ing to this, and fol- 
lowing of this in the 
particular and in the general, is the 
univerſal Ground and Root from 
whence ſpring all the Diverſities of 
Sects and Erroneous Opinions upon 
the Face of the Earth 5 azd froze this 
ariſeth all the Willing and Kunning, 
Self- Righteouſneſs , Will-Worſhip , Vo- 
luntary Fumility , and Intruſion into 
Things which are not ſeen in theVifion of 
God, but being vainly puffed up in 


*The Root of all 
D:v;hon, Erro- 


neous Opinions 
and Sets, 


fleſhly Mind : Now this thou art to ceaſe 
from in thy own particular ; for thou 
wert not created to follow thy own 
Thoughts, Conceivings, and Imagina- 
tions, zz0r the Motions of the Fleſh, nor 
Enticements of the Serpent Put ano- 
ther Guide is appointed for thee which 


all that are ignorant of, go aſtray frour 
their louth. © 


Now, this Guide is not afar off, that 


thou needeiF ſay, Who ſhall aſcend, or 


' deſcend, 


T4 To the Reader. 
deſcend, or go. beyond: the. Seas to 
fetch it 5 but its nigh thee, in thy mouth 
and in thy heart, that thou mayet hear 
#, and obey it. aud be guided by it- 
nd that thou mayeſt know its Voice, 
and Teaching, and Guidance from all 
ether Voices and Teachings, T will in a 
few words ſet before thee an Infallible 
way, ard ſhew thee Certain Marks and 
Tokens thereof; for its kaown by its 
Work and Operation. i 
Firſt, If thou art (as all are before 
the. New Creation is kyawe ) without 
Form, and Void, Derkweſs being over 
the Face of the Deep 3, if thou art as the 
Waters, or one cover'd with Darkneſs 3 
yetthe Spirit of God moveth upon the 


Waters, and is ready to mork in thee, 


and to form thee into a ( omelineſs : and 
the true I ight ſhines in thee.though thou 
art Darkneſs, in order to fhew thee the 
way on of it: Ani thou #2azeſt know 
this Fioly Spirit that moveth- upon the 
Waters , and the Voice of it, from thy 
own Spirit , Thoughts and Imaginati- 
015, and from the voice of the ; —_— 


becauſe 
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*becanſe it always mo- * An Infallible 
veth againſt every Ap- Mark of the Ho- 


' pearance of Fuil, and 1 YPirit of God 


; in the Hearts of 
calls.ont of it ; ſheweth Men X Jew and . 
thee the very ſecret Gentile. 


Thoughts and Intents | 

of thy Heart, reproveth and Judgeth eve- 
ry vain Thought and wicked Imaginati- 
oz; and when thou goeſt beſore it, and 
walkeſt in the Paths, of Darkneſs, Sir 
and Diſobedience, thou may ſt hear it es 
a Voice behizd thee, reproving thee, ſay- 
ing, This is the Way, walk in it. Ard 
this holy Guiae conſents to no evil thou 
doeft ; but is given of God to lead thee 
out of it, and to bring thee to him that 


ſaves from it This is the great Ordi- 


nance of God, and the Means of Sal- 
vation, that he hath appointed; the 
which, if thou ſlight and Gijregera, thor 
wilt remain without Form, Void and 
Empty of the Heavenly Treaſures, and 
never be ableto ſay in Truth as the Pri- 
mitive . Chriſtians did, and the True 
Chriſtians zow. cax (viz.) God, who 
commanded Light to ſhine out of 

” Dark- 
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Darkneſs, hath-ſhined in our Hearts, 
to give us the Light of the knowledge 
of the Glory of God in the Face of 
Jeſus Chrift ; 'ad ſo wilt continue ig- 
norant of the New Creation of God, and. 
of the F'xperimental Work of Regenera- 
tion, profeſs what thou wilt, and live un- 
der what Ordinances and Means thou 
wilt, and hear what Teachers thou wilf, 
and follow what other Guides thou wilt, 
if thou earneſt not of the Grace of God 
within, which hath appeared to thee and 
all mien, if thou walkeſt not in the Light 
which ſhines within, and art not guided | 
by the good Spirit of God, which was the 
Saints Guide in all Ages, thy Profeſ- 
fion is vain, and thy Religion a Lye, 
and thou deccrveſt thy own Soul ; in 
Sin thou hveſt, and in. Sin thou wilt 
die, and where Chriſt is thou canſt 
not come. This 3s the Experience of | 
him that hath tried the Traditions of | 
M er, the Teachings and Inventions of 
Men, Books. and Studied Sermons, | 
' and Carnal Ordinances, and hath found | 
tle not able to lead one ſtep in the Nar- | 
| | row [ 
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 nowuvay, or give perfet# Viftory over one 


tar 5 neither is all theWiſdom, Onder- 
ftending, Prudence and Knowledge a- 
#ong all the Children of men , that are 
Strangers to the New Creation and Work 
of Regeneration, wronght by the Spirit 
of -God within themaſelves,-able to dire# 
or bring any \ſo\much as to the Gate or 
Entrance of trueWiſdom, Life and Im- 
mortality 5 but rather hedgeth up the 
Boy aud leadeth more and more aſtray 
_ (This 9 the Wiſdom. and . Knowledges 
which. the Righteous in former Ages te- 
Sified againſt, which is of this World 
Fleſbly azzd Fooliſh, Earthly ad Sen- 
{ual 3 and whoever increaſeth in it, in» 
creaſeth in that which brings \ Sorrow 
( for,as the Fool, ſo dieth this Wiſe Man.) 
and whaſoever, ſets. him ſelf up in this iſ- 
dom, as.a Teacher of the Ignorant, and 
4.as Gnide to the Blind, though allowed 
by the Univerſities (or general Schools ) 
he mums before he'is-iſent, and doth not 
profpt-the- Feople at all; but is as the 
Blind, which leadeth the Flind ,' and 
SO C they 
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they both fall into the Ditch together, 


out of which there is no redemption, but 
by the knowledge of the efjeFual working 
of the Holy Spirit, and Son of God in 
thee, to open thy Eye, that thou mayet 


ſee where thou art , and beget a defire in 


thee, and aCry in thee for Deliverance, 
and miniſter ſtrength unto thee, and to 
pull thy Feet out of the Mire and Clay, 
and to ſet them upon a Rock; and be as 
a Light unto thee ,, to guide thee ix thy 


Way, that thou ſtumbleſt not again; all | 
which TI teſtifie he is ready and willing © 


to do for thee, and all that Iove his ap- 
pearance; And thoſe only love his ap- 
pearance, that love the Spirit of Truth 
In them, and believe in it, and receive 


CY NERRCNIPUIII ET 


it, which reproveth them of Sin, of * 


Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment 3 


ana this is an infallible proof, that pes- | 
ple love this Spirit, believe in it, and re- | 
ceive it, when they walk |. 


A True Proof 


that People love 
the Spirit. 


7n it, and obey it, and 
bring forth the Fruits 
of it, and are led by it 


out of Sin, and that Righteouſneſs and | 


Judg- 


: poſſeſs and enjoy, is the 


ſtance of the Chriſtian 
: Religion, axd the End 
| of all Hearing, Reading, Preaching 


To the Reader. T9 


udgment, which it did reprove them o 
while they lived therein, and are led by it 
into that Holineſs and FruerlaSting 
Righteouſneſs (through true Tudgment ) 
which is the White Rayment, Fine I in- 
net, andCloathing of the True Chriſti- 


| ' an, who is come to know the ſame Holy 


Spirit of Truth, which once convinced, 
reproved and Judged him for Sin and 
Ungoadl:ineſs, to make him free from it, 
and become his Comforter and I eader 
into all Truth, according to the Promiſe 


of Chriſt Teſws, John 16. the which to 


The Summe of 
' Chriſtian Reli. 


2 ON, 


End, - Sum and Sub- 


and Believing 3 And that thou mayeit 
know whether thou arb a Poſſeſſor hereof, 


| . or whether thou only talkeSt of it, and 
*.profeſſeſt it, Tin the Bowels of Love in- 
" treat and beſeech thee ſeriouſly to weigh, 


read and conſider what follows, as the 
Faith and Experience of a True Chri- 
ſtian, which 3s written in True Love and 


C 2 Good- 
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_ ries of Godlineſs-and Iniquity. ' 
And that thou mayeſt truly underſtand and | 
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Good-Will to all that have rhe Veil over | 


their Eearts, andthe {cales before their 


Eyes, when they are-reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and profeſſing &od , { brift 


and Chriſtianity , and the Doffrines 
thereof, which are. but briefly hinted ator 
Spoken to 1n few words, in what follows. 
And whether thou art a bare Profeſ- 
for, or a real Profeſſor, thou mayeſt reap 


profit. hereby 3 if the one, thou art invited | 
 Toinberit Subſtances if the other, thou 
art exhorted and warned to beware, les} | 
thou loſe thy Inheritance aguin.So. & the | 
Light, Grace and Holy Spirit of. God 1n | 


thee (be thou Profeſſor, .Prophane, or 


Believer) I do commend tace, with it | 


toread, and with it to judge, and by 


It to be taught and guided intoa good | 
Underſtanding , and into the true | 


Knowl-dge of the two great Myſte- 


recerve the one,and diſcover and avoid the other; 
is the defire of him wh» is a Lover of the Chri- 
ſin Religion, avd of «ll that walk therein,and 
bith Gocd will to all men, RS 
William Shewen. 
Reader. 


ND IO DEEEEY 
< - 


- ares, 
TE 


be Rs 


'To the Reader. 


READER, 
TX Script res following,having agood 


eſt.em in my mind, as ſayings' worthy 
greatly to benotcd,and'weightily conſidered, 
I havecommitted them to the Prefs'; wiſh- 
ing thou mayeſt enjov the end wheretore, 
And th's I wil} affare thee, if thou canſt 
underſtand. belicve and receive theſe Divine 
and Hcaveuly Savings, Preccpts. Exhortact. 
ons, Promiſes ard Tetiimonies, in theſe and 
other Scriptures mntioned In this brief De- 
claration of a True Chriſtzan's Faith,&c thou 
wilt not ſtumble at nor rej-& his Teftunory, 
&c. but embrace and havc Unity therewith. 
But if thou underftandeſt noc,nor believeſt the 
one.neither wilt thou che other; for the True 
Cbriftian bears Teitimony to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Scriptures to him; and the 
Titular Chriſtian's Teſtimony is againft them, 
and they are againſt him, becauſe he doth not 
obey then, nor live the Life they call for. 


Eccl, 12, I, 2. Remember thy Creator n | 
the days. of thy Youth, while the evil days come 


not ; Hor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, IT have no picalure in thern ; 'while the 


Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, or the Stars be 
3 ot 
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wor darkened, nor the Clouds return after the 
rein. 

Dearly beloved , Believe not every Spirit, 
but try the Spirits, whether they are of God ; 
for many faiſe Propbets are gone out into this 
world, x John 4. 1, &c. 

Little Children , Tou are of God, and have 
overcome them , for greater is he that is int you, 
than be that is in the world, ver, 4. _ 

Whoſoever trauſpreſſeth , and abideth not in 
the Doftrine of Chrift, hath not God : He that 


continuety in the Dofrine of Ch:ift , hath both | 


the Father and the Son, 2 John g. 


NN 


—_ 


If there come any unto you , and bring not 


this Dofrine, receive him aot into your Houſe, | 


neither bid bim God ſpeed, ver, 10. 


To be carnally minded is death; but to be | 


ſpiritnally minded, is life and Peace , becauſe 


the carnal Mind is enmity againft God for it u | 


not ſubjelt to the Law of God , neither indeed 


can be; Sy then, they that are inthe Fleſh can- | 
#0t pleaſe God, But ye are net in the Fleſh, but | 
24 the Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell | 
in you. Now, if any man have not the Spirit | 
of God, be is noxe if bis. «And if Chriſt bel 
in you, the Body is dead becauſe of Sin; but 


the Spirit is Life becauſe if Righteouſneſs, 
But if the Spirit of bim that raiſed up Feſw 
from the Dead dwell in you, be that raiſed u 
Cbrilt from the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your 


Mortal 


wr the 


pirit, 
God ; 
0 this 


| have 
# you, 


not 11 
e that 
þ both 
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ng not 


Houſe, 


| to be 
xecauſe 


for at ui | 
indeed | 
ſho can- | 
ſb, but | 
d dwell | 
S parit : 
Yiſt be} 


1; but 
uſneſs , 
> Jeſu 
iſed up 


11 yeur 


Mortal 
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Abrtal Bodies by bis Spirit , that dwelleth in 
you. Rom. 8.6, 7,8, 9,10, Il. 

Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto 
them that are Defiled and Unbelieving , is no- 
thing pure; but even their Minds and Conſci- 
ences are defiled, They profeſi, that they know 


Gd, but by Works they deny bim, and are abo- 


minable; and to every good Work Reprobate, 
Tit. I. 15,16. - 

If ye abide in me , and my Words abide in 
you, ark what you will, and it ſhall be done ut- 
zo yo, John 15,79  _ 

And you ſhall know the Truth, and the Truth 
ſhall make you free. Whoſoever commiteth Sin is 
the Servant of Sin, John 8. 32, 34- | 

Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, If a man keep 
my ſaying, he ſhall never ſee Death, ver. 5 1. 

Father, I will , That they alſo whom thou 
halt given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my plory, which thou haſt given me 3 
for thou loved(} me before the Foundation of the 


World ;, that the Love wherewith thou haſt lo- 


ved me, may be in them, and Tinthem, John 
I7. 24, 26. 

The Diſciple is uot above his Maſter, but eve= . 
ry one that is perfe@t ſhall be as bis Maſter, Luke 
6. 40. 

But love ye your Enemies, and do good 3 and 
lend, hoping for nothing agaits 3, and your Res 
ward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the Children. 
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of the Higheſt , for be is kind to the Unthank- 


ful, and tothe Evil : Be ye therefore Merciful, 


as your Father alſo is merciful, Luke 6.35,36. 

Te are my Friends. if ye do whatſoever T 
command you. 

But the Anointing which ye have received of 
him, abideth in you : And ye need 108 that any 
man teach yout . but as the ſame Aneinting 
teacheth you of all things, and is Trath , and 
is no lye : And even (as it hath taught you, ye 
fhall abide ia him, 1 John 2. 27. | 

Read the 8th. Chapter to the Romanszand 
the Lord give thee underſtanding, 

Rom, 1o 8. The Wordis nigh thee, inthy 
Mouth, and in thy Heart , that is the Word of 
Faith which we preach, And hereby we do know 
that we know kim if we keep hisCommandments: 
He that ſaith.he knoweth him , and keepeth not 
his Commandmeiits, is a Lyar, aud the Truth is 
not i. him : But whoſoever keepeth his Word, 
in him - verily is the Love of God perfefted 
hereby know we, that we are in him. He that 
faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to 
walk. even as he walked, 1 John 2. 3; 4, 5, 6 
read to theend of the-Chapter. 

.- Little Children; Let 10 mandeceive you; He 
that dith Righteouſneſs is Righteous , even as 
be is Righteows: He that committeth Sin is of 
the-Devil , for the Devil finneth. from the be- 
grinning © For ther Purpoſe was the Sor of God 


manifeſt, 


manifeſt, that he might de flroy the Works of the 


Devil. Wheſoever is born of Ged, doth pot com- 
mit Sin for his Seed rei mains in him, and he 
cannot ſin; becauſe he-is i born of Gcd. Tn this 
the Children of God are n nanifeft, aud the Chil- 
dren of the Devil 5, whof never doth wot Rightes 
onuſneſs is not of God, nei they he that loves not 
his Brother. We know, th at we have paſſed from 
Death to Life . becauſe 1we love the Brethren. 
He that loveth not bis Brither,abideth in Death, 


' 1 John 3. ver. 2. to thi: Toth, and x4 th. 


No man hath ſeen God at any time. if we 
love one another, God dwelleth in us, awd his 
tove is perſeG in us. Hereby we know , that we 
dwell int him, and be in ws, becauſe he hath gi- 
ven us of bis Spirit. And we have ſeen, and do 
teſtifie. That the Eather ſent the Son, to b,ethe 
Saviour of the World, 1 John 4. T2. real to 
the end of the Chapter. 

' 1 courſel thee to buy of me Gold tried it the 
Fire , that thou mayeſt be Rich , and White 
Rayment, that thou mayeſt be cloathed,and t hat 
the Shame of thy Nakedneſs do not appear ; amd 
anoint thy Eyes with Eye-ſalve,that thou ma'yſt 
ſee. As many as Tlyve , T rebuke and chaſten, 
be zealow therefore, and repent. Behold I ftai1d 
at the Door, and knocks if any man hear my 
Viice. and open the Door, I will come in to bins, 
and ſup with him,and he with me. To him that 
dvercometh- will T grant to fit with me in my 

FD brone, 
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Throze, even as T alſo over:4m?2, aud am {ate 
down with my Father in bis Throne, He that 


bath an Exr, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith 


to the Churches, R-v.3.18, 19, 29, 21, 22. 


' To him that overcom:th will I give to eat of 


the bidden Minna , and will give bim a white 
Stone, and in th: Stone a Now Name written, 
which #o mn knoweth ſave hs t93t receiveth it, 
Rev.2.17. 
He that believes bath the Witneſs in himſelf; 
He that overcometh (hill inherit all things , 
and I will be his God, aud be ſhall be my Son. 
 _ But the fearful and Uiabelieving , and the 
Abominable, au1 Marderer,and W, 2oremongers, 
and orcerers, "TY Ldelaters,ond all Lyars ſhall 
bave their part in the Lake which burns with 
Fire aud Brimftone , which is in the Second 
Death, Rev. 21.7, S. 


Thus have l here tranſcribed and ſet before 


thee theſe Scriptures before, being very Di-_ 


vineand Hzavenly Suyings, greatly worthy 

of rhy reading over an1 over again; and in 
that Light and Grac? which ſhines and ap- 
pears in thy Hzart, and is able to remove the 
Covering,and eake away the Veil from off che 
ſame; I dchire tice to weigh and conſiler 
them, and meaſure and try thy (elf thereby. 
Had I not the Remembrance ſtill upon my 
Mind, how I often read thoſe Scriptures,and 
many 
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many the like, while my Underſtanding was 
clouded ;.and. the Veil over my Heart, and 
did not underſtand what I read, nor receive 
the Comfort of them, nor witneſs the Truth 
thereof in my ſelf; I ay, were it not for 
this Remembrance, and the Knowledge of 
the true Lighr,that now ſhineth out of Dark- 
neſs, I ſhould admire aud wonder how the 
Titular Chriſtian, who readeth and profefſeth 
the Holy plain Tefitmonies, Precepts, Ex- 
hortations, and Glorious Promiſes recorded 
in the Holy Seriptures (and lived in, and 
born witneſs to by divers True Chriſtians now 
in this Age) ſhould oppoſe and gain-ſay the 
ſame, and underſtand nothing thereof. 
Though he profeſſeth cthem'to be his Rule, 
he is ſo far from being ruled by them himſelf, 
that he hates and perſecutes thoſe that are, 
and that have received the good things they 
teſtifie off | 
And were it not that the holy Scriptures 
had a great eſteem in the affe&ions of the 
People of thoſe Nations called Chriftendors, 
and that they did bear. ſo plain Evidence to 
the Truth of the DoGrines taught, and Hea- 
venly Eſtates now profeſſed and enjoyed by 
the Trae Chriſtian, he would be more hated. 
perſecuted and cried out againſt than he is : 
So for this Reaſon and divers more , he hath 
great cauſe to praiſe God, that the Scrip- 
tures 


To the Reader: 
tureshave been preſerved , ane the holy Di- 
vine Sayings and Teſtimonies of the Righte- 
ours delivered down to this Ape, fo clear, 
truc and plain as they are; for he alone-en- 

joys the Benefit, Priviledge, and.Comfort of 
them, by the Virtue and Operation of the 

Light, Love and Spirit of God, which they 
tcftitie of , working in his Inward Man : 
And cxcept this beknown, the Scriptures 
and al} Heavenly things arc as a ſcaled Book 
to thee, let thy Natural Parts, Wiſdom and 
acquired Attainments b+ never fo great : 
Therefore thy Duty is above all things, to 
hearken to, and ob-y the Voice of God, and 
regard the Inſpiration of the Almighty,which 
pives Vndcrſtanding ; that * thou mayeſt 
tearn his Heavenly Precepts', 'and underſtand 
his. Divine MyReries, and enjoy his Glorious 
Promiſes, and' be made wife unto Salvation, 
and fo inherit Everlaſting Life, Peace and 
Glory; and know an Entrance Miniftred in- 
to _—_— " $:; #- _ 

And at leaſt an'Earneſt of. all theſe things 
thouart to know, revealed, felt and enjoyed 
within thy (elf, before thou go hence, and be 
no moreſcen arnong men. 

Therefore pift not the Day of the Lord 

afar.offj nor ſay in thy Heart , The Lord de- 

lays bis coming ; for he waits to ſhew him- 

{IF gracious unto thee, arid is come nigh 

unto 
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unto Judgment , and ſiandeth even at the 
Door , and appeareth at _ 
the Eate and Entrance of Read Proverbs $. 
chy Heart ; and his ap- 
pearance thon mayeſt infallibly know from 
all other Appearances , becauſe it judgeth 
every Appearance of Evil; and not only ſo, 
but if thou opencſt the Gate, and entertain- 
eſt him in thy Heart , he will furniſh thee 
with Power and Strangth againſt it, and fill 
thy Temple with his Heavenly Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Glory : So ſhait thou not only 
read and hear of Good Things , but under- 
ſtand, poſſeſs and enjoy them 3 and be able to 
obey this Exhortation > Ayſtain from every 
Appearance of Evil. 

Anb this Saying, odce ſpoken to Caiz, the 
Firſt-born , after Tranſgreition , univerſally 
concerns thee and all Mankird , and is foun- 
ded daily id their Ears, If thou doſt well, fpalt 
thou not be accepted ? But if thon diti Evil, fin 
lies at thy Door, Ger. 4 3. Ard Tribulation 
and Angniſh attends every Soul of Man that 

doth Evil ( let him protcis what he will) 
Rom. 2. 9, 


Something 
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Something by Way of Caution 
and Warning to the Titular 
Chriſtian, to whoſe Hand this 
following Treatiſe may come. 


Have ſome ſenſe upon my Mind, 

that thou wilt upon thy reading 
thereof, be ready te cenſure and 
judge thoſe Things thou underſtandeſt 
nor, nor haſt had any experience of 3 
and alſo, to deride and mock at the 
frequent Teſtimonies and Exhortatt- 
ons to the Light within, Grace with- 
in, Spirit within, Tower of God with- 
in, Word of God within, Law within, 
&c. Conſider what thou doſt, and 


| againſt what and whom thou openeſt 
| thy Mouth, and dread the Living 
God, whom in Words only thou pro- 


feſleſt to be « Spirit, Infinite, Onmni- 
Preſent and Almighty ; which Spirit 
ſearcheth thy Heart, and judgeth thy 

% Ways, | 


['< | gt, 

Ways, thoug' h thou at preſent be Ig- 
norant and 4 .Inbelieving-eenceming 
him, and his* being ſo neat thee ; and 
alſo conſider 'withinithy (elf, how :that 
if thou kno weſt not Light ſhining 
within, anda i walking in 1t,-;,thou art 
no Child of 1't, but Darknefs abounds | 
in thee, and t] hou knowelt not whither | 1 
thou 'goeſt, nor at what thou ſtum- |, | 
bleſt 5 if G-xace, thou knoweſt not | | 
to rule and 'r eign;within thee, :Sin'ru-| t 
leth, and D. cath , the Wages thereof; | » 
1s: preſent w..ith. thee; iff the -Spirit of | F 
God thou k nowelt not teaching and | ti 
ruting..in thyiHeart,. and-ſttting upen | 4 
. the:-Thr.one ;( thereof, the Spirit; of- Sa: j zx 
tan, Devil. and.Antichrift rules there, | ol 
and teac 'heth, there , .and-thou. art af th 
poor Cap tive arad: Bondflave thereokf} th 
profeſs w. bat thou wilt; .and if thef by 
Power ot*® God | thou:: knoweſt not 

working within thiy-ſeif, .and, operas} 
ting in thy Heart , not only::ta ſhake; 

pull down; ans re move that which 

can be ſhaken and rezmoved ; but. alſo 


to bring 1a that which cannot.be {h# 
ken * 


i 


| 
| 
; 


' 
[ 


| ken nor. amp (wvs. 


- ning,! (0)8 Selt- -righteo 


f heart, and mou art carried away with 


"I'S: / 
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2 everlaſting 
ouſneſs: 3 I fay,, if -this. thou 
kno welt-not; the Fower of the Ene- 
my. of. God: (and thy Soul) worketh 
i thee, and prevailgth over thee, by . 
abs thy; Imaginations , Will, 
an eCtions-,. Mind. and- Members, 
that, which is Evil either in Self-fin- 
uſheſs,, which are 

ination to the Lord-: So if 
thou knoweft nat'the:Word of God 

within thee, in'thy. Mouth and -1n thy 

Heart (with-the' Virtues and Proper- 
ties thereof, -as a Hammer; as a Fate,” 
quick, and powerful , harper than a: 
tpo:edged Sword ;) and heareſt and. 
obeyelt.the, Noice-thergof'; I fay., .if 
this. Ward thou knowelt not within, 
thou art not made clean nor ſandified 


by itz but thoſe things ſtand ome, 


againſt-which it is as a Hammer, Fire, - 


- Sword ſharp: and powerful 5; and the 


Word and Chmmands of the old'Ser- 
pent, . that. Betrayer, ſounds loud in 
thy ears, and pierceth deep into thy 


D the - 


the Thr.one thereof, the Spirit of Sa- 


% 


Ways, thoug h thou at preſent be [g- 
norant and |1 Inbelieving-<oncerning 
him, and his" being ſo near thee ; and 
alſo confider within thy ſelf, how that 
if thou kno weſt not Light ſhining 


within, anda i walking in it, thou art | 
no Child of 1 t, but Darknets abounds | 


in thee, and tl] hou knowelt not whither 
thou goeſt, nor at what thou ſtum- 
bleſt ; 1f G:race, thou knowelſt not | 


OY, WW. 1 WEIS 


to rule and r eign;within thee, Sin ru- | 
leth, and D eath, the Wages thereof, ! 
is preſent w ith thee; if the Spirit of | 
God tiiou k nowelſt not teaching and | 
ruling \n thiy Heart, and ſttting upon 


Io OOO TINVCEE 


2 Dn 5 oe 


tan, Devil and. Antichriſt rules there, 
and teac tneth, there, and thou art aj 
poor Caj tive arad Bondflave thereof, 
profeſs w hat thou wilt; and if the. 
Power ot” God thou knoweſt not; 
working within thy {-if, .and. opera-!* 
ting in th y Rent, not only to {nake,; 
pull down, ans re move that whiclf 
can be ſhaken and nmoved , but alſo 
to bring 12 that Whit it cannot. be = 

en 


P 


) 


33 
ken-nor removed, (23s. everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs 3 I ſay, if this thou 
knowelt not, the Power of the Ene- 
my of God (and thy Soul) worketh 
in thee, and prevaileth over thee, by 
working .1n thy Imaginations, Will, 

and Aﬀections, Mind and Members, 
that which is Evil, either in Self-ſin- 


_ ning, or Selt-righteouſheſs, which are- 


both abomination to the Lord : So if 
thou knoweſt not the Word of God 
within thee, in thy Mouth and in thy 
Heart (with the Virtues and Proper- 


; tiesthereol, -2s a Hammer, as a Fire, 


quick, and powerful , fparper than a 
two-edged Sword ) and heareſt and 
obeyelt the Noice thergof; I fay , if 


| this Word thou knowelt not within, 


: thou art not made clean nor ſanGtfied 
- by it; but thoſe things ſtand in thee, 
; againſt which it is as a Hammer, Fire, 


; 
; 


| 


\- Sword ſharp and powerful; and the 
' Word and Chmmands of the old Ser- 


q 


pent, that Betrayer , ſounds loud in 
thy ears, and pierceth deep into thy 


-} heart, and thou art carried away with 


D the 
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-John Pe” 


ther). abiding in you. 


thee: 3 and though thou profeſleſt the 


34 
the wind thereof, and entereſt into his 


Temptations daily , and knoweſt not 
Power ICE them 3 ſo thou canſt 


not ſay, as David 


Platm-1 19, IT, 


thy W, rd; in my heart, 


ther haſt thou received with meek- 
neſs the ingrafted Word, which is 
able to ſave ; but art of thoſe: whom 
Chriſt ſpoke to, 7 
have $a his War 
(ſpeaking of his Fa- 


"And if thou koweſt not "the Lay 


once did, I have hid 


_ COOP TT IIE © _” y 


of: the Spirit of Life within thee, 
written in thy inward parts, thoy 
art a Otranger to th 
New Covenant , and: 
the Law of Sin and 
Death hath power over thee, and the 
Law'that is in thy Members Jeads thel 
captive thereto, and the carnal mind 


Jet Gus" 


which is enmity againſt God,and canf 


not be fubje& to his Law', reigns in 


35 
Law of God with thy Tongue, tho! 
doſt not love it , nor delight in it 
thy Heart 3, neither is it better in thy 
eſteem ' than thouſands of Gold and 


_ Silver. 


So, in ſhort, If thou art not Lakes 
ker and poſſeſior of the Heavenly 


Treaſures in thy earthen Veſlel, thou 


art fraighted with earthly Treaſures 
and#Vanities ; if thou knoweſt invr 
thy Body the Temple of the living 
God, 5nd thy Heart his Throne, then 
17 it as a Cage for Unclean Birds, and 


_ asa Habitation for Wild Beaſts | and 


as a Neſt for Venemous ' creeping 
things 3 and- the Prince of Darkneſs 
lits upon the Throne of thy Heart, 
and rules there, let thy Opinion and 
Talk of Religion be what jt will. 
Now, be thou warned and adviſed, 

to watch againſt that Spirit in thy ſeF, 
which moveth thee to ſliphr, deride, 
and mock at the Appearance and Mr- 
nifeſtation of the 7 ;ebr, Grace, Spirit, 


Power Word and Faw of God with- 
In. 


L> 2 And 


taral Light ; and thechecks and Re- 


| Grace that appears to all men, agg call 
- flightand' reject the Power rnd Spirit 


: works againſt all evil, and to all good, 


' to a more lure Word and Law with 


' were) and by this Lord and Spirit 


— 


And learn to ceaſe alſo from thoſe 
Teachers without, which have cauſed 
thee to err, who hate the Light with- 
in, 'and deſpiſe the ſhining of it, and 


give jt deſpicable Names; as, Igzic | 


atuus,. uncertain ar falſe Fire 5 Na+ 


proofs.of jt, but. thechecks of a' Na- 


tural Conſcience, 5; and deſpiſe the 
it Commopn,and not Saving Grace; and 
of God within, : which moves . and 
not allowing it, to be rhe principal 


Rule and Guide of a Chriſtian 3 and 
alſo endeavour to demoliſh and race 


outthe Word and Law of Gad with} 


in,. under pretence of directing thee 


out, viz. the Holy Scriptures, which 


TR. 


contain divers Words, Precepts, andf 


- Commandments, ec. ſpoken by holy} 
| Men, to whom the Word of the Lord 


came (which' was before the word 


= 


that 


IS 


POT” 


a. 
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that came to them, and was in then, 
werefthey moved to ſpeak them, and 
that is greater than the Words ; and 
till thou knowelſt a meaſure of the 
fame Word and Spirit within thy (elf, 


| thou canſt neither truly underſtand 


nor obey the Words, nor holy Pre- 
cepts, and Exhortations that proceed- 
ed from it , that indeed being the 
original Cauſe, Root; and Ground 
from whence al] the good Words and 
good Works that ever ſprang up -tn 
the heart of mankind. proceeded : 

Such Teachers have ran, but* God 
hath not ſent them ; fo people are not 


profited, but ſpoiled by. them ; they 
. ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven a- 
| gainſt men; they neither enter them- 
| ſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that would ; 


and under the name of Miniſters of 
Chriſt, are direct Miniſters of Anti- 
chriſt, from ſuch turn thou away, and 
learn of the Grace of God, which 


| teacheth to deny ungodlineſs, Ec. 


and love the Light, -and 
bring thy Deeds to it, 
D 3 and - 


John 3. 21+ * 


38. 

and walk in it ; (o ſhalt thou become 
a Child of it, and have right to Mhe- 
ri the precious Promiſes, and poſſeſs 
and enjoy the glorious Priviſedges, 


- which thou haſt hitherto only pro- 


fels'd, heard, and read of in the holy 


herit Subſtance , and ſoon be wiſer 
than thy former Teachers ; and of 

Titalar Chriſtian thou wilt become a 
Chriftian indeed , an Tſraelite indeed, 


a Jew inward indeed , whoſe Pe Zs of 
God, end! not of Mem. 


. The} 


| Scriptures; ſo-wilt thou come to in- | 


EO OI T PT Mz I AS oe 


The 


COD nhC ORIG: 


CHRIS 


FIANS 
Faith and Experience 
DECLARED 


Concerning God, Chriſt, the 
: Spirit , &c. +» 


| 


Firſt, Concerning God. 


HE True 
Chriſtian be. 
lieves there 


T 


is one God, who 1s a 
Spirit, pure in Eſ- 
ſence , Omnipreſent 
in Being, Incompre- 
henfible and Almighe 
ty in Power : And 
he demonſirateth his 


God is infinite and in- 
comprehenfible 1n him- 
ſelf, and all the words of 


Men and Anpels cannor 


define him, as he is, be- 
ing in al, through all, 
and above al : And the 
various names given him 
throughoyr the Holy 
Scriptures, were accord- 
ing to the Manifeſtation 
or Appearance and Ope- 


D 4 .* Fam 


Seas... Free fe od eo TI TER In 
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il-1 ration of his Spirit m-"Fajrh and; Experi- 
Mi 18 their Hearts thar wrote 6. 1&- this man- 
| wt them, and actording to. ner.z” he has received 
WH rhe Rate it found them McT-5 Me / 

Wl 10 in, when it appeared to a Manifeſtation of 
| "FA chem : hence he is called him in his own 
8"! a Conſuming Firez Ow Heart, Mind, and 
þ God is a Conjuming Fire, Raeke 2 ned hs 
| and his Word as a Ham- YPIit; and Io 


mer, and asa Fire, and 
a jealous and angry Gdd, | 
who as adevouring Fire 


come to :know him | 
pure, and Omnipre- | 
ſeat by his Work 


h : 
ED _ "Is gra and opcration theres þ 
ſumes them 3 * and the in he can ſay, that | 


day of his Appearance God is pure of a! 


among theſe Eryars and * 7',,th becauſe he | 
Thorns , ,and conſumes Gan SEP ha 
them ; and the day of ndetn nis appear- 
his Appearance among ance ſo pure and ho- | 
rcheſe BryaggandThorns, ly in his heart, that | | 
If" 4: iRY bn rs NO . No. it.willnotallow nor | « 
Ti 6. C 
1... of Vee 4 in an Oven, - ſuffer ſo much as a | | 
which the. wicked can- vain Thought to Þ ( 
not dwell- And others Jodge there, nor no þ 7 
cud gal Bo. ng unclean thing to be | = 
contrar eN 2c- : 
cordinge ro the Operation rouched. And this ; q 
| of his Spirit in them,and True Chriftian 15 a7 t 
| th by the ſame could fay, true witneſs of the | ; b 
i that God 2s Love, and truth of thoſe Scri- | t 
i his Word Was 2s Milk, Hab. : ; 
| A and ſweeter tnan Honey. PLUIcs ( 4D, I. I 3o 5 
| fan | or the Honey- comb, and Fer. I'7. IO. and 1 J-& Fa 
Hh | char the Light of his 19.) which faith, - d 
ita | Countenance was better that God is of purer =. 
yl i j F? 


arer þ 


ezes þ. 


and Experience declared. 4x 


eyes than to bebo 
zniquity 3 and: that 
he ſearcheth the heart, 
and wieth the reins, 
and divideth bet wixt 
the precious arid the 


vile;betwixt thought” 


and thought, word 
and word, work and 
work ; And further, 


he is a true witneſs, 
chat God iPAImigh- 


tyin Power, becauſe 
he hath by his migh- 
ty power | broken 
down thoſe ſirong 
holds, formerly buil- 
ded in his heart by 
the enemy of his 


d Soul 3 Caſt down 


imaginatious,and eve- 


* ry high thing, that ex- 
* alted it ſelf againſt 
* thehnowlcage of God, 
© bringing into captivi- 
: ty every thought anto 
' theobedience of Chrift. 


And he knoweth the 
dark Mountains, at: 
which his feet (lum- 


rhan the increaſe of 
Corn, Wine, and Oyl; 
and that he was a ſhield 
and a ſhadow of a Rock 
in a weary Land; and 
his* name as a ſtrong 
Tower and a ſafe-dwyel- 
ling-place, and as preci- 
ous. Ointment poured 
forthz and his Face or 
Preſence,Glory andPow- 
er, which: is terrible to 
re worker of Iniquity, 
IS pleaſant and defirable 
by thoſe that witneſs 
S70n's Redemption by 
the Spirit of Judgment 
and Burning from ipiqui- 
ty 5 - theſe things are 
knowgnow, as in former 
Ages. The ſame Ark. 
whoſe preſence troubled 
and plagued the Pb717- 
ftians, was the Glory of 


 Iſreel;, the ſame hand 


and power that mites 
and deſtroyeth the Pgy- 
ptian, ſaves and delivers 
the 1jraelzte; the ſame 
Spirit of Truth thar re- 
roveth the world of fin, 
15 the comforcer of thoſe ' 
that are made free by ir 
from Sin 3 the 'ſame 
Breath that breathed 
Life in the beFnniog,be- 
fore ſin entred, kindlerh 


bled, 
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the fire that tormenterth bled, removed . and 
the wicked. He thatcam yhe Rocks rended, 
underſtand, let him, and the raging waves 
| : ſtilled , and that} 
tongue- and nature bridled, which no man | 
could tame : but before thisbe witneſſed, he 
| hath known him to fit as |} 
Mal. 3. 3. a Refiners fire, and ai| 
Fullers Sope , and as af 
Spirit of Judgment and Burning 3 and fo be-| 
came a living witneſs of what he hath ſeen,| 
felt, heard, and underſtood, bythe mighty? 
working of. his Holy Spirit in his mortal; 
Body. _ l 
" The Titulay Chriſtian , he faith he belies 
veth in one God, who is Pure, Oganipreſent| 
and Almſghty take his' word and there is} 
no differetice) But how doth he demonſtraty 
his Faith, that to him there is but one God! 
why, he hath hcard a relation of him , hi 
Oneneſs, his Purity, and Almightineſs in the 
Holy Scriptures , and he hath been educate@ 
and traincd up in the Traditions of his Fore? 
fathers, and ſo his knowledge of God he pro# 
f-ſeth is acquired therefrom 3 he hath reas 
in ſome Book, or ſome body hath told hin? 
 thar God is One, Pure, Omnipreſent an# 
Aimighty, and he grounds his Faith any 
knowledge upon this Tradition and Hiſtory, . 
and profeſſeth God and his Attributes h 
Wordo: 


, and 
ded, 
waves | 
that | 
 man{Þ} 
ed, hef 
 fitas| 
1nd ail 
| as af 
ſo be-} 
h ſeen, 
nighty] 


mortal; 


and Experfence declared. . 43 


words, but is. not a living Witneſs of the 
ſame within himſelf: And fo, notwithſtznd- 
ing he profcfſeth one God , he liverh in the 
world which hath. many Gods, and worſhips 


and falls down before them 3 every beloved 
luſigobeyed, is a God. Let the Titzlar Chri- 


ſtian profeſs what he will, he that commic- 


teth Sin is the ſervant of it, and thercin is 
no Believer, ' Worfſhipper, nor knower of the 
True God, his Purity nor Almightineſs, bc 
cauſe his heartremaineth corrupt and rocky, 
and the Mountains oÞDarkneſs and Igno- 
rance remain unremoved, and the firong 
holds of Satan unbroken dqwn, his thoughts 
and imaginations unſubje&ed co the obedi- 


| . ence of Chriſt, kis Will, Tongue, and Na- 


ture unbridled; the droſs, tin, and: rub- 
biſh remains , and is as a grave tothe pure 
Metal. This Titular Chriſtian contents him- 
{lt to hear or read of God, as a Refiners fire, 


; andas Fullers ſope, and as a Spirit of Judg- 


ment end Burning 3 and of his cleanſing and 
purifying ſome ln former Generations, but 
loves not, nor cares not to know him ſo in 
himſelf; but rather deſpiſeth and hateth his 
pure appearance in him ( whole firſt work is 
toconvince him of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgment) which is compared to a little Sil- 


j 
| - ver amongſt much Drols,a little ſeed amongſt 


many great ones , and to alictle Leaven hid 
Ty 


44 The true Chaiſtfans'Faith 
in three mcaſures of Meal ; which Silver 
can't be parted, ſeparated, and enjoy'd, but 


by the appearanee of God within, as a Rehi- * 


ners fire, to purge away the droſs, and take 


away the tin alſo , which is ſomewhat like 


the Silver, whereby the Titzlar Chriſtiatt is 
deceived'; neither can the little Seed grow 
up till the rubbiſh; be taken away, and the 
ground that is curſed removed , and the 


heart made honeſt , which, is the good 


wherein'the ſeed of the Kingdom grows to 
perfection: neither Tan the little leaven 
work through and leaven the three meaſures 
of Meal, till that be taken away which letts 
and hinders, viz; . Uobelicf, and hardneſs of 
Heart, Now this day of frfall things, this 
day of Facob's troubles, wherein he goes 
through the Refiners fire, this lictle feed, 
this little leaven is overlook*d, deſpiſed, and 
flighted by the Titular Chriſtian, who in his 
own conceit is exalted and puffed up above 
the pure appearance of God in his kearr. 
which to know and obcy is the gate of a'l 
true Wiſdom and Knowledge and 1s grown 
fo tall, great, and wiſe in his own thoughts 
_ and imaginations, that he cannot walk in the 
ſiraight way, nor go in at the door of, the 
Sheep fold , buc would climb up ſome other 
way, and ſo contents himſelf with a tradi- 
tional hiſtorical profeſlton of God in words, 
and 
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and deny him in works: And all the know. 
ledge and experience he hath of God, his 
Purity, Oneneſs, and Almightineſs is but as 
ſore body hath told: him:, or as he hath in 
an unſanihed and unprepared heart, read 
in the holy Scriptures , which knowledge 
avalls nothing, except accompanied with a 
living experience of the ſame power, working 
aſter the ſame. manner as z did in others in 
tings paſt, who have left their teſtimonies 
thereof upon necord. 


— m—_—— —_—— 5 ——_ 


perience concerning the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. - 


HE True Chriſtian believes in one 

KL * Lord Jcſus Chriſt, who came from 
the boſom of the Father, who is the Son, of 
the true God, by whom he made the world 
and that this Lord Jeſus Carift is his Savis 
our, Redeemer, Sanfifier and Cleanſer, by 
his precious Blood, and is to him as a King, 
Prieſt, and Prophet, &c. And he demonſira- 
teth his Faith in this manner, In being obe- 
dient to him as he is Lord , in being ſaved 
by him from fin , as he is Jeſus., and by his 


learning of him, and being by him, as he 
Is 
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is Chriſt, or the Anointing : So he'can call 
him Lord Je(us Chriſt in Truth and Righte- 


ouſheſs, having truly learned his Name and | 


Nature, through obedience to his Croſs,and 
a cleanſing by his precious Blood; and ſa he 


not only reads, hears, and profcſſes the bene- | 
fits and priviledges which. the Primitive | 
Chrifſtians-partook of and enjoyed, by belie- | 
ving in, and receiving of Chrift, but experi- | 
mentally partakethgpf , and enjoyeth the} 
ſame; And* the Spirit of 
Rom. 8. 16. God beareth witneſs with hu| 
” Spirit, that he is a child of! 
Cod, and a joynt-beir with Ghrift , Bone of 
. bis Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh 3 and that} 
hehath the mind of Chriſt and that Chriſt 
lives in him, and is greater zn bim than h:þ 
that is in the world. And as the old. adver-| 
fary the Devil is firong and powerful tof 
tempt, and ready on the one hand, and ons 
the other, ,to draw and allare into evil ; fo# 
| he knoweth his Lord and Saviour Jeſus; 
Chriſt as near, and as ready, and mor - 
powcrtul to deliver, fave, and preterve hiaf 
from falling into evil and temptation ; and 
he is not only enabled to relift the Devils 
but to make.him flce alfo. Thus 1: Truth 


can the trac Chriftian call Chriſt the Ciptair 


_ of his Salvation 3 who being armed witif 
his Power, tights as he did, and f>!lowetly. 
[? 1, 4 


—- 


1 call 
phte- 


e and | 


,and 


ſa he þ 
Xcne- | 
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him, and fits down in heavenly places 'with 


him, triumphing over Sin, Death, Hell, and 
the Grave. So the True Chriſtian proveth 
himſelf ſo, by denying himſelf, and caking 
up his Crofs,daily, and following of Chrilt ; 


and that he believeth in him, becauſe he en- 


joyeth everlaſting Life , and abides not-in 
Death and Darkneſs, but hath overcome the 


* wicked one; and that he is his Lord, be- 


cauſe he doth the-thing he ſaith or comman- 
deth 3 and that he loveth him, becauſe he 
keepeth his Commandments; and hath re- 
ceived power to become the Son of God ; 


: and further, hath a Name berter than che 


name of Sons and Daughters. | 
The Titzlar Chriſtian faith, he blveth 

in one Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Son of the true 
God , by whom he made the World; 2nd 
that this Lord J]:ſas Chriſt is his Saviour,Re- 
deemer and San&ifier by his precious Blood, 
&c. and profefſeth him as Ring, Pric*t, and 
Prophet: and in all his Attributes and Of. 


* Ces.---- But how doth he denoritrate and 


ſhew forth his Belicf and Prot: ico ? how 
is he his Lord? Doth he do tne thing he 


faith? How is he his Saviour? I5 he ſaved 


by. him from che committing of %n, and re- 
deemed from a vain converſation ? How doth 
hebelieve in him as Chriſt or the Anoint- 


. Ing? Ts he taugat by him? How is he his 


King, 


43 The true Chaiffians Faith, 
King, Pricſt, and Prophet ? Doth he rule in 


his heart as King? Are all his Services, Sa- 


crifices, and Offerings offered up by, and 
through his hand, as Prieſt ? Doth he hear 


- him in al! things, as the Prophet whom God | 


hath raiſed like unto Moſes ? No, the Titz- | 
lar Chriſtian hath no knowledge of him after | 
this manner, neither doth he believe 'tis at- þ 
tainable on'this fide the Grave , nor poſſible 
to obey him as Lord, nar to be ſaved by 
him from ſin, as Jeſus, nor taught by him, as | 
Chriſt or the Anointing , nor that he can | 


be- waſhed, cleanſed , and ſanctified -by his 


precious Blood from the ſtains}, ſpots , and # 


defilements of the World, Fleſh, and the 


Devil, while he bears about this body of | 
clay be contents himſelf with a corrupt, | 
traditional Faith, which hath ſprung up in 

the dark night of Apoſtacy (which is certain. þ 
ly a very venemous pernicious weed of the Þ 
Devils Kingdom, which hath poiſoned and þ 

deſtroyed the fouls of many,. and is now ? 


flian, though thereby he is taught to ov 


that *tis not poſſible to ceaſe from lin, nor to þ 
have his heart puritied , nor to: overcome þ 


grown to ſuch maturity , and cloathed with.” 
ſuch beauty 80 the eye of the Titular Chri- | 


the Devil, and gain victory over the world: 


and further, that notwithlianding he com- 
mitteth fin daily, and liveth in the a@ of it 3 
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in. him they were able to do all 
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term of life in this world, he'is hereby taught 
to believe; that Chriſt will ſave him fgorn che. 
© guilt and puniſhment of it in the world to 
come. It may be (aid of this Titalar Chriſti- 
an,s Faith -, as. it was once ſaid of Sarl and 
David , Looſeneſs and Atheiſm hath ſlain its 
. thouſands, but this its ten thouſands, 

So although M hears and reads what Chriſi 
did in, and for thoſe that believed in him,and 
of the powerful vert and operation of that 
ancient Chriſtian Faith, which was ohce de. 
Iivered to the Saints, and.born witnels to by 
the holy Scriptures z yet he neither hopes, 
believes, nor expects to. witneſs the ſame 
- wrought in him, and for him , they bear 
witneſs of fome, in whom 
Chritt wrought * all their * In whom Chriſt 


| ks all, the De-. 
{ works « and that through I nothing, 


ef things : And many glorious things were ſpo- 


| kenof, and were enjoyed by the crue Bclie- 
2 vers in Chriſt, while upon earth, But the 
* Titulsr Chriftiaz puts off all till he is dead, 


T and pleads for the.continuation of the Devil 


» andhis works, term of life , ayd faith, the 
; Devil warks (ſtrongly in him, and prevails 
; over him, and cauſethhim to fin in his holy 


| Duties ; and. that he is fo captivated by him, 


| that he cannot live one day or hour without 


ity fio : fo, notwithſtanding his profeſſion of 


E Chritt, 
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Chriſt, he knows him not greater in bim, 
than be that is in the world, So the ſtrong 
man keeps houſe, and is furniſhed with his | 
godds ; and though hecries Lord, Lord, he} 
is a worker of iniquity, and is bound in chains} 
of darkneſs, and his feet ſtick faſt in the 
mire, and in the clay ; even while he talks| 
of Lord and Saviour, he isKd captive at the 
Devils will, and i rg to that power} 
which is able to reſiſt im, and make him | 
flee, and to that Faith which gives vifory;| 
So he cannot in truth call Chriſt the Captainf | 
of his Salvation, nos appove himſelf one off + 
his Souldiers , who ts armed with the ſameq - 
power, and with it fights againſt the ſame} { 
enemy, and gains the vifory, andfolloweth} « 
him, who rides on” conquering, and to conquerifj \ 
lo never comes to fit down with him yn hi \ 

0 

f 


Fathers Kingdom , triuwphing over Sin, 
Death, Hell, and the Grave , but remains 
under the power thereof, through the feat { 
_ of 'which heis all his life timep *: 
Heb. 2 15. ſubje& to bondage , let his; G 
profeſſion of Liberty and Rok ”' 
demption by Chriſt be what it will 3 his fait 4! 
calk will avail him nothing, though he ſaithf *t 
he believeth in Chriſty and loveth him, yet 3! 
if be keepeth not his Commandments , he is'v 
lzar, and decejveth himſelf, and hath not eter} fri 
aal life abiding in bx; --Profefhon-and Name Sf 
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of Chriſt, without Poſſeſſion and Nature, is 


of no worth, | 


% . 
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| 111. The True Chriſtian's Faith and 


Experience concerning the HolySpirit. 


HE True Cbriftianbclieveth in the Ho- 
ly Spirit, being one of the Three which 


\| bears Retord in Heaven, which Three are One; 
ins and he ſheweth forth his Faich by his obedi- 
| ence thereto : he hath received the Spirit of 
* Adoption, whereby he can call God Father ; 
| (not as the Seribes, Phariſees, and Hypocrites 
| did) but in Truth ond Kighteorſueſs ; and he 


witneſſeth a being led by the Spixit in the 


lt way of holineſs, and fo cannot fulfil the Inſt 


of the fleſþ , but by the ſame doth mortife 


:ne# them, and gain vicory over them, and is 
| ſanRificd and cleanſed from them, and is 
e timeþ 
let his: 


taught by the Spirit the trud knowledge of 
God, and how to worſhip him aright in. Spi- 


* rit and Truth, and fo prays with the Spiric 
Fj and with the underſtanding , and fings 1n 
| the Spirit, and praifſeth God in the 5pirit, 
| and the Law of the Spirit is in his heart, and 


this Law of the Spirit of Life makes bins free 


= from the Law of Siu and Death, and the 
| Spirit of God which raiſed up Jeſus from 
©&3. 


the 


deg 
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52 The true Chaiſtians Faith 
dead, dweleth in him, and quickneth his mov- 


tal body . And this True Chriſtian is the Spi- 
riiu:il Man which diſcerneth all things, but is 


' #10t diſcerned by anoiber out of the ſame Spirit 


which ſearcheth all thihgs, yea, the-deep tbings 
of God ;' and he is ted by the Spirif fromun- 
der the Law, and through the Law, tohim 
which was betoxe the Laws and fo is under 
Grace, and brings $orth. the fruits thereof, 
which is Love, Peace, Foy, Long-ſuffering, 
Gentleneſs, Geodn fs, Faiib, Meekneſs, Tem- 
perance againſt this Chriftion there is 29 
Law. 

The Titular C briſtian he Gith, be believeth 
in the Holy Spirit ,._ &c. But how doth he 


demonſtrate his Faith and Bclief; he is rea-. 


dy to makga mock of recciving the Spirit, 
and being led by the Spirit , and mov'd and 
taught by the Spirit, this (cems ſirange Do- 
d&rine to him; that he ſhould know his luſts 
mortified bythe. Spirit , and that he ſhould 
walk in-the Spirit, and. be ſanQtified by the 
Spirit from all fin and uncleanneſs, and that 
he ſhoid-atcend the motion and guidance of 
che Spirit, and in all his converſation. to do 
nothing but what will and juſtified by this 
Holy Spizit, and that he ſhould pray in the 
Sp It, and lng, with the Spirit, and worſhip 
n the Spirit, @&*c. Theſe are new DoGrines, 


:o,the Tiinl ar Chriſtian, he knows not what} 


to 


— 
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to make of them, except 'it be to brand them 
with deſpicable names : And the Law of®the 
Spiris of "Life, which ſhquid free him from the 
Law of Sin and Death , he is a firanger to, 
and wholly ignorant of the in-dwelling of , 


that Spiru which raiſed Feſus fromthe Dead, 
zo quicken his mortal body, this: he counts 
Fanatick, DoGring, &ec. - And inſirad'of be- 
ing a ſpiritual miFwbich diſcernethallthings, 
heis carna), and fceth not far off. the Vail 
being over his heart, cannot ſee nor regard 
the Glory of God when it appeareth»in the 
inward Temple, but oppoſeth and ſlighteth 
the appearance .of that Holy Spirit which 


: ſearcheth bis heart and all things; and ſo is 


not led by it from under the Law , which 
Law was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion And 
this Titalar Chriſtian which liveth in the 
natureand a& of Tranſgreſſion,, and, that 
knows not the curſed ground gemoved, which 
bringeth forth bryars and thorns from whence 
all evil thoughts, words, and works proceed, 
and is a ſiranger to the mortification of them 
by the Spirit , he is under the Law, - and li- 
able tothe puniſhment thereof, and not.un- 
der Grace. Let him profeſs what he will, if 
he brings not forth the fruit of the Spirit in 


| his Life and Converfation;, he clearly ſhew- 


eth, he dath not believe in it, nor walk in 
it, neither hath received it, nor come toany 
= 3 true: 
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54 The true Chaiſtians Faith 
true knowledye of it, by its work and ope- 
ratipn in his heart , he only talks of it with 
his tongue, as ſome book or body hath told 
him: This is the- property and ſtate of a 
Titalar Chriſtian, 


4 " EE 
mn. hn 


Iv. The True C. Mrifigge” Faith and 
Experience | concefning the Fly 
Seripturer. Wn 


Þ Bp True Chriftian truly honoureth the 
Holy Scriptures in their places , and 
 believeth and receiveth their Teſtimony, and 
is a living witneſs of the truth thereof, and 

, he demonltratech it as followeth , 'By bclie- 
ving, recciving, and obeying him (viz: Chrilt 

Jeſus ) of whom they teſiiftie , whereby he 

receives power to order his Converſation 

according to them. And the True Chriſtian 

bclieveth that they were ſpoken,” and writ- 

ten by the motion and inſpiration of the 

Spirit of God in holy Men, Prophets and 

Apoſtles ; and that it is his duty»to wait} 

upon God, to receive the Spirit 6f Grace 

and Glory, and the gifts thereof, of whom 

they teftihie 3 that thereby he may be enabled 

to read them with underſtanding, and to re-| 

cetve the comfort of them, and to be mad: : 

wile 


he a 
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wiſe through Faith in Chriſt unto Salvation 
by them | Wn, 

And this Chyyftian knows right well, that 
all the Vniverſity or Academical Learning in 
the world is not able togive the true know. 
ledge of the mind of the Spirit in the holy 
Scriptures; they are as a ſeal'd Book to all , 
the Wit, Reaſon, Compreheniton and acqui- 
xed Parts of all Mankind in the Fall, learnee 
and unlearned : And until mawcomes to re- 
ceive, regard, and improve the auanifcſiation 
of the Spirit, which zs giver to every mais to 
ofit withal , as the Scriptures witneſs, he 
1s wholly ignorant, and a tiranger to the 
key of true knowledge; and the treaſures 
of. Life and Wildom are hid from him, and 
ſecured as with ſeven Scals; and the Cheru- 
bims, with a flaming Sword, turn every 
way, and guard the Tree of Life, with the 
fruits rhereof, from. the fallen wiſdom of 
Man. And this the True Chriſtian knows by 
expericnce, having tried what the wiſdom 
of this. world in all its perfe&ions "can do 3 
and hath ſcen it confounded and brought to 


' nought in himſclf, being diſcovered to be no 


part of the key of true everlaſiing kgow- 
ledge; but rather that which hides it, and 
makes the Vail the thicker , and ſhuts .the 
door of the Kingdom the faſter 3 and thoſe 


that abound in it, neither enter themſctves, 


E 4 


not 
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nor ſuffer thoſe that would . And this the 
Holy Scriptures teſtifie. | 
The Titzlar Chriſtian , -h& faith, he ho- + 
noureth the Scriptures, and believeth the 
Teſtimony of them, &c. But how doth he 
demonſtrate his:honour to them, and belief 
of them ? Doth he order bis Converſation + 
according to them ? They exhort, To abſtain 
from every appearance of evil, and from every 
fleſhly Inſt > which wars \agaizſt the ſoul ; and 
to put on the whole armour of God, and there- 
by refit the Devil, and make bim fee, The, 
Titular Chriſtian doth not obey this Exho 
tation, neither doth he believe, that *tis poſ= 
ſible that any ſhouldobey it on this {ide the 
Grave : So. while he pretends to honour 
them, he gives them the lye for , what*s 
more ridiculous' and unteaſonable, than" to 
profelſs'a belief that the Spirit of God in ho- 
ly Mer hath left holy Precepts and Exhor- 
tations upon Record in the Scriptures, which 
arc nypptiible to be obeyed ? Yet this is the 
language of the'Titular Chriſtian, who ho- 
noureth them with his Lips, and cries them. 
np with his Tongue ;- but in Works denies 
them. Sometimes he will give them more 
titlcs- of honour than to them! is due ; 4s 
when he calls them, The Word of God, The 
Touch flone and Tryer of all Spirits, The ever- 
Hafting Rule of Faith and Pradice; fo'in his 


Jon Q@ 
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'ward and ſpiritual ſpeaking 
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jgnorance will advance them with lip-ho- 


- nour beyond what they teſtifie of themſelves, 


and above what they are,z for. they are not 
the Word of God, but' proceeded from it, 


and bear witneſs thereof , which Word is 


ſharpand powerful, ſharper than a. two- 
edged. {word, dividing in the inward parts ; 
and this Word is in the mouth, and in; the 
heart, to beheard there, and obeyed there : 
And they call Chriſt the Word of Ged, which 
Word was in the beginning, befaze the Scri. 
ptures were written :: And all that - under- 
fand not the voice of this Word, this in- 
Word , are 
wholly ignorant of the Words of God and 
good men, recorded in the Holy Scriptures 3 
and is no'true honourer nor believer of 
them, notwithſtanding his'verbal', traditi- 
onal,- notional profeſſion and high titles he 
gives them 3 he only therein ſhews his blind- 
neſs and folly,” in taking the Hiſtory and 


' Defcription' or Declaration of a thing” for 


the thing itſelf: They” are not The Ever- 
laſting Rule, Touch-ſtone, - and Tiyer of 
dpirits, but declare'and teftifie of him:that 
is, as Chriſt (aid to: the Jews, ſpeaking, of 
the Scriptures, They are they that reſtif®# of 


- 


hive "yy | 


me, but yout will net come to me , that-you may 


V. The 
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V. The Tru Chriſtian's Faith and Ex- 
perience concerning the DoFrine of ' 
Repentance, 1 


THE, True Chriftiax believeth the Do. 
L Qrines and Teachings of Chriſt agd 
his Apoſiles.recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
and that it is not only his Duty, but his Pra- 
Aice to obey them, and live according to 
them : As firſt, the Dodrine of Repen- 
tance from dead Works, or a turning from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the power of 
Satan, to the power of God : This is the 
gate of the Kingdom ,. or the firlt ſtep to- 
wards Chriſtianity z this is the door at 
which the True Chriftian cntercth; if any 
miſs this way, they firive to enter in vain, 
without repenting , which is changing or 
turning from Evil to Good, from the way 
of Death to the way of Life, from ' Dark- 
neſs it ſelf, to Light it (elf, from the power 
and ſervice of Sin and Satan, to the: power 
and fefvice of God and Righteowſneſs. This is 
thBnature and cffc& of true Repentance, 
and without this no. man hath a cha title in - 
Chriſt, nor Chriſtianity ,.,let his.profcfhon 
of it be never fo high ; for Dl; 


igned 
"Over 


'F: 


' Vejght and burthen thereof, which while he 
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+ over all men from the Fall of Aden till 


Moſes, and all men have therein come ſhort 
of the Glory of God, and in that fallen na» 
ture are the children of Wrath, dead in fins 
and treſpaſſesz and God hath 
concluded all in unbelief, that Rom.x 1.32: 
he right have mercy upon all. | 
And now the call, of God is to all men 
every where to repent, and 
none but thoſe that anſwer Ads 19. 30. 
this Call finds the Mercy; | 
this Call of God isS #995 "BPY"3 inward 
.aud immediate, than outward and mediate, 
the which if people flight, diſregard and neg- 
|{k& to obey, the outward inkruments and 
means avaltnot. * 4 . 
Now. the True Chriſtian gives teſtimony 


that he believes and obeys the DoQtrine of 


Repentance in manner followings Firſt , 
Whereas his mind and heart was running af- 


* ter, and captivated with the fight of the eye, 


the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride of life , 
that are in that World which lies in wicked- 


_ neſs; now his mind and heart is- not only 


fiopped, but alſo turned from them, and 
weaned from the delight and pleaſure he had 
.in them, and not only (o, but by the ſhining 
of the light in his heart, is made to ſee the 
exceeding finfulneſs of them, and to feel the 


Was 
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was dead in fins and treſpaſſes, he covld not * 
feel, nor be ſenſible of 3 but now being quick- 
ned by the voice of God , which calls to re-' 
pentance, he cries out with Paz!, O wretched 
man, who ſkill deliver ole, &c. and this is the 
cry which the Lord is ready to hear, and to 
anſwer with the mznifeſtation of his Jove 
and power, ind with the joy of his ſalvation ; 
and now is his face $794-ward, and his Tra- 
vel towards the holy City is begun ; and 
this Trae Chriſtign right well knows that his 
repentance or turning from'and cut of the 
broad way of Sin and Satan, and ſetting his 
foot into the ſtrait and narrow way, was not 
ef himſelf, nor effe&ed in his own will and . 
power, but by wirtue of the free gift of God, 
and operation'of -his free Grace , and that he 
daily and momentarily needs the Divine affj. 
ſtance of the ſame;to lead,guide and aſhft him 
every ftep of his journey, to the end of the 
ſame! on 1 an ny 
And now he'is a living witneſs of the 
Oe truth of Cheift's ſaying, when 
John 5. 25. he ſaid, Verily, verily, 1 ſay 
| unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall 
live. This is the firſt diſtinguiſhing work'of 
the powerful voice of God, and the true 
hearing of it 3 the world hears 'fts convin- 
cing, 
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cing voice but not regarding nor obeying it, 
are not made alive, nor converted by itz no- 
thing is able nor ſufficient, nor appointed of 
God to give repentance unto life, but the 
hearing of this voice of the Son,he hath for- 


- merly, or in times paſt heard many voices, 


Lo here, and lo there, and hath made many 
Repentances, and Turnings from one Way and 
Opinion to another 3 but til] he heard and 
obeyed the voice of the Son of God, never 
knew that repentance which is never to be 
repented of. 

And then ſecondly , when this Chriſtian 
hath heard and obeyed this voice, and is tur= 
ned out of the broad way,and begins to walk 
in the firait and narrow way, and to haveno 
fellowſhip with. the unfruitful works of 
Darkneſs, but rather reprove them, then he 
becomes a wonder, a by-word, and a taunt 
to his former companions, who thinks it 
ſtrange, that he runs not with them into-the 
ſame exceſs of riot ; but makes ſirait ſieps 
to his feet, and meaſures all his goings by the 
Line of Righteouſneſs, which 
the goodneſs of God, that leadeth Rom. 2. 4. 
to Repentance , hath brought 
him to; now he appears like an Owl in 
the Deſart, and like a Pelican in thegWil- 
derneſs, and like a Sparrow upon the houſe- 
top, Now his great Tryals, Ls ps 

an 
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and Exerciſes begin both within and with. 
out 3 here he ſees his enemies about him like 
Bees when they (warm , which till now he 
had no fight nor ſenſe of z the ſtrong man 
keeping the houſe, all his Goods were at 
peace, and the houſe being dark, and his 
eyedim, did not perceive nor diſcover the 
enemies of his Soul that lodged therein,. nor 
could not judge, nor diſcerg'the nature of 
the goods with which his houſe was furni- 
ſhed , that old*decceiver having power to 
transform himſelf like unto an Angel of 
God,and to imitate the furniture ofhis Tem- 
ple 3 but now he having heard the voice of 
the Son of God, and being quickned by his 
mighty Power,aud the eye of his mind open- 
ed,and faftned upon the ſame, then the Devil 
rageth , knowing he hath but a ſhort time, 
and that his diſpoſſeſſton grows nigh,and the 
ſpoiling of his Goods are at hand, cxcept he 
could by any means prevent it; but all his 
endeavours were and are in vain againſt this 
true Repentant , who truſtjng in the good- 
neſs of the Lord, which at firſt led him to 
Repentance, and relying upon the arm of his 
Power, which had opened the eye that was 
blind, and unſtopped the car that was deaf, 


and emlightned the underſtanding that was 


darkened; he in the ſame is made able to 
ſiand, and to refit him in all his aſſaults, 
and 
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and to eſcape all his baits and ſnares, and to 
quench all his fiery darts, and to overcome 


him inall his terfiptations,and to go right on 


in his way , prefſing forward 
towards the mark of the High Phil, 3. 14. - 
calling of God in Chriſt Feſus, 

where all the Treaſures of Wiſ- Col. 2. 3, 
dom, of Knowledge, and of Glo- . 

ry are hid, and laid up for thoſe that love bis 
appearance,, and obey his low calling, which 
is to repentance 3 and none other are in the 
way to know what the the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus is, let their Notions, Pro- 
feſfions and Confeſhons be never ſo high. 
The Titzlar Chriſtian he profeſſeth, he be- 
lieveth the DoGrine and Teachings of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; and firſt this of Repen- 
tance: but how doth he demonftrate his 
Faith? Ts his mind turned from the Dark- 
neſs, and the way of if, to the Light and the 
way of it ? from the power of Satan and 
the works of it, to the power of God, and 
theworks of it ? Is he quickned and made 
alive by the hearing of the voice of the Son 
of God ? Is he come forth of the grave of 
Sin, and Sea of Corruptien? ' Doth he feel 
the weight and btrthen of it ? Isfin become 
exceeding finful unto him? Ts a cry raiſed in 
his Soul unto the Lord for a full Deliverance 
and Redemption from the ſervitude of __ 

an 
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6. The true Chiftians Faith F 


and Satan? Hath he a true ſence and ſight - 


of the nature and tendency of Sin? Is; his, 
mind truly turned to.the appearance of, Ggd 


in Chriſt within , which 1s to deſtroy and, 


make awend of Sin, and finiſh Tranſgr eſſiou,, 


and the Authors of it, and brinp in everlaſting . 


righteouſneſs inftead thereef ? Doth he bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance? And doth 
he ſhew by them that he is turned from the 
ſervice of Sin and Satan, unto the ſervice of 
God and Righteouſneſs ? Is he turned out of, 


the brozd Way ? Doth he walkin che firait_. 


and narrow, and make ſtrait ſteps to his feet?. 
and are they pulled out of the mire and clay? 


and are they {et upon. the Rock ? and are all 


his goings guided by the line of Righteoul., 
nels? and Is he enabled by the powerful 


voice andarm of the Son of God, tc ſtand 


upright on his fect in the midli of all his ene- 
mies, and by the fame to travel bn in the 


way of holineſs towards the holy City and. 


heavenly Jeruſalem, the City of the Saints 


Solemnity ? Theſe things accompany true. 


Repentance; therefore let the Titular Chri- 
Gian turn the eye of his mind inward, and 
commune with bis own heart, and be ſtill and 
conſult with Gods witneſy therein, and exa- 
mine and anſwer thef: things , and ze and 


try wheth:cr he hath not deceived himfelf þ; 


witli a falſe Profeſſion, and a feigned Repens, 
tanccs 
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15 _ and Experſence declared. 65. 
t- | tance, wherein he confeſieth daily, but doth 
3, | not forſake, and fo finds not mercy, decei« 
d | - ving his own ſoul by daily ſinning, and an ** 
9d, | imaginary Repentance, being ſubject to call 
t!, | and account a changing and turning from 
7. | one fort of the Devil's ſervice to another, 
ng | from Self-ſinning and debauchery to Self- 
Righteouſneſs, from one Opinion to another, 
ne | -andfrom one ſort and faſhion of invented Wor- 

: of, | ſhip to ayother ; # Repentance, though in the 
of, | Old Man with his Deeds appears prevalent, 
alt} and the Earthly Image. is born. and 'the - 
<t?.| Nature and Ground of Sin and Tranſgreſſion + 
+, remains unſhaken by the FYoice and Power of 
: all: } ebe Sox of God, Which calls and leads all that 
oul-. | hear and obey it to true Repentance. 
And till-chis Voice be heard and this Power 
tand | felt and: witneſſed to work and operate in 
enc- | the inward Man, the Btalt receives no deadly 
wound, nor. the ſtrength of. ſin is not abated, 
and Þ and the ſtrong holds of imagination continues 
unbroken down ; and fo Repentance in this 
cru | tiate is only talked of in vain by all the #0- 
minal Chriſtians upon the face of the carth, 
who experience not theſe things wrought 
and effeRed in them and for them, and arc 
f wholly ignorant of that Repentance which is 
- ic [Lever to be repented of, and of that joy that 
imfell Fi; in Heaven over one ſinner that repenteth, 
ore than over ninety nine juſt perſons whoneed 
o Repentance, F VI. The 


\CPEl- 
tanccs 


EF. 23” 
EMS 


+ c - — - FIR 7 _. = _ n 
r= © 2.2 - EEE 23 — REDS IT EIS = DI <2 PC II CIS MI 
ee ere eee ere OI OI; = IE hw: - 28 3323 - I*X=;UIf  — _ = 
: = > _ = 4 = ——_— FEES 2 
7 0 —— -= —_ 0 —_——_—— Iz - 
- . 


on ee In 


* 


65 The true Chaittians Faith , 


z £ \ 
þ FFI Y AS 4a.4+ " le ie. as "SPV" 4 xd 


- ; 'S C CES wy = _ 
\ —— _ , ——_— O—_- T _— 
: py : 


VI. The True' Chriftiat's Faith and 

Experience concerning Mortificati- 
on, Warfare, Sclf-demial ,, and + 
Bying daily. © 


T8 E True Chriſtian, nekt-unto Repen- 
. tance, believes: the Dorine of Mor. 
tification, Warfare, Selſ=denial, and a dying 
daily; and he ſheweth forth his Faith by his 
Works, having heatd and obey'd the Call of 
God; and being thereby turn'd or repented, 
he comes to receive-the Spirit of Adoption, 
wherchy he can call God- Father, and fo 
cornes to receive Power, againſt the World, 


the Fleſh, and rhe Devil; which though he | 


hath turned his back upon them, and ſet his 
face Sion-wards, yet they will follow him, 
and purſuc him, and attend him with divers 


allurements and temptations, in order 'to | 


turn him back again; and thus will conti- 
nur, laying baits and ſnares, in hopes to pre- 
vail, until a Death be witneſſed to the car- 
nal mind , and trayfgrefling nature , which 
is prone to reccive,the Temptation : There® 
fore the Trae Chriſtian being come to a true 


light and fenſe of the ſtrength and _— 
0 


i. Mad a 
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a rue 
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of the cnerly , watches and wars in che Spi* 
ft againſt him, and obeys the Apoltte's Ex- 
hortation., Mortifie therefore”... 5 
© jokr members which bhe upon” 'C6l:4; 5." 
Rom, 8, 13. 


F 


ough thr Spirit moyrifie the + 
deels of the body, ye ſhall live. yo he wit- 


__neffeth a Dying or Mortifying daily of that 


mfurt and mind which has had a life in fins 


* untifir be mortified'oy killed, and till heeo- 
meth to witneſs that ſaying fulfilled , Death 


i ſtrdllomed up in viftory, the ſtrength of it 
bring taken away; till which is effected he re- 
miineth inthe warfarc, likea good' Souldier, 
following tits Captain , * conquering and to 
conquer, until perfe& viory be'obtain'd 3 
And that ' he may hot fail nor come ſhort in 
this Warfare and wetk of Mrifedrion he 
keeps his eye always uport his Captain, an 
his cars open to that Voite that at firſt quic 
ned him, and called hinitFRepentance, and 


Ps c 


| "his mind ftyed upon that Holy Spirit of 


Grace that hath'wrought hitherto: for him, 
which 'makes felt of 'no reputation', and 
which burieth ſelf in all his Acquirements 


' and Perfe@ion in the Death'of the Crols, as 


not being tir nor worthy to be concerned in 
the Work of Regeneration. And the Trae 
Chriflian well knows; that there is no poſſt- 
bility to be a Diſciple and follower of @hritt 

F 2 } fur- 


68 Thetrue-Chaiſtians Faith 
further than the daily Croſs to ſelf is taken 
vp; he meets with no greater enemy in his 
Journey than ſelf-thoughts and imaginati- 
ons, ſelf-willing and running, ſelf-conſulta- 

©". tion and ſel-working, 
—- ne qo which * if he watch not 
D oy a lee.) 28ainſt, rule over, and 
while he preachea KEeP under by that-hand 
to others, he him- and power that hath ap- 
ſelf became a Caſt- pearcd for his deliverance, 
kts and hath wrought it in a 
| | meaſure, he again may. 

be entang]ed and cnfnared , and driven back 
into that, pit wherein is no water 3 therefore 
he fiands in the DoErine of Self-Denzal, till 
ſelf be denied, andin the putting off the Old 
Man, with his Deeds, till they are wholly 
* off and when he hath done all, to ſtand 


Jl, and*abide with the ſame powcrful 
wand, that hath wrought all theſe things in 
him and for hims: and to it he attributes. 
the glory, and gives the praiſe for ever. 
_. Now the Titwlar Chriſtian profeſſeth the 
Dodrine of Meytification, and talks of a 
Dying to Sin, and a Warring againſt it, and 
of Self-Denial, and putting off the Old Man, 
and zaking up the daily Croſs, &c. But how 
doth-he anſwer his Profeſſhon? What courſe 
coth he take to mortifie Sin, while he be- 
|. eves not in the Light , which ſhines in his. 
| | | heart, 
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heart; that diſcoversAt ; 3 no 1g the manife- 
fationvfthe Spirit given him to mortific and 
deſtroy fin 3 nor in che power of Gpd with- 
in, which gives firength to' war againſt it, 
and ro overcome fin within; neither. hath 


tion, whereby he is enabled Rom. 8.15. 
£o call God Father, but'is'un- | 
acquainted and ignorant of him in that re- 
lation 3 yet hath learned by Tradi! ition, as 
the impenitent and unconver- 


_.... hereceived the Spirit of Ado- 


ted Fews did, to call God Fa- John % 47. 
-ther, whoſe knowledge of * | 


him was taught by the 'Precepts of men : 


'-And though they accounted ' themiſclyes 


children of God by virtue of, this Tradition- 
al Knowledge, reccivedfrom their Fore-fa- 
thers, Rabbies and Doctors of 


the Law ; yet Chriſt Jeſus, the Ifa. 29. 1 3o 


Great Door, and Righteous John 8, 44. 
Judge, and True Teacher,told &e. © 
them, they weeequite the con- SEES, 
trary,even of their Father the Devil. | 

So the Tit#lar Chriftian, while unbegotten 
to God; in his impenitent unregenerate * 
Kate, having, read the holy Scriptures, , and 
the Traditions of his Fathers, furniſhech 


-himſelf with the profeſſion of the Dodtrines 


of the Goſpel (as the Fews did of the Law) 
even while fin reigns in his mortal Body, 
F 3 while 
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C| ile the 1d Man with his deeds areyneput- 
© off, ind whiltScF-will, Sclf=wiſdom,, and © 
Y | Selt. tn Al. its properties, is nfeplcd , |. ; 
| ut Croſs 4 ©h by 


while © he is3 ranger to the, 


il [# kei in Not UP, anc OJIOWS -bat 
o wafits power to mortific fin, and Fg War a= - 
gaiolt. the Workl, Heb and the Devil; Sa 
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ft; | es ibn of. Be: "Sal == | 
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this willing, and 1 runnil Hg. "and popwer. of | Sel 

4: if - enied, 1 aged a rought dozon, aud made | 

bs of 10 Keputarian, by the powerful working and 

| | oper ation reve Spirit of God witbzp, none can 
4 witneſs dead: to fin, nor bave, vidory 

nh obtr it, nox.be a Diſciple of. Chrit Feſus, . 20r 
if fellow him in the Work Fegerrati, let 


11.8 them profeſa, what: they, will , "except this be | 

\; knowh.. their Frefeſignts 4 bye 3 aRd a de- - = 

BE: eee. their. orwn. , ſoul s. 'This i Is th e.word or FEY 
tne 


«$10 'Truth'to all the Titwlar Chrift ri upon 
WEE oa Mo, the Tl. ,of what Name or Se 
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* "Experience concerning Sandificati- 


on, Waſhing 'and Cleanſing from 
_ Sin and Corruption © 


A the Doctrine of, Sanitication, Waſh- 
1ng and. Cleanſing from Sin and Corruption : 
and he manifeſis his Faith by the virtue and 


him-z having heen led. by, the ſame through 


»** 427 


tobe. buried our of his fight : and as he 
 abides and_ dwells with.this SanQifying and 
Cleanſing Power , he is preſerved from cor 


rupting hinſelf,. ox ſo, much as touching the 
-dead again. This is. the Anti-tipe.and ſab- 


_ ance of all the divers:Waſkings, Purificati, 


ons, .and SanMifications, uled under the 
Layw., ' where the Temple andall the Furni- 
tuxe thereof. were ſandificd: 0 Cor. 6,1 9. 


F 4 be 


:72 Thetrue ChiilllansFaith 
be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt 3: - and this 
knowledge keepethhim from defiling of it, 
- beinFbought with a'price.; notWith, Gold 
 . nor, Silver, nor corruptiblethings, but with 
. theprecious Blood of Chriſt , which clean» 
' eth and keepeth clcan'the Trze Chriſtian, 
who trampleth it not: again underhis feet: 
And herein alſo he witnefſeth the Anti-type 
and ſubſtance fignified by- the laying of: the 
| peoples fins upon''a Seape-Goat once a' year, 
_andletting him go into'the Wilderneſs, '&c. 
55 RT: 7. pr4y- ſo'that the people were as 
' Lev. 16- from free and "clean frony ſins 
ver: 8, to:26. - committed the year paſt, as 
"2 + ++,» -Ifthey had committed none 
© atall, "their Sins confeſſed,'and Sacrifices be. 
'"Ing offered, and Atonement made'; Thee 
were the ſhadows of good- things to' come, 
_ the ſubſtance of which theTrue-Ehriſtion now 
'enjoyeth, and is 'come to' the One-Everiaſt- 
_ Ing Offering, Chriſt Jeſus,” which perſe&s for 
"2. - * ever thoſe that are ſaullified; 
Heb. 10. 14. and both be that | ſanfiifieth, 
1 Fs aud they that are ſanflified art 
 Heb.' 2, 11. oll of one: And be that is joy- 
- + © + wed tothe Lord is one Spinit, 
- And the Trae Chriſtian abiding in- this Sar: 
* Gification and Unity with the Lord, fins no 
-, more, ſo needs no-farther Confeſſion of ſin, 


- nor further Sacrifice for it # being drawn near | 


#nto 


i. wWX = 


1S no 


F fin, 


near | 


#110 
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\i; unto the. :Lord with a true  - 
bor 2:7 foll. affurance of Heb. 10-22, 
--Faith;baving bis beart ſprink- - 


_ 14e@ from. an evil Conſeience, and bis hea Wa 
1 ſhed with pure. Water. Here -is no more 2 xc- - 


-membrance;ggain- of fin onge a year(z yet 
. there.is a polWilityz- after this eſtate:is wit- 
-neſſed and ef)oyed, that there | 
. way be a. falling away, or a... Heb, TOs 26. 
. wilſul fGoning again , which 

, the Apoſile knew well, and therefore war- 
- ned people tobewareof it, that hy: tread 
notthe Son of Ged under feet, | 

. #or:count:the Blood of the Co - Heb: 10-29, 
. Tenant, wherewith tbey were - E \ RT 
| ſantiified , an Unholy thing 
nor do deſpight nnto the $ pireraf Grace, There- 
: fore the True Chriſtian,: after he- is waſhed, 
cleanſed and ſanGified, watcheth againſt all 


-:that would.defile him: apainzand in the;$pirit 


and power, which hath wrought his ſanRifi- 
- ation, abiding, he rules and reigns over fin 
- and 'Satan,; and is-no;more Jentangled- with 
- the yoak of: bondage 3-but keeps in his inhe- 
. ritance-arnong them that/are 
. fanRifed, who are Members Acts 20. 32. 
of that' glorious. Church, Ephel, 5; 27. 
which is without ſpot, or: 
. wrinkle; or-any fuch thing, bak and with- 
- out blemiſh, _ 
c 


he Titular Chriſtion;;he alfoitalks af and 
/ithe- Doftsine . of \Slh&ification, 


 oniofegnct, becauſe ch og 
- bf che-work" thereofcimUgli 
2thd inthe holy Scriptures 


that the Lord will be' ſanitified of 'allthas drew 
Far u1t9 bim : Therefore the hathi deviſed a 
'Profeffion of 'Saritification,' which” may-be 
only taken off, but never poſſeſſed and 


wrought in him on this ſidthe Grave: And | 


to this ent&he hath ' made-up: a Faithof. his 

own, and is wholly ignorintof. that Faith 
"Whith"wasonced 
Holy: People) by which cheir hearts were 
'Þ And "by virtue of. this 'feigned 
| Falth 'perfvades) himſelf, chat the Sandifica- 


tion'and'! Holineſs of Ghrift without him, | 


ſhall be" reckoned and-fmputed unto him, 
While he remaihs unfanctitied, and: unholy ; 


and that the Cleinnefs, Innocency-and Spot-. 


leſneſs of Chriſt ſhaltbeaccounted unto him, 
notwithſiindirig he'reinains foul, guilty,and 
fall of Spots and-Defilements; and'that God 
looks upon himi'nat*as he isin himſelf, but 
"as heis in Chrift Jefus; his Saviour 3 when 
indeed he is not in him, nor ſaved by aaa 

rom 


po 
| and Cleayfing from: Sort'and. Cans. | 
_ Tue his talk is not rrae, anitbls Pro-. 


on adn 
# cay enter "inth and :tpat 
we boi m0 manvan fee the Lord ; and: 


cd to the Saints: (or - 


HEXperien  neclared. 
from.t that which efiles him; OY | 
for,.of, any:m788 be in. Chyift,- 2 Cor. 5 6, fy 


be 134-8577 Create el things+. 
an S90h, 4 all things axe- become new: : 
« the-Titxlar Chriſtian' may. try. hie-. 


[ As { he bei.not really changed; the old: 


Cre turc.and old things paſt away, he-is not- 
in ift,;, and. God+cannot, nor doth: not 


look ypon him ,where he is aot ; $:: pm_ 


a . not-- further. deceive himſelf, : fay 

d's witneſs in his own Conſcience,. ſceth 
| judgeth him where he is; out of Chrift, 
ayfiified> in the.old nature,and old things 
I Gad,. from whence, it comes,, is BIEa(ere 

ecth aud judgeth him alſo. ---- > 
And is Titular. Cinfien, is-ſo-far; fie 
living and cpJoying a ed ſtate, really; 
deed,,. ayd in truth-,/a3 the Trae Ghriftion 
Mad doth, char. he Never COMes to enjoy 

uch clearnefs and-freedom. from Gn, as 
the 74r5 did, who lived but. in, the Types, 
Fourts « and Shadows \of gogd;; things -to 
come 3 for they ance a. year, while they kept: 
the Law, wene quittcd and caſed of all their 
Sins ; and: Tranſgreſſions, and a full Attonee 
ment. was:made once-A year for all ſins paſt, 
&c. which is. moxe thay all the Nominal 
Chriſtians upon the face of the earth yeally: 


Enjoy. : notwithſtanding their boaſt of lie: 


ving in Goſpel;times, and in the days of the 
New 
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| New Covenant, and: of Salyation by Chriſt 


Lat 
- To Us 
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Teſus Their boaſt is vain, the Goſpel, which 
is the power of God to'falvation (working 
| and operating in their. inward man, to'fave 
.* not onlyfrom'the guilt, 'but'fromt « kr of 
| fin, and to cleanſe fron all iniquity) they are 
| wholly ignorant of; and ſtrangers'to;' and 
the: New Covenant ; the law in' the heart, 
whick rakes free from'the Law of Sin and 
; Death,*and the Spirit that ſandifieth From” 
$ it, reigns not in their mortal bodies, but the' 
contrary, viz. Sin, and the Law of it ; and 
by the Spirit of Truth are convinced of it, 
and by God's Ficegerent' tþc light-in their 
Conſciences, they ftand arraigned,” and con- 
victed-before the ſudgment-ſcat of 'God, let 
their Profeſſion be never ſo high, © 
And the Titeular Chriftian is not*a living 
witneſs of the ' One Everlaſting Offering, 
which perfeQeth for ever thoſe that are ſan- 
Aified-; nor of the-Oneneſs and Unity-whith 
ts between him that ſandtifeth, and thoſe 
that arcſanQified 3 norof the abiding with 
him that ſanQifieth, fo as to fin no more; 
neither is be drawn near unto God with a trut 
beart, ſprinkled from ant evil ' Conſcience 3 nor 
#s his body waſhed with pure water : he hath 
no full aſurance of Faith in theſe things 
but rathtr concludes them unattainable o 
this fide the Grave, and ſo is held captive | 
in 


—— 
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| fate 


in the Chains of fin and Satan, and entan. 
glcd with the, yoak of bondage , and in this 
e inherit miſery and. darknels ; and is 
Member of that Church which, is full 
ſpots. and wrinkles, ſores and corruptions,: 


diſcaſed from the'crown of the head to the 


ſole of the foot ; of this Church Chriſt is 
not the Head, Let the Tirwlar Chriftianima=- 


gine what he will, he muſt depart among the 


Goats, becauſe he is a worker gf iniquity. . 


—_—_ 


VII. .; The True Chriſtians Faith aud 


_ Experience concerning. Jultification. 


THE Trxe Chriſtian believeth the Do- 
,  Grineof+Juſtification, and that it im- 
mediately ſucceeds the Work - 
of Sandification ; being juſti- Rom, 5.1, 
fied by Egith (even that Faith 
which is"the gift of God ) he 
witneſſeth peace with God Heb. 10. 38. 
threugh the Lard Jeſus Chriſt ; Heb. 12. 23, 
And the juſt lives by Faith; 
And he is come to the Spirits of juſt men 
made perfett, &c. even now in this age, as 
the Trae Chriſtian did-in former ages ,, teſti- 
fiedof in the holy Scriptures : Now to be 
juſtified, is to be made juſt, by virtue of _ 
_- Fai 
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Faith which. gives vidtory'orer tl ©-6w)AR, 
and: by that Blood which eleaeſ#th 'ahitl ſaver 
from orah to: comb; And- uifica 
-  -cornesnGt by che Whrlts oft j 
Gal. 2.16, - Law; For by. that hall sf 
ihe W Fry 'nor by fel-works, 
nor felf- Righteouſneſs , but by the free gift 
of God, which leads throuph che'Law, ard 
falfils it, and deſtroys (elfxWorks y and Rf- 
Righteouſneſs, and eeftabliſhes'; god Works, 
and brings in everlaſting Riphrcouſnels 
which exceeds the rightcouſnels of Seribe, 
Phariſees z and Hypocrites ; and herein the 
Tr we Chriftian ſtands juſtified inthe: fi ight of | 
God, who worketh-oll bit works 'urhim, and 
. forbim, and to will and to do of 
Phil. 2.13. hit own goott pledſure + And 
Rom.$.33. none-can lay any thing to the 
charge of this El:8. whom Ged 
Es quſtifieth. | 
The Titular Chriftian , he profe 
Dottrine of Juſtification by Faith it 
Jeſus , but it's no more than a bare Profeſ- 
tion, and his Faith is not the Faith of God's 
Ele&; neither ishe led into peace with God 
by it, nor receives power by it to gain vi- 
Etory over the unjult nature- and ſpirit that 
lives in him, but imagines an imputative 
Fuſtification, andapplics the Juſineſs, Righte- 
ocincs, and Holinefs of Chriſt , wrought 
with- 


% 


4 


- 


ol 


ol 


/ 
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out him above 1600; years a 


greftion and hath power over.the; tranſ- 
greflor as long/ as he-liveth) unto Chriſt, 
which was before the Law, and before there 
was any eccafion for the Law., who alqpe is 
able rouſtifie the Righteous,. and condihr 


the wicked; whoſe ways are all equal, juſt 
and righteous, - never condemning the Juſt, 
and juflifying/the Wicked : And it may be 
truly ſaid of this Ti1zlar Chriſtian, as Chriſt 
ſaid to the Covetous Phariſees, who derided 
him, Te are they which JUSTIFIE TOUR 
SELVES before men ; but 

God knoweth yorr hearts; for | 
that which is highly efteemed 

amongſt men, is abomination in the ſight of 


Luke 16, 15: 


God. 


'And now the ſatne Spirit that then deri- 
ded Chriſt, and ſet-him at naught, and that 
then ruled in the -hearts of Scribes, Phariſees 
and Hypocrites,and impenitent hard-hearted 


Jews, 


8; The true Chyittians Faith 


Jews, in this partof the world-called Chri- 


fendom, is now turned Profeſſor of him in 


words, and teaches him in whom it rules, + 
to talk of Salvation and Juſtification by him, : 


, 


thoughat the ſame time that Spirit lives and... 


d... 
rules in his heart (to. which Ged looks, aud ® 
which he knoweth)- that denieth,, deſpiſcth, - 


betrayeth and crucifiggh him, even while he 
pretends to worſhip; fitm , as the Jews did, 
' who, ſmote him. on the head, 


Mark 1 5.19. 8nd ſpit upon him, and moce - 


hed bim, and at the ſame 


time bowed their knees and worſbipped him ; - 
I; and as. Judas did, who ſaid, - 
MatB6. 49. Hail Maſter, and kiſſed bim, 


and at the ſamg time betrayed. 
bim : The Nominal. or Titular Chriſtian is 


guilty of the ſame thing, he living in that, 


and daily committing that which ever was | 


the.cauſe and occaſion of all his ſufferings, 
(viz. Sin) Therefore is he many times con- 


viced, reproved, judged and condemned in f 
his heart by God's Spirit that. ſearcheth it, 


even while his Tongue talks of Juſtification. 
Now to this Spirit of God, which ſearchetb 


bis beart, and trieth his reins, and the inner- + 


moſt parts of the belly, is this Titular Chriſti- 


«3 counſell'd to take heed , and tohear its - 


judgment concerning him , and with his 


whole heart receive the ſame , and by it - 


judge 


—— 
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EC. AM VE Flac Feries, vain, Conceits, Noti- 

mn Ons We Dreams, ty which he 

bo £ ived, throvgh the ſub- 

1 St my the Devil and Sa- 

bs hd. er. his Servants, Children, 

and Slaves,” to 'furn Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 

me in.name, and to.talk of the 

while he keeps poſſeſſion of the 

Heirt. FE pe the Titular Chriſtian cohfider 
theſe things ior ie be too late, 


ESE , 


IX. T he Tims Chriſtians Faith we 
Experience concerning Baptiſm ard. 


the ooh Supper: 


HE Trub Chriſtian believes and lives 
under the two great Ordinances of 
Chriſt, Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord 


* inthe Myftery ; z and he cah give an exgcri-. 


mental account hqw he came to live in the 
enjoyment of theſe Ordinances , even how 
he paſſed throvgK the work of Regenerati- 
on, Mortification, and Self-deaial, Sanctih- 
cation and Jaſtification , before he come to. 
be a true ſubje& and partaker of theſe Or- 
dinances 5 he can tell how the 
014 Man with his deeds were 
pint off, and the New Man put 
G 


Gal. 3.29. 
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04 for he that ir baptized into Chrift, hath 
pxt on Chrift, not only profeſſed him, while 
the Old Man was alive, but Baggized with 


the ſame Baptiſm he was Baptized with in a 


meaſure , even with the Holy Ghoſt and 
Fire, which is inward and ſpiritual , .and 
waſheth, cleanſeth, and. purificth inwardly 
and Spiritually, which all che outfide Waſh- 
ings and Baptiſms were but a Type ofz and 
by this Baptiſm the True Chriſtian is not on- 
ly waſhed and made,clean , but kept and 
preſerved by the ſame, clean ang pure,' pre- 
paredand made fit to put on the Wedding- 
Garment, and to ſit at the' Table -of the 
Lord , and partake of the Feaſt of Fat 
things, and drink of the Wine that he hath 
prepared, which is the” Blood of the New 
Teſtament, whichiis Drink indeed, and he 
| eats the Fleſh gf the Son of 
John 6. 53. Man, which is Meat indeed; 
' _ and this is the Supper -of the 


| Lor@#: and he cats and drinks woxthily, 


diſcerning the Lords Body , having heard his 
Volce, and opened-the Dogg , at which he 
once ſtood knocking; and he is now come 

, inunto him, actqgding to. his 


Rev. 3- 20, - faithful promiſe , and ſwppeth 
; with bim , and he with him; 


here is the Fruit of the Vine drank, new in 
the Kingdom of God ; and here is the bleſſed 
Man 
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Man thaggateth Bread in the M:rk 14.25. 
Kingdom of God, and fit= Luke 14.15. 
teth down therein , being, A 
cloathed with his Wedding- Garment of fine 
Linnen, and adornedas a Bride for her Hut- 
band, and enjoying the efficacious Vertue 
of hint, which is Everlaſting Life and Salva- 
tion, hungering and thirfting no more after 
the forbidden Fruit , nor after the Wine of 
Sodom. becauſe he hath the ſame mind which 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, who never hunger'd nor 
thirſted afterghoſe things, though tempted, 


yet never ttanſprefſed , but overcame the 


Devil in all his temptations : This 1s the 
ſtate and glory of the Trffe Chriſtian; this 
honour have all the Saints, who come to be 
eſtabliſhed in the, mind of Chriſt ; and this 


honour they had in former ages, born wit- 


- neſs of, and teſtified in the Holy Scriptures, 


ahd is in ſtore, and®laid up for all that love 


_ his appearance, and come unto God by him. 


The Titular Chriſtian, he ſaith, he owns 
Chriti's Ordinances, and profcfſeth himſelf a 
Subje of thic Baptiſap of Chriſt, and a Guett 
at the Lord's Table 3 but his profetiion muſt 


'be examined, tryed and ſearched for as in 


other things, (o in this, he muſg not be ſo be- 
cauſe he protef{cth it 3 this were to judge ac- 
cording to appearance, and fo not righteous 
Judgment 3 his account that he gives to 

G 2 prove 
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prove that he is10, is as followeth: Firſt, as: 
to Baptiſm,he hath received theAdirMiiſiratis 
on of it by Water after one Faſhion or other; 
cifher when he was a. Child he had water. 
ſprinkled upon his Face by thehand of a tin- | 
ful Pricti, or plunged ® 11 over, it may be 
accompanied with othcr Ceremonicg,, as 
Spittle, Cream, Salt, Oyl, and the fign of 
the Croſs, &c. or otherwiſe; when he grew 
up to years of difcretion, able to receive the 
Traditions of his Fore-tfathers, and to read 
the Aoly Scriptures, therein he finds that 
Civers wcre Buiptizced in WateFaftcr they 
did bclicve in Job's Minifiry, who was the 
pecuiiar Miniſter of it (and was a burning. 
' and a ſhining light in his day, and as the 
voice of onecryiag, in the Wilderneſs, Pre- 
pare the way of the Lord) and that Jeſus him- 
{elf was Baptizcd therewith, and that many 
others were Baptized, nat only by Feb», but 
alſo by thc Diſciples and ApoRtles of Jeſus : 
Now this. Rcader, it may bein the tender. 
ncls and fimplicity of his Spirit, the vail be- 
ing over his hcart when he reads, is ready fo. 
conclude , Surely this'is an Qrdinance of 
Chriſt, this is Chriſts Baptiſm ; and if I will 
be his Di (ciple, I muſt be a Subjedt of itz if I 
would be counted a Believer, I muſt alſo be 
Baptized with Water, or elſe I cannot be ſa 
ved: and ſo this Reader his Eye being ,a.. 
broad 
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| broad, and being ignorant of that Head, in - 


which the wiſe Mans. eye ſtands , and not 
diſcerning the Times and Seaſons, and the di- 
vers Diſpenſations of Ged towards Mankind 
fixce the Fall, nor perceiving the end of them, 
lays hold of the Shadow and Figure, inftecad 


\ , of the Sybſiance, and gets poſſeilion of. the 


Shell inſtead of the Kernel, his Body waſhed, 
though not with the pure Water of the 
Word, his Out- fide Baptized with outward 
Water, and then accounts hjmiclt a Subje& 
and Partaker of Chriti's Ordinance : But 
herein the Titular Chriſtian of all farts is:de- 
ceived; for notwithſtanding his Teachers 
tell him, that he entered within the Pale of 
the Church, and ;was made. a Mcmber of 
Chriſt, when he was ſprinkled with Water 


. InÞþis Infancy 3 and the other, when of Un- 


derſtanding to imitate,others , I ſay, berein 
he deceiveth himſelf, and is deceived, becauſe 
he (till remains ignorant of the One Baptiſm, 
which waſheth and cleanſeth the inſide, puri- 
fieth the Heart, and (prinkles the Conſcience 
from dead Works, of. which all:the outtide 
Sprinklings, Waſhings, and Baptiſms that 
ever were appointed of God, or practis'd of 


Holy Men, were but a Figurc or Type; And 


the Trae Chriſti: fiicks not, nor remains in 
any of them: but it's agreat Mytiery to tell 
the Titular Chriſtian of being Baptized with 
| G3 this 
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this one Baptiſm , which 'is the Baptiſm of. - 
Chriſt, under the term of the Holy Ghoft and 4 
Firc, though he may read" that Chriſt fore- 
told, that even thoſe that' were partakers 
of Joba's Baptiſm , which was the greateſt 
of outward Baptiſms , ſhould be Baptize 
| with the Holy Ghoſt and 
Mat. 3-IT, 12, Fire: And Fobn jd, I ig; 
deed Baptize with water, WN- 
to Repentance z but he that cometh after ne, in. 
mightier than IT, whoſe ſhoes T am not worthy 
to bear, be will*Baprize with the Holy Gb:ſt 
and with ,Fire, whiſe Fan is in bis hand, 
and will make clean his Floor, and gather bis 
Wheat into bis Garner » and burn #þ the Chaff 
with urquenchable Fire. This the True Chri- 
ftian Witneſſed , filfi}led *in the. Primitlve 
cies, and now is partaker 
Gal. 3.27, of the ſame, being bapttzed 
Col. 2.12 ita Chriſt, bath put bim on, 
being Baptized into . bis 
Death, is baried with him in Baptiſm ; ; and 
this Baptiſin brings all that are partakers of 
ir, of what Nation or Conn- 
The Ground of iry ſoever » Bind or Free, 
Unny.' ',". into one Body, into Oneneſs 
42 of Heart , and Mind, and 
x Cor.12.13, Spirit, as Paul teltified to the 
"= Corinthians, For by one Shi- 
rit wo are all Baptized into one Body, whether 
we 
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wobe Jews.or Grecians , whether we be Dond 
or freez ' 8nd bave been all made. 10 drimk into 
owe Spivit 3 this blefſed Onenels and Unity, 
js the Fruit and Effe& of .che one true Ba» 
ptiſm of Chrilt Jelas. 

Theſe things the Tirular Chrftian can read | 
of in the holy Scriptures , which the Trze 
Chriftians were witneſſes of :; But till the 
Vail of the Covering be rent and taken away 
from off his heart, and he truly turned unto 
the Lord, and becomes ſenſible of the Ope« 
ration of his Spirit, as a Faxner, as a Pure 
hey, as a Gatherer of the heat into the 
Garner, arid asa Fire to burn up the Choff, 
cill this he knows working imhis own heart, 
he rernains in Death and Darkneſs, and only 
talks of Heavenly Things , and lives in the 
Fartbly, 'and boaſts of Chriſt's Ordinance of 
Boptijmn, but is a [tfanger'to it, and ſticks in 
the outfide:and ſhadow, and abides in the 
outward Court which is trodden under foot 
of the Gentiles, and cries up the Temple of 
the Lord and his Ordinances, but dwells not 
therein, nor ts not a living Witneſs or Mem- 
ber thereof. = - 

And concerning the Lord's Swpper, the 
Titula+ Chriſtian profeſſeth himſelt a Gueſt 
prepared tofit at the Table, and to eat ofthe 
Dairties that he hath prepaged 3 but the 


Maſter of the Feaſt hath appeared , and ta- 


G 4 ken 
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ken notice of his Gueſts, and hath given an 
eye alſoto his Children, to ſec beyond the 
outtide Appearance and Profeſſion:3 . and the 
day of Tryal and. ManifcRation is come, and 
the Titular Chriſtian muſt be exarnin'd, whe- 
ther he tits at the Table of the Lord, and 
eats of his Fleſh; and drinks of his Blood; 
or on the contrary , Whether heonly profel- 
{th it , and crowdeth .hdmſelf in unprepa- 
red , without his Wedding-Garment , ahd 
cxtchethat a Stadow , and feedeth' upon 
Husks, and is as one: that dreameth he eat- 
eth, but when he awakes, 1s. hungery\ 
therefore how. doth. he demontirate that he 
is a Partakcr oh this SuppeF-? \ why,” he hath 
received by Tradition, or findeth, it written 
in the holy Scriptures, That - the ſame night 
that Chrift was betrayed, be took Bread, aud 
h1-ſſed.it, a#&4bruks it, aud gave to bit Diſ- 
cipler,-and ſaid, Take, eat, this js my Bcdy, 
which is given ſor-you, do this inremembrance 


-of tz ard alſatbe Ciep, ſaying, This Cup is 


that New Teltameit in my Blood, which is (hed 
Jor.yon , 14515 do as often gs ye drink, inremem- 
brance of me ; And Paul faith, Ss ofien as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this Cup, you ſhew 
forth the Lord's Death till he come,” This was 
only toand among{ii the D:fcipies and weak 
Belicvcrs, agd wavin'it (elt but'a Reprelen- 
tation and Figure of that which is; Meat in- 
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deed, and Drink indeed , which Paul prin- 


| cipally aim'd-at, which at Chriſt's ſecond 


Appearance without Sir unto Salvation, his ' 
Saints and Diſciples were Partakers of. But 
the Titular Chriftian betore he hath appro- 
ved himſclt a-Diſctple of Jeſus, and betore 
he hath followed him one flep in the Work 


. of Regeneration , begins to imitate what 


he finds was pra@tiſed by Chriſt and his DiC 
ciples, though not in the ſame S/#rit, nor to 
the ſame End ; one, fort gets Bread and 
Wine, and Conſecrates it (as he faith) by 
a ſinful Hand and polluted Lips, and then 


- Imagins it immediately Trasſsbſtantiated (or 


changed) into the Real Flr and Blood of 
Chrili ; - this is a great and tirong Dclution 
Indeed». he being led by ſuch a grofs impli- 
cit Faith , as to belicye ſa palpable and wit- 
lſsaLye (contrary: to: his outward Stinſes, 
which are able to cry. outward things) for 


_ thevery] Bread and. Wine ſq gonſecrared, re- 


mains of. the very fame Duality , Nature, 
and Form as before, and as tubject to Decay, 
Meull, and Corrnpt,. and be eaten by Vermin, 

as any other Bread and Wine of the ſame 


kind. 


Another fort, not quite ſo much beſotted 


in this thing, bloffeeh bread and Wine atter 


his manner, and looks upon it as Bread and 
Wine after his Bleling is bettowed upan it, 
cating 
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_ eating and drinking of it, ſome after one fa 


ſhion , *and ſome after another , calling it, 
A Blefſ:d Sgcrament : One will eat it before 


Dinner. another after Supper : One ſtandin 
another knzeling, another fitting, Oe. wy 
do not look upon it 'as Real Flefp and Blood, 
but'a Repreſentation, Type, or Figwre , or 
ſomething which ought ro be partaken of in 
remembrance of Chrift till he comes. - But 
in all theſe things the Tztular Chriſtian de 
ceives himſelf, and indeed hath 'no part'in 
the one, nor in the other, in the true F5gure, 
nor in the Subitazce : And notwithſtanding 
his outward Mouth eats and drinks outward 
Bread and Wine, which comes from beneath, 


and is the Fruit of the earth; his inward man 


pines-and hungers-for want of partaking of 
that, Living Bread which comes down from 
Heaven, and is wholly a ſtranger to that 
Fleſh which is Meat indeed, and to that Blood 
which is Drink indeed; ahd puts thecoming 
. of the Lord far off: and is wholly ignorant 
not only of him , but of the manner of his 
coming alſo , and of the very Doorof Con- 
ſcience, at which he ſtands knocking, and fo 
doth not open unto him, but openeth to a 
Stranger, and entertaineth his Enemy, and 
giveth place and- obedience to that which 
occafioned all his Sufferings (viz, Sin) and 
the Author of it: This is to fit at the Ta- 


ble 


þ 
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ble of Devils, cating of the Forbiddey Fruits 


In thisfiate he hath no part in the precious 
Promiſes, no right nox title in Chriſt nor his 
Ordinances, mycþ being to de before all things 
are prepared aud made reagy fur the Laſt $up- 
per, And befqre this Tituler Chriſtian is 
mage fit to fit at the Table with him, or ſtand 
upright in his. preſence 5 and befare he knows 


-*him to make his abode with him, and to 


ſup with him, 4s he hath promiſed , and as 
the True@briſtian- in former Ages, and naw 
in this Age eppbycth, who did and goth 
witnels Eternal Life abiding _ xt 
in him 3 For be that cateth Read Jobs 6. 
bis Fleſh, and driuketh bis $53,54+55:56s. 
Blood, hath Eternal Life, and 57,W, 
awelleth in him, and be iw © 
him, &c, __ | 
\ This the Tit#lar Chriflzau cannot receive 
nor underſtand, no more than the Jews did 3 
this he flumbleth at, _and goeth rard, 
murmureth and taketh.offence ,, as ome of 
old did, when Chriſt was ſpeaking of the 
Bread which came down from Heaven, 
which, who cat of ſhould live for ever, many 
of his. own Diſciples (aid, This is a hard ſay* 
ing who can bear it ? and ſo. murmvred, aud 
went backyard and walked no. more with him: 
Theſe, though they heard his many gracious 
Words, and faw his mighty Works and wh 
racles 
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racſes wrought before their carnal eyes and | 5 
ears, yet they ſaw not him, as he was the | ag 
mighty power of God, ror heard him, ag | ait 
Peter did , who ſaid , when he asked the | dr 
Twelve, Will ye leave me alſo ? Maſter, Ty | W 
whom ſhall we go ? Thou haſt the words of eter. | 
nal life, and we belirzve and know, thon arr | j* 
Chrift, the Son of the living God." This know-'V/S 
ledge, 9 was revealed unts him, not | 0 
by Fleſh andWlood, but by his Heagenty Fa- | © 
_—__F--" ens 2 th 
Now the Titular Chriſtin denies Reve- || fl 
lation, the only means of all true knowledge; | © 
and ſo in his carnal imaginations, and exal- | 
. ted mind above the Croſs of Chriſt, glories } * 
- inthe fiſh, and prides himſelf with what | » 
Fleſh and Blood hath taught him, and revea- 
led unto him and crics up natural Bread, 
'and natural Wine, and a natural Supper, 
'which feeds the natural Man, and remains a 
'Straiffer to that Bread: which cometh down | © 
from; Heaven, and tothe Wine of the King- 
dom, and to the Supper of the Lord ; and 
to his Table which is rightly ſpread ; and” 
hates and derides the True Chriſtian , who 
poſſeſſeth and*enjoyeth theſe things: And 
+his-is the cauſe';” that notwithſtanding the 
Titular Chriftia eats never ſo often of this 
outward Bread; and drinks this outward 
Cup,' (which he in his ignorance calls, The 
BD, Supper 
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| Supper of the Lord) he hungers and thirſts 


again ,' even after the Forbiddon Friit, and 
after the Wine of Sodom and Egypt , and 
drinks down iniquity as «the Ox drinketh 


water: And ſo, in the end, notwithſiand- & . 


ing his Notions and- Profeſſion of the Swp- * 
perof the Lord, and Eating at bis Table, his: 


;Soul fs hard beſtead with hunger, and pines 


for thirſt, an$1abours for very vanity, ſow- 
e&th the Wind, and reaps the Whirl. wind of 


the wrath of God, This is the ſtate of all 


the Titular Chriſtians upon the face of the. 
earth, of what Name or Seq ſoever. 


Mc. 
—_— 
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X. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Ex- 
perience, concerning the Univerſal 
| Love of God towards all Mankind. 


E ky ' True Chriſtian believes, that the 
Love of God is univerſal unto all 
mankind 3 and that his Grace, which bring- 
cth Salvation, hath and doth appear unto all 


' men; and that he hathgiven a manifeſtati- 


onof his Spirit to every man to profit with- 
al; and that he hath and doth give his good 
Spirit and Gifts to the Rebellious 3 and that 


| God fo loved the World, that. he hath gi- 


ven his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
Ih = 


94 The ttte' Chiffffans Faith 
X believeth in him ſhould 
_ *None Fn not periſh, F 5 have ever. 
lafting Life 7 and thathe 
SY OT che true Light that 
. lighteth every man com- 
"Ing into'the World; and that this Light is 
Taving arid ſafficient to' lead all Man nid, 
thatlove'it, and walk in it, to him rom 
whence it cotnes, where they may inherit 
Lif&and' Salvation ; and' God: wills not the 
dexth of him-that dies, neither doth he' de. 
fire the death of a Sinner , but rather that 
he (hould:turn and live; and his Call is to 
. all men every wherg to-repent 3 and there i: þ 
a poſſibility that all men may hear bis Voice, and | 
repent , KAN may partake of his Univerſal 
Love, and-be faved by his Grace, which 
hath appeared, and' profit by tht Manifeſts- 
tioti' which hehath given, and be guided out 
Fs oi Rebellion by his good 
The Gifts, Gra- Spirit; and to beljcve in 


ces and Spirit” of 
bone” reds heraiun him, which favesfrom pe- 


all men, yea, to rhe riſhing , and gives ever: 

Rebellious, Storh- lafting Life : Theſe things 

ful, _ Diſobedi- are calld for , and exhor- 
ent, to lead them 

our of thoſe things ted to throughour the 

Holy Sriptures 3 and 

there is a potlibility to 

obey' phos 3 otherwiſe, all is in vain 3 the 

Call to all in vain, the appearance of Grace 

| to 
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toallin vain, the Gift and Manifetiation of 


. theSpirit to every one in vain, and the ſhi- 


ning, of the Light in vain ,, if Mex may not - 


obey. it andwdlk, init, 50 man's deſiruRion is 
_ of himſelf, and his Sorcs remain uncured, 


and his Soul unredeemed 3 not becauſe there 
isno Balm in.Gzlead, or becauſe the armof 
the Lord is ſhortened, br his Love abared 3 
nor not becauſe he hathigecreed' any man's 
—_— buc bccauſe-men 
will not make ulc of thE:Balm, 'nor be:ga- 
thered. by his Arm, that is ſtretched out all 
the day long, even toghe rebellious, toſave 
them, nor receive that love that daily:is ten- 
dered:: TheirEye is blind, and their Souls * 
poor, miſcrable and naked ; not becauſe-he 
bath- not Eye-ſalve, finc Linnen, and FTrea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge tofurniſh 
them wichal z but becauſe men are takenup 
with other things, and have no mind to pur- 
chaſe Gold tried in the fire, nor White Rai- 
ment to be cloathed : The forbidden Feuit* 
ſcems more beautiful and lovely codctire, the 
enemy having drawn out his mind- to look 
aftgr it, he turns his back upon che other ; 
then hiseye is blinded, and his car ſiopped 3 
then he cannot ſee the Glory of God'to (ur. 
pals the beauty and glory of all things viſi- 


' bleand inviſible, nor delight in the hearing 
of his Voice, and obeying it 3 but his ftoln - 


Water 


_ c—_— 
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Water is ſweet, and the forbidden Fruit is 


pleaſant to man in this blind, deaf, and deid 


cftate, wherein he walks in the broad way; 


and falls into every temptation, bait, and 
ſnare of ' the enemy, that old Serpent who 


having drawn him thus -far , takes him ca- 


ptive at his pleaſure. Thus entered Sin in the 
beginning, and thus it Increaſers, and thus the 
exemy prevaileth. "th 

Now. no man in 
eye which was blind! 


through Tranſgretfi- 


on , nor unſiop that ear, norſave and deliver ' 
| himſelf out of the handwof his enemy, which 
_ holds him in ſore captivity : Therefore, 
” herein is the univerſal love of God manifeſt, 


that he hath laid help upon one that's migh- 
ty, that's able to ſave to the uttermoſ ; that 
hehath appointed and prepared a Seed that I 
able to bruiſe the Serpents” Head 3' and that 
he hath ſown this good and powerful Sced in 


the hearts of al|men, inthe bad Ground as: 
welles in the good ; . and that he hath cauſed 


his Light to (hinc in the hearts of all, though 
in Darkneſs, and his Rain to fall upon all, 
Juſt, and Unjult; and to call upon all men 
every where; and to follow mankind (who 
is run from him by Tranſgreſton, and hid 


himſelf among the Trees, -and covered him- 
ſelf with the Fig-Trce Leaves) and to meet 


with him in the cool of the day z and to rea- 


, ſon 


eſtate can open that, 


_ 7 at _— 


fon.vih hen; wh ,."__ and chaſtiſe 


1. ordef to do him: 90d, if he will 
keti to his Voice, and © 
FT * Reprodfy - 
ch: is Rretched © wiy ; arid he t 
outs ”, which, "hatech feprocfhng 
3 Sy wa not” - die, Prov. br 10+ 
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XL The True © Chriſtian's s Fu aud 
Experience concerning the Dorine 
V Eleftion and Reprobation. * 


Lefion Fe Reprobation ſtands In the 
two-Sceds, called The Seed of 1he Wa 
mow and The Seed of the Serpent 3 and all 
mankind are partakers of the one or of the 
ocher., as cither of theſe two Secds grow-up 


ir them, and as they grow up in the one, or - 


in the other 3.01 Joyn to the one, or to the 


other 5 and are born of the one, * which is 


incorruptible, or of the other. which is cor- 
tuptible: And this:Seed, which is incorru- 
ptible, 


through the knowing this Seed become { 


prible, and hath repaid ure = Mghon 
all: Generafions , .is that ip 

Aqs 3: 25. which alt þ ations. are bleſ- 
;  - ſedyas they comie-to-be horn 

of it : And. this is-it.uato which al the 
Fioahs of God'are Tea and Amen , which 
was not made unto” Seeds ,: as of many, az 

.- Paul ſaith, ſpeaking of the 

Gal. 3. 16,29. Seed" of Abrabay » but of 
+ one Serd,, whichis. Chriſt; 

ad they that are Chriſt's, are Abrabanp's Seed, 
and Heirs by Promiſe. And the. EleQion o 
Choice of God: ſtands in this Seed ," and all 
the Heavenly Bletfings,and Evangelical Pro. 
-miſes-comes to be enjoyed and: inherited by 
mankind through Faith in this Seed,through 
the-growing up'ot his: Seed in them, and 
through the knowing this:Seed to remain in 
them, -and become the greateſtof all Seeds, 
Ropping the growth of the Seed of the Ser- 
pent,, 'bruifing his Head , and cauſing his 
whole body to. languiſh and die : Agl 


Pomertul-i in them, as to poſſeſs the Gates 
Its eremies; -- with this Seed,and with allt 
are bornof it, God's Ele&ion ſtands fur 
and his Covenarit is. kept with it for ever 
whom he loves here, he loves'to the endi 
and all that love:this Seed , he will be thei 
God, and they ſhall be his People: and thok 
alt 
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ELIE True $7 who is horn of 


PO. os 1 S$*.+ * 4 »* ! 
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ith ian ; Ty, to: Bras 
WE as; 3 Charity, &c. 'and as be doth 
theſe things beſþ all never fall; but have atien- 
trance miniſtred abundantly into the everloſt- 
ing Kingdom of his Lord and Saviour Jef 
Chriſt : ay he lays.afide all * © 

Malice, .and alGzile and Hy. Oh1 that Chri- 
pocriftes, and Envies, and all obey would 
Evil. Speakings, and becomes 57 

41.4 new born Babe, deſiring © * 

the ſincere Milk of the Wird, that he wa grow 


7 £4 Ste, 


more and more, and increa ſe with the increaſe 


of God thereby, until be grows up. inthe Pro- 
miſed Seed, in which his Calling and Elefion 


 tazdr, unto the Unity of the Faith, axd of the 


knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfett 
Man, unto. the meaſure of the farnre of the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt,” growing up in him in all things, 


| which is the Head, even Chriſt.” ' This is the 


ttark of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
G 2 Feſas 3 


4 


iy > 
. 
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Jeſus; and theſ: are the Marks, Tokens-2nd 
Signs, Fruits and Effe&s, which attend atid 
accompany-all thoſe-that are botn*of this 
incorcuptible Seed; in which.their EleRiori 
ſtands, in, through'and by whith their Cal 
j ' ling and Ele&ion is, made ſure. Ayg the 
"hs True Chriſtian, who'is thus eledted," and born 
; of this Secd, hath not gnly .che-Witnitſs in 
himſelf, and the Spirit * God bearing wit. 
neſs and ſcaling to' his Spirit;, thathe is 4 
Child of itz but the fruit of this Seed alſo 
ſhews it ſelt forth, and” appeats', that- mer f 
may ſee and behold it, and glorific his Fe þ 
ther which is in Heaven, | 
Now, the Reprobation flands in the Szcd 
of. the Serpent, and all that are- born of it; 
. are born of Flefh.and Blood, and of the 
will of Man, and not of the will of God; 
nor by Promiſe ; and in. whonifoever this 
Seed piows up , Enmity increaſeth iff them 
againſt the Seed of the Woman, againſt tht 
promiſed Sced, and all the Children of it: 
Hence aroſe Cain's Envy, ThmaelPs Mocking 
and Fair's Rage . and is continued in thit 
Generation or Birth, down to this Age: 

' This is that. Birth that is born after hc 
Fle(b,' which always Gid., and doth to. thi 
day pcrſecute him that is born after the $p! 

| rit ; this is he that was grown a grei 
0 Dragon in Jobs's Day , whi-h perſecuted th 


| i Wan 


— 


om, a OE” "brow + fori 54 bc the Seed I the 
May-Child; ang ar went to make IWar with 
the "Remnant of. 
wexdmenTof God, b nid have the Teftimony of 
ks ; Andhe is the ſameat this' day, -and 
his Wrath, Enmity and Work is the fame in 
] hearts and hands of all mankthd;-in 
vhom't ig Seed of the Old Serpent hath ta- 
ken-#oot, and grows upz this _ 
the Seed of the Wicked that Pal. 37.28, 
ſhall be > t off, ang of evil doers + Ha: t 4.2Q, 
that. (hal Tr be renowned 3 
md a LOT gre Joyncd. to it, nd became 
Children; 6 "it 2 are” Reprobate to' every 
good a and Work, apd go upon their 
Bellies, and Duſt is their meat , and they 
dwell upon the Earth, where the wo is, and 
where. the Devil is compdown among' them, 
they walk upon thatiground that is cur- 
ſeats * and inhabit the dark corners thereof; 
and they hate the Light , and are Reprobate 
| from the preſence of God, and from the 
, Glory of his Power, Children of. Diſobedi- 
ence and Wrath, in whom the Old Serpent 
rules, and holds them in ſore. Captivity , 
and as in this Gate of Reprobation they a- 
bide, they are Children oft the 
| Devil; andhis Luſt they do, his Ma: gf Re- 
Servants and Slaves they are, © Provation, 
and cannot. ceaſe from fin, nor- IB 
| H 3 enjof 
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Jeſus; and theſ- are the Marks, Tokens-and 
Signs, Fruits and Effeas, whick attend atid 
accompany.-all thoſe*that are botn*of this 
incorruptible Seed, in which.their EleRion 
ſtands, w, through and by which their Cal- 
ling and Ele&ion is, made ſure. Ayd the | 
True Chriſtian, who is thus dledted,' and bor 
of this Secd, hath not-quly .the-WitHieſs in 
himſelf, and the Spirit * God bearing wit. 
neſs and ſealing to' his Spirit, tha#he is 1 
-Child of itz but the fruit of this Secd alſo 
ſhews it ſelf forth, and” appears, that- mer 
may ſee and behold it, and glorific his Fa 
ther which is in Heaven. | | | 
Now, the Reprobation lands in the Sz 

_ of the Serpent, and all that are- born of'it; 
are born of Flefh.and Blood, and of the 
will of Man, and not of the will of God 
nor by Promiſe ; and in. whomifoever thi 
Seed pcows up , Enmity increaſeth in then} 
againſt the Seed of the Woman, againſt thif 
promiſed Sced, and all the Children of iti} + 
Hence aroſe Cain's Envy, TſhmaePs Mockin, 
and Eſair's Rage , and is continued in thit 
Generation or Birth, down to this Age: 

' This is that, Birth that is born after 
Fleſb, which always 6id., and doth to: thi 
day pcrſecute him that is born after the Sp! 
rit 3 this is he that was grown a gre: 
Dragon in Fobx's Day , whi-:h perſecuted tl 

| Woms 
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_andExper ieuc declared. Ior 
Woman that . brought f rib ( the Seed ) the 
Man-Child; '#ng 74 went to make War with 

Yo NF emlan; of ber $ ed, which hept the Com- 
wandmentrof God, and bave the Teſtimony of 
«: Andhe is the fame ar this' day, .and 
St Enmity and Work is the tone? Jy 


om. this Seed of the Old Serpent hath. 4 
en-root. and. grows 3 this | 

T the Seed of the Wicked that Pſal. 37.28, 
hal bs, ont off,” ang of evil doers Ma: t 4.20, 
t- (þ: Never be renowned ; 

md a all that are Joyned to jt, and became 
C Hil ech of it. , *are” Reprobate to' every 
good Word and Work , and go upon their 
Bcllies, and Duſt is their meat , and they 
dwell upon the Earth, where the wo is, and 
where the Devil is comgdown among! them, 
and they walk upon thatground that is cur- 
{cd;* and inhabit the dark corners thereof; 
and they hate the Light , and axe Reprobate 
: from. the preſence 'of God ,. and from the 
Glory of his Power, Children of D iſobedi- 
ence and Wrath, in whom the Old Serpent 
rules, and holds fliem- in ſore. Captivity , 
and as in this tate of Reprobation they a- 
bide, they are Children of the 

. Devil, andhis Luſt they do, his Map gf Re- 
Servants and Slaves they are, pr ation. 
8nd cannot ceaſe from fin, nor: 


H 3 
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oo 


enjoy the many os tous Prom iſes made fo. 

the Seed. of che Woman , \ Hor know the 

Ser pents* Head. in. them bruiſed by it ,, nor. 

Ng gxcat, Red Dragart- chained ,pbelilg Re-/ 

prohate from that Faith whichgives ge. 
over Im, | a As 0] 

But out-of. this AE”; Reprohatiana | L 

| deep pit of as res 

Re Sri that Jn. 2 great: paxt:of Many 

rhe probate may kindis held, the. Teſti 
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4 Fy means of Dc liverance,' Souatio nh 
Redemption 3 there is 2 poſlibility'of being 
boxn again of the other Sced', wherein the 
Ele&ion fiands , Children of, Diſobedience 
and Wrath, .may. become Children:of God, 
and partake of hig'Grace and Mercy, arid 
witneſs Redemption from the Earth; .and | 
hes Curſed Ground with its Curſed Fruit 
burned vp by the Spirit*of - Judgment and 
Eurning 3 and:the Seed. of the Serpent may 
be-rooted outrof the heart of man, though® 
Ir fathgrown there long, and filled ir witti 
its, Froft ; and the good Sced of the King- 
dom may ſpring ard grow theres, and every 
Fha » Bryar, Thiliie and Plantawhigh hin- 
derett} its growth, ray be pulled up;” which 
the Beavenly Fathe® hath'not planted; 3* and 
they that have born the earthly irhage, may 
bear 


an-Erpert AICE.L ectared.  103- 
bear the heavenly; and'thofe chat have yiel-- 
ded'their:Members ſexvantsto Unrighteouſe 
neſs, may Yield them:fervants to Rightcoufe 
neſgis ahd thoſe that are fooliſh, may become | 
wiſe; thoſe that are diſbbedient. and decei- 
ved, ty become obedient. and undeceiveds 
thoſe ct rg 


that. ſerve divers Luſts Cf 2 
ant Pleaſures, and live in Tit..3. 3,4. 
Malice and Envy , hateful; | 
and bating one another, may come to witneſs 
Vidory'over/, and Redemption from: all 
theſe" things; and this Trae Chriſtian's Te- 
flimonyis ptentifully botn witneſs to in the 
Holy Scriptures, as\Pan! wrote ro Tins, ſay- 
ing, We owt ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, die 
obedient ,” deceived, ſerving divers Luſts :and 
Pleafweer, living in Malice and Envy, batefull, 
and beting one another 3, theſe were all-the 
fruit and effect of the evil See; theſe mere all 
fits of the grotud that is curſed 3* and:in 
this' eſtate they were reprobate-caniterning 
theFaich, and Children of Wrath.as wellas 
others; But, ſaith he, 4fter the kindueſe:oMd 
lob of 'God our Saviour towards man. appea- 
rid, not by Works of Roghteouſneſs which 'we 
bave done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
us, by the Waſhing'of Regeneration, and re= 


 hewing of the Holy-Ghoſt ,, which be ſhed'0n us 
 abmidsttly through Jeſiu Chriſt,. our Saviour, 

&c, '$:in' the Kindneſs, Love, and free 
'43E;5 
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Mercy of Gods by- the wafhing of Regene- 
ration (or New Birth) they become tran(- 
planted out of the ON into the New , out 
of the Seed of. the Serpent. into the Seed: of 
the Woman, out of the Reprobate ſtate into 
the choſen and eclefted ſtate z taken out of 
the Wild Olive, and planted or grafted in- 
to the True Vine that brings forth ſruit-which 
plads the beart of God and Man; and he' is 
ready to do the ſame in this Ape for all that 
love his Appearance , 'and hearken*to his 
Voice, and obey it, arid ſhut their ears _ 
eainſt \the voice of the Serpent (which is 
pollible to be done) 'they- ſhall-enjoy- God's 
Salvacion, and-partake of his love and kind- 

neſs, which the Saints enjoyed in former 
Ages, and do in this Age,. and is freely tens 
dered to all. for their everlaſting good, For 
God hath not (as Tome Titwlar Chriſtians a& 


-firtn-)*predeſtinated or fore-ordain'd: the 


greateſtpart of mankind- (or any part) to 
everlaſting .perdition , nor made any fixed 
-Decree; ithat ſo many, and no more, ſhall he 
aved, and all the reſt damned, and thar this 
 Decreetwias eſtabliſhed before mankind, was 
brought forth, without haviog reſpett to 
"on good or exil that they ſhould d 

'This isa Dodrin@ that's nceurſed and 


=, —_— to the Goſpel or glad Tidings of 
' Peace and Recondiliation, » and inconſiſtent. 


with 


and-Erperience.declared; 105 * 


with all the. Diſpenſations of-God's love to. 
wards lo{t:man-, ever-fince he obeyed the 


- yoice of the Serpent”, and his Seed grew up 


in him and ever ſincethe Deyil got his ſeat 
and dominion. in Man, all 3 7 rmprts- | 
in orderto break his Power, and to djfpoſ- 
ſcfs him,;caft himforth; and ſpoil his goods, 
and ro [weep and garniſh the houſe, andfur- 
piſh it again with heavenly goods, as it was 
before theDevil and his goodsentred, and'z5 
it was before the evilSced was ſown in man's 
heart, and before he entered. into Tempta- 
tion;-or. cat of the-forbidden Fruit z this 
hath been the end.of* the Lord in all his Pro- 
miſes, Appearances and Diſpenſations, be- 
fore the Law, .and under the Law, and+in 
the days of the Eyangelical:Prophets , who 
[Ay and. Propheſied of- gloriops things , 
which-God would bring to paſs for the uni- 
verſal good of mankind; for 1ſajabſaw that 
day in which the Lord with his (ore, great, 
and ſtrong Sword, ſhould pariſh Leviathan the 
piercing Serpent, even Leviathan that ergokgd 
Serpent,and ſlay theDragon Pe : YI 
that is inthe * Sea, and be .. . * In Scripture 
ſaw that the abundance of . Phraſe people he 
the Sea ſhould be converted, ME, " oo 
and the. forces of the Gen- 
tiles ſhould come unto him; Iſa, 27. I, 66. F. 
wboim God. hath appointed © 


ts 
d 
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20 b& his Salvation to'the* ends of the Earth; 
and he ſpake of a time, wherein the Lord 
wou'd gather all 'Nations and Tongues to 
cotti: and ſee his glory , which he had piven 
for & Light to the Gentiles, Fo for the glory 
of bis People Iſrael, 40 finiſh Traniſgttſfon, and 
make an end of Sin,” and bring ineuvlafting 
= Bageonſmefe to drftroy the Devil and his 
Works, to hepa the braach ,* and-26 reſtore 
paths to devellih, even paths of Hol eſs, where- 
11 the wayſaring man, thoigh a fool , e#nnot 
err; this is the end or fubſtance'of all the 
Diſpenſations of God 3 and many have been 
and are living Witneſſes of 'the fame, and no 
man is exempted by any Decree of God from 

che enjoyment of theſe things; * - 

__Afd all thoſe B#bel Builders arid blind 
- Guides, which ſet up'and miniſter this kfnd 
"of *Dodrine , that God hath'pre-6rdained 
« how many perſons ſhall befaved; and how 
many darnned; if people werenot' as igno- 


 aritarid as blind as themiclves;: their Trade 
" would quickly be ſpoiled ,; and"come to an 
_ end, and nobody would employ them';+ for 
. If there, be a fixed Decree from'all Eternity, 
- how many ſkall be faved, and how' many 
damned , which neither the otic riox--rhe 
other, by all the Good' and: Evil they 
can do, are able to altcr this deternii- 
nate Counſel, then altogether in: vain is it 
for 

a 


. to Perſons, Jaye 


+ Experience vetfored. Top: 
for pcople to hire ſuch'Builders, who ſay be- 
Groaleng their Tower will Never convey ' 
any to Heaven, who axe: not defigned to go - 
thexe without it, or to maintain ſuch unpro- 
fitable Talkers, or vain Bablers, when they 
can neither make them better nor worſe, 
nor bring;-onc- $ to Salvation that'is- not 
determined and decreed already to be ſaved, 
nor dire& one Soul how he may eſcape Hell, 


- that ſhall not'eſcape it without: their Iliee-- 


ions; theſe are unprofitable and vain Tal 
kers indeed ;/, and meſſengers of miſerable 
Tidings, that preach this DoGrine of De- 
vils in the World, the fruit. and efſe& of 
which runs many a poor' Soul upon one of 
theſe deſperate Rocks, diflolute Deſpair;zor 
implicit imaginary Securit . 
Again, this Do&rine gf-God's: abſolutely 
decrecing thegreater arr of Mankind; fo 
Damnation, , makes void Chriſt's coming”a 


- Light into the World ; and his Suffering," 


Dying;, and'Riſing gain ; his ſending{his 
Apoſtles and Minitters out into the world,to 
perſwade, men tobe reconciled to God , and 
to receive his free Love 
and Grace that's tendered 
in Griſt enw.. to Fall; 


* The Dogrine of 
a fctt Decree 
concerning zlefion 
| apd Reprobation, as 
wiſte all. the , means of 
Salvation, and evc'ude; God's Univerſal Love, apd 
makes him a ref p:&ecr of Perſons. 


and 
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and if all ſtand under fach an unrevokahlc 
Decree, which all that the Sons of -menican- 
do or ſay is not able to alter, ar to make 
them ane jot the better.or warſe,, as to the 
end, nor any means contrariwiſe take effe& 
to gain Hzaven, nor prevent going to. Hell » 
I fay , if theſe things were ſa,” then in vain 
are all conditional Preachings, Yoings, and 
Beſeechings in an yniverſal way 3 in vain is 
the Goſpel preached in every Creature ; in 
vain hath and doth the Grace of God, which 
bringeth Salvation , appear unto all men; in 
vain are all enlightened 3 in vain, is a Manite- 
ſtation of the Spirit given to cyery man ty 
profit withal ; in vain are his good Gifts gi- 
ven-to the Rehelliqus z and the Teſtimonies 
of God's univerſal Loye to all Mankind, plen- 
tifully declared obin'the hdly Scriptures, are 
all inyain, and this Dodrine Bives them all 
the lye. - | 
* Much might be ſaid to hew the grofſacſ 
and -purdnefo of this kind of Do@rine 3 but 
iatending brevity, and a hint at things, and 
hoping the Light of the glorious Goſpel, that 
now ſhines, and is broken forth in the hearts 
of thouſands; and ten thouſands, ' will dif- 
perſe this grols Darkneſs, and cauſe this de- 
ſtruQive pernicious DoGrine to vaniſh a- 
way, eſpecial i in this Nation of England, . 
A Age is worn outz* I ſayz for theſe 
| two 


_ 
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two'xcaſons I forbear to enlarge , with.a 
Breathing to the Lord, that people may 


tome to knbw the fallow'groutdeplowed up; 


and the hard clods broken, and their hearts 
made tender art honeſt, that the good Seed 
of the Kingdom , wherein: the EleGion 
ſtands; may ſpring and growup, and bear 
fruit in then to everlaſting Life, and the 
Seed of the Serpent rooted out , and he and 
all his Works deſtroyed : This is the glori* 
ous liberty which the whole Creation groans 
for, and ſome already enjoy it , praiſes to 
God for ever, whoſe Love extends to all, 
whoſe Armris firetched out to help all, whoſe 
Scepter of Salvation is held forth to all, 
whoſe defire is, that all may come to the 
knowledge of his Truth , and be ſaved: 
This is the Teſtimony of God, afid of thoſe 
Righteous Men that knew him in former 
Apes, who were born of the Jncorruptible 
Seed, and is the Tettimony of the Righteous 
in this Age ; and the contrary is the Telti- 
tnony of the enemy of God and Man, that, 
old Serpent and his Children, who are born 
of the Seed of it, and their Fruit is the Off- 
ſpring of the Adulterer and the Whore, 
whom God will judge :. This is the Word of 


Truth co all whom it may concern. 
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XII. The * True ©C. briſtian' s Farth and 


£ POO , concerning © Tempta- 


TAmes faith " Bleſſed 5 is the man bat endu- 
reth Temptation : ; for, when be is tried, 
he ſhall receive the Crown of Life , which the 
Lord bath promiſed tothem that Imve. him. Let 
no man ſay, when he is tempted, be-is 1empted 


of God , for God cannot be tempted with Evil, 


neither temptcth be any mai : But every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away of his own luſt, 
and enticed, James 1 12, 13, I4- 

Now the True Chriſtian is a Witneſs of 
this ſaying of James, having found the Blef- 
ſednels that follows the enduring Temptati- 
on,-.and received the Earneft of the Crown 
of Life: And he truly and experimentally 
knoweth, that God cannot be tempted with 
* Evil, becauſe that Heavenly Light and 

Grace, and Manifeſtation of the Holy Spirit, 
which he is partaker of, and endued withal, 
and is of God, cannot be tempted with 
Evil, nor be prevriled upon to conſent.or 
take pleaſure in auy Unxighteouſneſ(s3z and 
this good and perfe& gift of God , which 
cannot be tempted with Evil, nor tempteth 


no 


- wu > =} 
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no man, received, believed in, and entertai. ' 
ned iathe heart, is that which cnabled the 
Righteous in all Ages to, endure Temptati. 
on, and doth enable them in this Age : And 
all thoſe that know not, receive not, be- 
lieve not in this goodand.. | 
perfect * Gift of God, gi- _* Which 's 2he 
ven and. ſent into the _ — 
World (to Sinners as well , hs ID 
as Saints.) they cannot, | | 
nor arenat able to endure Temptation , but 
are led away of theit Luſts, and enticed, and 
fallinto Temptation., for want ot Faith in 
the Gift and Power of God, which is as near 
them as the Temptation, and able and ready 
to deliver them, if they would regard it and 
obey it. . | | 

Now the ground of all. Temptations are 
within, the. Luſis that lead away.are within 3 
the Light which diſcovers them, and. the 
Grace which, ts ſufficient , and the Spirit, 


- which mortitics the Lutis, wuſt be alſo 


known wzthin, whiers ih; Temptations riſe 
and attend mankind (evei: the Right-ens for 
a tim-) and divers outwerd obj:&s alſo 
may preſent, in order to draw out and alure 
the mind to ;joyn with : : 
them, and to entertain ** The D-vilhath 
. Power to Tempr, 
them : * But neither the þ; novo Force. 
Temptations within nor | 
| with- 
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without can prevail, uritil the Light is diſtes: 
garded,' the appearance of Grace - lightedfy 
and the Spirit of God deſpiſed', and th 
Mind joyned to the Tempter and Temptarie 
W-- > 

"Now, it's no fin to be tempted, but to en-\ 
ter intb the Temptation: No man was evet- 
condemned becauſe rempted, or becaufeevil.} 
Motions and Temptations did ariſe in him; 
and preſent themſelves, if he entered not in- | 
tothem, nor gave no place to them, nor joy- * 
ned with them in his mind , noy ſuffered his 
Members to obey them ; "but kept in the 
Light, Grace and Spirit of God, by which ! 
he reſiſted them , and the Author of them, 
and made him flee : : This is the bleſſed — 
that endureth Temptations: | 

So though Temptations are evil and fins + 
ful in_themſclves, ard did at ſometimes ats 
rend tlie Righteous in all Ages, and do at. 
this day; yet if they give noplace nor con- 
ſent to them, nor obcy them, but by the 
Light and Spirit of God judge them , and - 
walk in the Light which nga 3 them; | 
and the evil tendency of then, andare pre- 
ſerved from joyning to them, they are no 
Sinners becauſe tempted 3 as for inſtance (to 
ſpcak but to a low Rate) if any are trou- 
bled with unclean and vain Thoughts , and 
tempted with dark unlawful Imaginations, 

which 
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Xl. The*® True C briftian s "Try ard 


Fxperience , concerning © Tempta- 
tion. 


nlves faith _ Bleſſed ; is the matt that endu- 
reth Temptation 3 3 for, when be is tried, 
be ſhall receive the Crown of Life , which the 
Lord bath promiſed to them that Inve. him. Let 
no man ſay, when he is tempted, heis tempted 
of God , for God cannot be tempted with Evil, 
neither temptcth be any mai : But every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away of hisownluft, 
and enticed, James 1 12, 13, I4- | 
Now the True Chriſtian is a Witneſs of 
this ſayingof Famer, having found the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs that follows the enduring Temptati- 
on,-.and received the Earneft of the Crown 
bf Life: And he truly and experimentally 
knoweth, that God cannot be tempted with 
' Evil, becauſe that Heavenly Light and 
| Grace, and Maniteliation of the Holy Spirit, 
which he is partaker of, and endued withal, 
and is of God, cannot be tempted with 
Evil, nor be prevriled. upon to conſent or 
take pleaſure in any Unxightcouſnels ; and 
this good and perfe& gift of God ; which 
cannot be tempted with Evil, nor cempteth 
no 
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no man, received, believed in, and entertai. | 
ned iathe heart, is that which enabled the 
Righteous in all Ages to endure Temptati-- 
on, and doth <nable them in this Age: And 
all thoſe that know not, receive not, be=- 
lieve not in this goodand.. 
perfe& * Gift of God, gi- 
ven and fſcnt into the 
World (to Sinners as well 
as Saints) they cannot, 
nor are nat able to endure Temptation , but 
are led away of their Luſts, and enticed, and 
failinto Temptation., for want o: Faith in 
the Gift and Power of God, which is as near 
them as the Temptation, and able and ready 
to deliver them, if they would regard it and 
obey it. 

' Now the ground of all Temptations are 
within, the Luſis that lead away.are within 3 
the Light which diſcovers them, andthe 
Grace which. vs ſufficient , and thc Spirit, 
which mortihes the Lulis , muſt be alſo 
known within, whe: ih: Temptations riſe 
and attend mankind (eve:: the Right-eus for 
a tim-) and divers outwerd obj:&s alſo 
may preſent, in order fo draw out and alure 
the mind to ;oyn with 
them, and to entertain OO 
them :. * But neither the ye norto Force, 
Temptations within nor 


* Which :s he 
Light and Grace, of 
Holy Spirir within, 


_ with- 


without can n prevail, uritil the Eight i is - difie- 
garded ,' ' the appearance of Grace lighted; 
and..the Spirit of God deſpiſcd', and the ' | 
Mind joyned to thie Tempter and Teniptati- 
on: + 

. Now, it's no Ga tobe tempted; bit to en- 
ter int6 the Temptation; No man was evet 
condemned becauſe rempted, or becauſe evil 
Motions and Temptations did ariſe in him; 
and preſent themſelves, if he entered not in- 
tothe; nor gave no place to them, nor joy- 
ned with them in his migd , nos ſuffered his 
Members to obey them ; bat kept. in the 
Light, Grace and Spirit of God , by which 
he reſiſted them, and the Author of them, 
and made him flee : This is the bleſſed mar 
that endureth Temptations. 

So though Temptations are evil and fin- 
ful in. themſclves, arid did at ſometimes ats 


rend the Righteous in all Ages, and do at - 


this day yet it they given place tor con- 
ſent to them, nor obey them, but by the 
Light and Spirit of God judge them , and 
walk in the Light which ogg them, 
and the evi) tendency of them, atdare pre- 
ſerved from joyning to them, they ire no 
Sinners becauſe tempted ; as for inſtance (to 
ſpcak but to a low Rate) if any are trou- 
bled with unclean and vain Thoughts , and 


tempted with dark unlawful Imaginations, 
which 


_ evil * and ſinful ; 
*they by the Light and 


are no Sinners : 
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which in themſelves are 
yet if 


Spirit of God judge them, 

and give no Place or O- 
bedience to them , but 
wait to fee the ground 
thereof remov'd, they do 
that which is right | in the 
light of the Lord , and 
So if 
tempted to uſe any mem- 


* Theſe will lodge 
in that Fleſh in 
which dwells no 
good thing, till ir 
and its habitation 
be mortified, and 
removed, which is 
to be known, even 
while the earthen 
Veſlel remaineth, 
that holds the Hea- 
venly Treaſure, 


ber of the body, to ſpeak or do any evil ; 


as the Tongue, to lye, flatter, or diſſemble, 
or ſpeak perverſe things; or the Hand to 
do violence to any man 5 or the Feet, to run 
to do miſchicf; it theſe members are not 
yielded up to ſerve and obey theſe Tem- 
ptations, theſe ſo tempted are no tranſgref- 
ſors, but are Witneſſes of that Prayer, and 
the eſe of it , which Chriſt caught his 
Diſciples, Lead us not, or, let us not be led 
into Temptation, but deliver us from evil. _ 

Chriſt Jcſus was attended with divers 
great Temptations, and the Old Serpent 
(that deceived the firlt Agam) Was very 
bold with him, and car- 


ried him from < place to - Let him char 


readeth , under» 


place, from the Wilder-- gg 
_ nels to the holy City, wa Ee 
[ from 
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from thence te the Pinacle of the Temple, 
and then to an exceeding -high Mountain, 
and ſhewed him all the' Kingdoms of the 
World, and the Glory of them, with a Pro- 
mile, He would proe them all to him, if be 
wowuld fall down and worſhip him : But he 
fianding in the Power of his Father, gave no 
place to him, but rebuked him, and refilted 


him in all his Temptations, and overcame 
' him. Now it's faid, Wh. l: 


Luke 4. the time of Temptation la. 
Matth, 4. fted, he eat nothing , and 


when they were ended, he 

afterwards hungered ; and when the Devil 
departed, Angels minifired unto bim : This 
is the Glory of the Second Adam, that ne- 
ver fell, though tcmpted to fall, eat no for- 
bidden Fruit, though tempted tocat; nei- 
ther did he hunger in the time of Temptati- 
on after it 3 vor gave no place to the Lyes 
of the Old Serpent, that allured and decei- 
ved the firſt Adam thereby , and ſubjected 
him under hope of enjoying a better Eſtate 
than that wherein God had placed him, and 
fo fell into the depth of miſery ; firſt, by 
letting out adelire after the pleaſantneſs vf 
the forbidden Fruit, and Hungering after it 
in the time of Temptation, and then putting 
forth the hand, and joyning to it, obeys and 
eats , and fulhls the Lults of the Serpent : 
| And 


_— 
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And thus, and in this manner, Temptation 


prevails over all the Sons of the firſt Adam, 


who bear the earthly image , and are not 
born again of the promiſed Seed, that breaks 
the head of the Serpent, and redeems from 
under his Power, and brings to grow up in 
the ſecond Adam , who could not be pre- 
vail'd upon with his lyes and fubcilty. 

. And this ſecond Adam, Chriſt Jeſus , is 


| the Captain of the Trae Chriſtian's Salvati- 


on, who is gone before, leaving himan cx- 
ample to follow his ſteps: And he hath ene 
dued him with heavenly Power, and armed 
him with ſpiritual Armour , and furniſhed 
him with ſirength ſo to do : So the True 
Chriſtian is compared to a good Souldier, 
that follows his Captain , and fights with 
him, and doth not deſert him, and leave him 
to fight by himſelf z bur makes good uſe of 
the Power, Armour of Light, and Sword of 
the Spirit, that's given him to war witha], 
and toovercome his enemy withal ; and he 
keeps on his Breaſi-plate of Righteouſneſs, 
and the Helmet of Salvation; which are able 
roquench all the fiery Darts of the Devil, 
and ſo follows his Captain, not only Gon. 
quering , but alſo to Conquer ; for when 
he hath overcome him not only in the Field, 
but hath alſo purſued him to his firon 
holds, and beaten him out there, and vulled 
I 2 them 


* 
{ 
| 
q | 
| 
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* The Devils * them down; and caſt 


ſtrong Holds are ,,,,, imagmations, ( and 


buil I [ 
Tooughs SI ' every high thing , that ex- 


ginaiions of men, alts it ſelf againſt the 

knowledge of God ) in 
abich be built them. When this is effected by: 
virtue of the Weapons which are mighty, 
and by the Power of him which enables the 
True Chriſtian to do all things, he fill keeps 
on his Watch- Tower, which is the Light 
of Chriſt, wherewith he is enlightened, that 
he may not be (urprized with another part 
of his forces 3 and as he keepeth watching. 
there, invain are all his ſtratagems, Wiles 
and ſabtil Devices 5 in vain are all his Snares 
and Ambuſhments laid; in valno are all his 
Tcmptations and Allurements, as the Trae 
Chriſtian keeps in thar, and dwells in that in 
whichthe Devil hath no part nor fellowſhip 
in, (viz. tbe Light ) whereby he is diſcovered, 
and all his Baits and Snarcs fcen and ayoi- 
ded. 

Fc is in the Darkneſs, and over all that 
dwcell-in it, that he prevails 3 his Power 
liands there, and ts cxercifcd over all that 
walk in it 3 he need not go about with 


.Wiles and Devices to deceive ſuch, who al- 


ready dwell, and arc Subjects in his King- 
dam ; nor he need not go about like a roar- 


| ng Lion » ſeking to devour them, being 


alrcady 
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already under his Dominion, and obedient: 
Children, Vaſſals and Slaves tohim ; henecd 
not uſe ſubtilty to tempt ſuch, but power to 
command, and they obcy. 

But it's againſt the Children of Light,thzt 
are turned from the Darkneſs, and trom ur.- 
der his Power, that he improves all his cun- 
ning ſubtilty and devices, and it's againſt 
them he rageth, if by any means he can be- 
guile them, as he beguiled | 
Eve , and corrups their 2 Cor. 11. 3, 
minds from the ſimplicity : 
that is in Chriſt , even atter they are preſen- 
ted as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, and are come 
to adwelling-place in Paradice, and to ap- 
pear before God in Heaven; he will not 
ceaſe to tempt and accuſe there , as he hath 
done, he is ftill ready to do; he tempted 
and beguiled Eve in Para- 
diſe: and on a day when Gen, 3. 
the Sons of God appeared 
before the Lord , Satan Job 1. 


.came alſo among them, and 


accuſed ]þb : And Fohn Rev. 12. 4. 

In his day ſaw the great 

red Dragon appear in Heaven, waiting to de- 
vour the Man child (he that reads It him un- 
derſtand.) This made Paxl fear the Serpent 
might beguile them he wrote to,as he begul- 
led Eze, and throvgh his ſubtilty tempt and 
——. : I 3 ailurc 
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allure them out of Innocency, out of a Vir- 
gin, ſinleſs and harmleſs 

X Ir's poſſible ro eſtate, after they were in 
be rempted andal- {,. Thijs he once did and 


lured out of Inno- : . 
Cency, and to loſe May do again, if he be 


a good eſtate, not watched againſt, and 
reſiſted in the power. of 
the ſecond Adam, which enables to endure 
Temptation , and ſo to 
James x. 12, receive the Bleſſing , and 
after tryal to enjoy the 
Crown of Life which the Lord bath promiſed 
to them that love bim, 


RL Em ——_—_— 


XIII. The Tyne C, briſtian's Faith and 


Experience concerning a Holy Lite: 


HE Twe Chriftian belicyeth, that it is 

his duty to live a Holy Life, and to for- 

ſake the Devil and all his Works, the pomps 
and vanities of the world (which lies in wic- 
kedneſs) and to keep Gods holy Will aad 
| Commandments , and 

Jeremy 31. 33, they are notgrievous un- 
to him ; for he loves the 

Law of God in his heart , and ſees it writ- 
ren there with his own Finger , enjoying 
that 


h 
1 Vire 
:mleſs 


erein 


1 and 
he be 
» and 
er. of 
dare 
lo to 
, and 
y the 
miſed 
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that precious Promiſe, 
1] will write my Law 11 
their hearts, and put my 
fear into their inward 
parts 3 and he can fay as 
David once did, Oh how 
T love thy Law, it is my 
Meditation all the day | how ſueet are thy 
words unto my taſte; yea, ſweeter than the bo- 
ney to my mouth; thy Law is myaelight : the 
Law nf thy month is better to me than ten thous 
ſands of Gold and Silver. The True Chriſtian 
being in thisefiate , and pericverirg in this 
Love of God and his Law, it becomes his 
Meat and Drink to do the will of his Heae 
venly Father : and fo by walking in this 
Law, and meditating in it , and by feeding 
on this Word , which is {weeter than Ho. 
rey, he becomes ſounitcd withit, and (o na- 
tural a Subj and Child of it, that he comes 
to beable to ſay, as ſome of old did, Wecan 
do nothing againſt the Truth 3 this is the true 
torfaking the Devil and all his Works, &c, 
and the keeping Gods holy Will and Com- 
mandments ; And as the Trzye Chriſtian 
grows up 1a this, he doth always that which 
pleaſeth him, like unto his clder Brother, the 
Captain of his Salvation, who is gone before, 
being Bone of his Bone,and Fleſh of his Fleſh, 
litting la heavenly places with him, beholde 

| I 4 10g 


Haiab 5r. 7, 


Pſalm 219 


: 
; 
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ing the Glory of their Heavenly Father, even 
the ſame Glory which was before the World 
began, before the Devil and his Works enter- 
cd. before his hely Will and Commandments 
were broken, or before the forbidden Fruit 
was eaten. Thoſe that have their eyes anoin. 
ted with eye-ſalve,and are cloathed with fine 
Linnen, and have their Garments wafhed in 
the Blood of the Lamb.,and follow him whe. 
therſoever he goeth , and have no guile in 
their mouths, but and before the Throne 
of God without {pot or wrinkle, thoſe are 
they that are redeem 'd from the earth, .and 
have their Converſation in Heaven,and enjoy 
thoſe things, and give the glory to him who 
is God bleſlcd for ever. 

The Titular Chriſtian, he ſaith and profeſ(- 
ſech,that it is his Duty to live a holy Life, to 
forſake the Devil and all his Works , the 
Pomps and Vanities of the World, and to 
keep God's holy Will and Commandments, 
but never cometh to witneſs that eſtate it's 
very grievous co him to make fircight ſteps 
fohis feet 3 he enjoys not that precious Pro- 
miſe, the Law writ in his heart, and the fear 
which keeps the heart clean, in the inward 
parts 3 neither is the Law of God his Medi. 
tation al] the'day , nor his delight therein; 
neither are his words to him ſweeter than 
Fry , Or better than thouſands of Gold 
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2nd Silver ; he cannot ſay that he doth no- 
thing againſt the Truth; nor that he doth 
always: that which pleaſeth God nor that 
he follows Chrift the Captain of Salvation ; 
neitheris hea Member of his Body , ot his 
Fleſh, and of his Bones nor tits in heavenly 
places with him, beholding the Glory of 
God, &c. though he will ſomerimes talk of 
theſe things, as they are written in the holy 
Scriptures 3 but in his heart he is a ſtranger. 
to them 3 and God's hojy Witneſs in his owyn 
Conſcience makes him confcls thit his heart 
isdeſpcrately wicked, and that his Thoughts 
and Meditationsare defiled, and full of Sin, 
and that his bz(t performances or doings are 
accompanied with Sin and Corruption, and 
that in all he doth, he doth ſomething againſt 
the Truth : And further, he is ſo far from lis 
ving a holy Life, and forſaking the Devil ard . 
al: his Works, and keeping God's holy Will 
and Commandments,that heis begotten into 
ſuch a belief and perſwalton,that it is not pof- 
fible to do it while he breaths in tne air of 
this world , but mult always be finning,and 
doing that which he ought notto do, and 
leaving undone that which he ought to do; 
always confelfing, always fGnning, and never 
forſaking 3 fo always reaping the wages of. 
Sin, which is Death; and fo always wanting 
the Mercy and Forgiveneſs, which he that 


tor- 
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forſakes the DEVIL and all his WORKS, 
partakes of, 

So in ſhort, this is one of the laſt Leſſons 

; the Devil can teach his 

*Thoſe that Preach Children, viz. to * per- 


rhis Belief and Per- (,,. 1. them, and make 


in the wor! F 
RE Montes them believe , that they 


of Satan. cannot ceaſe from Sin,but ' 
| mult be committers of. it, 

and (ſervants to it, and that they cannot for- 
fake himand all his Works, nor keep God's 
ho!y Wili & Commandments ſo long as they 
live in thcſe houſes of Clay 3 ſuch Titzlar 
Chriſtians as theſe, he hath them in Chains 
and Fetters firong enough, nothing leſs than 
the mighty Arm and Power of God is able 
to b:icak them, and to releaſe thoſe poor Ca- 
ptives, and to redeem them out of this deep 
| Pit of miſery, wherein is no Water, whercin 
their Souls or inward wan lics as amony the 
Pots, ſoiled with the Smoke and Soot of the 
Bottomleſs Pit, O God haſten, and bring De- 
liverance to theſe poor Bond: ſlaves of Sin and 
Satan, is the cryof the Souls of the Righ- 
teous, wio.have the mind of their Heavenly 
Father, who defires not the Death of bim that 
dies, but that they ſhould come to the know- 
ledge of bis Trath, and be ſaved , and be par- 
takers with them of the exceeding Rictes 
and Glory that is laid up for all that love bis 
Appea- 
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Appearance, and is ready to be reveal'd to all 
that truly wait for it. 
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XIV. The True Chriſtians Faith and 
Experience concerning the Motion or 
Moving of the Spiritof God, and 
the Spirit of the Old Serpent in the 
Hearts of Men. 


HE True Chriftian is indued with a hea- 
venly Spirit of Diſcerning, by which 

he ſceth to the beginning, before Sin enter*d 
the World, and by it perceiveth how it en- 
tered , and how it hath grown and increa- 
ſed, and filled the earth with violence; and 
how that Old Serpent (which at firſt was 
fain to uſe great Subtilty and Lies, and make 
great promiſcs,before he could prevail againſt 
Eve) is now grown fo powerful a Prince in 
his Kingdom of Darknefs in the hearts of 


' the Children of M:n , in whom he rules, 


that he no ſooner moves in their hearts, but 
they follow him 3 noſooner commands, but 
they obey : he needs not uſc his ſubtilty and 
cunning to betray, allure, and perſwade, nor 
make great promiſes, before he can win to 
his obedience, many being grown ſuch na- 
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taral Children of him, and ſuch born flaves 
in his Kingdom , that now in theſe days his 
Commands are ſufficient to thouſands and 
ren thoufands 3 and his very motions to evil 
hath gzin'd (uch a powerful name in the 
Worli, even among the Titulay Chriſtians, 
that thcy count them too mighty ro be with- 
ftiood, roo powerful to vanquiſh, too ſtrong 


. to war With, overcome and conquer in all 


his Motions, Commands arid Temptatians, 
while on this tide the Grave 3 hereby people 
are become home-bred Slaves, and have ſold 
there{ lres for nought, having let in that 
accurſcd Faith that hath ſprung up in the 
ApÞofiacy from the True Faith, that they can 
never rehitft all the motions of che D-vil, nor 
difobcy all his commands, nor be delivered 
from all his Temptations, till the death of 
their natural Bodies, which is then too late 
for, As the tree falis, ſo it lies, &c, 

Now, the Titular Chriſtian will readily 
acknowledge and confeſs, that the motions 
of the Devil are ſtrong, powerful and preſent 
with bim and in him, and that thereby he 
is ſtirred up to evil: But he doth not be- 
lieve, that the Spirit of God is ſo nigh him» 
and preſent with him,moving in him againſt 
the motions of the evil onez nor that there js 
{utfcient Power from God given to him, to' 
preſerve him from obeying the motions and 
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temptations of the World , Fleſh and the 
Devil, and to move him to that which is 
good, and enable him to doit, Alſo he hath 
nofaith in this gift of God, but rathercounts 
it Deluſfion(and the property of a Phanatick ) 
to profeſs the knowledge of the Spirit of 
God moving in them to ſpeak and write 
g50d Words, and to do good Works2 this 
Profeflors and Prophanc, Learned and Un- 
learned, make a mock at, concludicg this 
operation of the Spirit is not in uſe, nor to 
be known in theſe days, nor to be expetted 
in theſe later Ages of the World ; as if God 
had left the world of mankind to be guided 
wholly by the motions of the Devil, as it 
there was'no Law or Power in the milnd able 
and ſufhcient to war againſt the Law and 
Power that is in the Members , and over- 
come it z Thus to believe, is the Faith of 
Devils, and not the Faith of God's Ele& , 
for, the True Chriſtian, in this Age (as in 
former Ages) is a living Witneſs of the mo- 
ving of the -Spirit of God to every good 
Word and Work, as the holy Men and Chri- 
ſtians in former Ages did, who ſpoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and as they 
were led and guided by the Spirit, as is te- 
tified in the holy Scriptures, though made a 


Mock ot in this day > And this Spirit of 


God accompanicd the Righteous inall Ages, 
and 
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and always mov, led and guided them into 
the way of Peace ; and as they obcycd it, and 
abode with it,they were pre- 

AAs 7.9. fervedby it therein, though 
tn the midlt of their ences 

mies::. This preſerved Jrfeph when the Pa. 
triarchs maved with envy, fold him into Ep ypt, 
and out of the Temptations he met with 
there; and the ſame Spirit of Envy that mo- 
ved the Patrigrcbs to {ell Foſeph, moved Cain 
to kill Abel, and moved Efax to hate his 
Brother , and the Iſraelites to envy Moſes 
and Aaron; and the Fews to perſccute the 
Prophets, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles ; and the 
| unbelieving Vagabond Fews 
AQis 17. 5 were moved by this Spirit 
of Envy, to make a tumult 

azainſt Paz and Silgs , and to aſſault the 
houſe of Faſon, and to draw him and the 
Brethren to the Rulers ; with falſe Accuſa- 
tions 3 the Spirit of Envy is the ſame at 
' this day, and his motions are the ſame, and 
a'l that obey them arc found in the ſame 
Work. Ard the motions of the Holy Spi- 
rit axe alſo the ſame, and all that obey them 
bring forth the fruits thereof, and they are 
both manifeſted by their fruits ; the one 
moves to Good, the other to Evil; the one 
to Love and Good-will,. the other to Envy 
and Hatred ; the one to Patience and Long- 
ſuffering, 
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ſuffering, the other to Anger, Rage and Per- 
ſecution : the one moves to Mecknels, Gen- 
tleneſs, and Lowly-mindednels; the other 
to Hardneſs, Roughneſs, Exaltcdneſs and 
Figh-mindedneſs : So by the Fruits and 
Efies are the motions of the Spirit of God 
known and diſtinguiſhed from the motions 


of the Devil, the Prince in Darknels. | 
And whoſoever do or ſhall profeſs to ſpeak 


or write Words, or do 
Works, in and by the 
motion of the Spirit of 
God, if they tend not to 
Good, if they are not 
accompanied with the 
Fruits of the ſame , if 
they will not endure the 
Tryal of the Spirit of 
God in others, and abide 
by the TeRimony theres 
of; and alfo agree with 
the Teſtimonies of the 


. Holy Men of old, left up- 
on Record in the Holy 
Scriptures 3 For, the Spi- 


rit of the Prophets way ſub- 
jea to the Prophets, and, 
The Chriftians were of one 
mind : 1 ſay, (cxcept 
this) their motion is to be 


Many whom the 
Old Serpent could 
not move nor draw 
into Carnal Wic- 
kedneſles , have 
been captivated 
with SpiritualWie- 
kedneſſes in High 
Places; and haye 
been - deceived (o 
far as to call High 
Thoughts & Ima- 
ginations, Motions 
of the Spirit of 
God ; and cheſe 
have been exalted 
above all that 15 
called God, being 
Jjoyned to the Son 
of Perditi: tt; who 
uſurps the Throne 
of God, and hath 
been ard 1s wor- 
ſhipped as Ged. 


judged 
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judged by the Spirit of God, and them al(o 
that obey it, as a Deluſion of an exalted Spi. 
Tit, and asa high Imagination, which muſt 
be brought down 3 and whoever glories 
therein, or boaſts thereof, will fade and wi- 
ther as a Flower, and fall and corrupt as un- 
timely Fruit; the month of the Lord hath ſpo- 
ken 2t. 


—_ 


XV. The True C. briſtian's Faith Py 


Experience concerning Revelation. 


HE Cry in the World is even among 

many called Chriſtians, No Revelation 

in theſe days; Revelation is ceaſed ; No Spi- 

ritual Viſion to be k:own now ; No fight of 

God now, as Abraham, Moſes, and the Pro- 
phets, and Primitive Chriſtians had, &c. 

Now, the Faith , Experience and Teſti- 

mony of the Trae Chritian 

Prov. 29.18, is, that Where there is no 

Vifion , no Heavenly Sight, 


that's the periſhing State : Where there is no 


Revelation known, there is no true. knowledge 
of God , as is witneſſcd by 
the holy Scriptures, Nove 
knoweth the Father bnt the 
Son, and he to whote the Son will reveal him. 

Since 


Mart. It 27: 
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\ ©: Since the Vail came over man's heatt,there 
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on, hatwill ſay as once Fob 


was:never-any other way in any Age, nor is 
not in this Age;to come to the true know. 
Idge of God but by Revelation ; by taking 
vf the Vail, and removing the Covering, 


which hides the face of God from man ; the 


outward Vails ' before Moſes's Face, in 
the outward Temple, were a Figure of this 
Vail, that is fpread over the hearts of men 
and the rending the Vail of the Temple from 


'topto bottom , was a Figure of Revelation 


and Spiritual ſight into the Holieſt of all," or 
the taking away that which flood berwixt 
Man and the true fight and knowledge of 
'God-: And there is not, nor never wa#(fince * 
the cauſe of the Vail entered) any*man upon 
the face of the earth, that came, or comes 
to the knowledge of God by any - other 
means : Men have ſought out many inven- 
tions, and deviſed many ways and. means to 
gain the knowledge of God, but all in vain; 
as his Invention , .Deyice , and Knowledge 
increaſeth, his Sorrow increaſcth alſo 3. and 
all he can arrive at; 1s. Traditional Know. 
ledge, an, Hiliorical Knowledge , a ſtrong 


_coneeit and Imagination concerning God , 


which is all nothing worth : When he comes 
toſee and know him by Sight and Revehatis 


Job 43. 5, 6. 


did, I bave heard of thee by 
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the bearing of the ear, but now my eye ſeeth 
hee; therefore T abhor my ſelf, and repent in 
duſt and aſhes. 
And as there is no true knowledge of God 
| but by. Revelation, fo there 
2 Theſ.2.3,4+ is no perfe& knowledge of 
. the Son of Perdition, or May 
of Sin, but by Revelation : Iniquity is a my- 
fiery, as well as Godlineſs; and the Devil 
can appear like unto an Angel of Light, and. 
et into the Temple of God, and tit there 
as God, and be worſhipped as God alſo; 
and when he thus appears in the Temple of 
God, cloathed with the. Sheeps Cloathing, 


 andirfthe form of an Angel of Light, with | 


the Saints 'words in his mouth , many arc 
then begvuiled with him, the Vail being over 
their Hearts, and the Scales before their 
eyes, that they ſce no further than. his ap- 
pcarance, his (hew and outſide; and hereby 
he deceives wany in the form of Religion, 
which could not be degeived by him as a De- 
vil, nor drawn into his Service in the groſs 
evils that are in the world : This is the my, 
fiery of Iniquity, which cannot be diſcerned 
nor difcoyered while the Vail is over, till Re- 
velation be known, and the 

Ia. 25. 7. - Prophefie of Tſaiah witnel- 
ſed, 1 will deſtroy $4; thi: 
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Son of the Living God 3 Chriſt ſaith , Bleſſed 
K 2 
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all people, and the vail*thar is ſpread over all 


Nations : This js a bleſſed promiſe to enjoy, 


and to witneſs tulfilifd, 

| Now till it pleaſed God to reveal his Son 
in Pal, and toſhine round about him with a 
Light, ſurpaſſing the natural Sun bk his 
firength, and to cauſe the Scales to fall from 
his eyes, he was deceived, and captivated 
with this myſtery of Iniquity, and in his 
Religious zeal and ignorance thought he was 
ſerving God, when he was ſerving the Devil: 
Andin this eſtate lie all the Titular Chriſtians 
a this day, who are perſecuting the Trwe 


_ Chriſtians, and hating one another, and de= 


firoying, biting and devouring one another 
about Religion, Church, and Worſhip 3 and 
this comes to paſs for want of Revelation, 
for want of true Knowledge: All the conten- 
tions , .envies , quarrellings and diviſions 
among all the Secs in Chritendom, ariſe for 
want of being acquainted with Revelation. 
One ſaith, Lo here is Chrift; another, there'; 
one ſays, Chriſt is thisz another that 3 and 
are of as many minds concerning him now, 
as they were In the days of his Fleſh 3 ſome 
laying one thing, and ſome another of him; 
But faith Chriſt to Peter and 

the relt, what ſay ye@? Peter Mat. 16. I 7. 
anſwered, thou art Chrift, the 
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art sf Peter, &c, fit fl:ſp and Blood hath 


#ot revealed this unto thee , but my Father 
which is in Heaven, Relation was the cauſe 
of Peter's ſurpatiing the others in tre know- 
ledge 3 many that eat and drank with him, 
and hada love for him, and heard his graci- 
ous Words and ſaw his mighty Works that 
he did,” yet waiting this kecvelation , had 
_ only a knowledge of him 
Tgnorance ofReve- fur the Fiſh , conten- 
Jation, the ground Fo 
of Diviſion, arg G<d and 1cafoned about 
Contention,  If'm), but this knowledge 
| that was revealed to 
Fetrr, they were ſirangers to; this was the 
ground of Contcntion then, andis the ſame 
at this day, throughout all Chrilicadom. 
But Peter himſelf did not abide in this 
knowledge, which was revealed to. him; 
but for want of watchfulncſs and through 
(elt-contidence , weaknels .and fear became 
CR vailed apz1n, and loſt his 
Mat. 26. 70, Knowl.dge, Sight, and 
73) 74., Revelation, and in the 
day of cloſe Trial denied 
that hc knew him at all3 then began he to 
curſe and to ſwear, ſaying, I know ot the 
man: This is2 great change in Peter , who 
in his zcal and att-Gion thought, if 'all fir- 
ſook bim, he ſhould not ; yea, though be ſhould 
or were to die with him, he would not deny 
of him 
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bim ; likewiſe alſo ſaid all the Diſciples. 

This may learn all, even choſe that have 
had Revelations, Heavenly Srghts and Viſions, 
to be watchful, and beware , left darkneſs 
overtake them again', the Val ſpread over 
again, theſe things are written for our ſears 
ning, and fet forthforan cxample, ſhewing 
how far Sejf-confidence, Zeal and Aﬀetions, 
and a knowledge of Chriſt after the flcſh, can 
carry men; and how Heavenly Sights, Vitions 
and Revelations may be ſcen end partaken 
of,; before a through Con- 
verſion » The wind bloweth John 3. 8, 
where it liſteth, and many hear 
the ſonnd thereof, yet knoweth not whence it 
comes, nor whither it goes, ſo a5 every man 1hat 
is born of the Spirit, Now, it's a farther 
thing togrow up in it, and to increaſe with 
the increaſe of God, unto the ſtature and 
fulneſs of Chriſt; ſuch are not only born, 
nor Children, but Men, ſuch cannot be toſ- 
ſed to and fro with wind ; z and till this is at=- 
tained unto, there is much danger. 

I knew a man (twenty four years gg0) 
who had Heavenly Sights and Revelations, 
and Rapturcs into the Third Heaven, and 
heard and ſaw things unuttcrable, raviſhed 
with Delight, overcome witha Joy and Con- 
folatioa, while his hand hath been inhis out- 
ward Labour, and would with Peter and 
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Fohx have built Tabernacles there, andall 
before his Converfion, before he was endued . 
with Power from on High, before the work 
of Regeneration was wrought, and before 
he knew from whence it came, or whither 
it went, being as the Lightening coming 
out of the Eaſt, and ſhining into the Weſt; 
and ſo knew not how, nor where to wait to 
receive it again, nor knew not aſtay to his 
mind, nor a bridle 60 his tongue, nor ftrength 
fo endure temptations,nor patience to have 
its perfe& Work; neither was he endued 


with Wiſdom and Diſcerning , to diſcover 


the divers wiles and devices of that Old 


' Serpent that betrayed in Paradicc; being not 


humbled and brought down to the true 
Foundation, though the Sced of the Ring- 
dom was ſown, and received with much 
Joy 3 bur ſpringing up in great hatte, for 
want-of d:pthot Earth, proved like Corn 
upon the houfe.top, or in ſtony ground,foon 
withered again, 

So, let none be lifted up above meaſure, 
becauſe of Revelations , Heavenly Sights 
and Vifions; let'none reft in Zeal and Aﬀe- 
Ctions 3 let none deck themſelves with God's 
Jewels, and Play the Harlot with them, nor” 
lay up Manna for to'morrow ; but wait up- 
on him from whence the daily. Bread comes, 
and abide low in the Root , from whence all 
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heavenly Bleſſings, Gifts and Graces ſpring z 
ſoa growing up in him, which was from 
everlaſting, before evil ſprung.up, before the 


| Vail was ſpread over, when all was good,yea,: 


very good:, will be witneſſed, This is the 
converted eſtate, which thoſe that are come 
unto it, not only ſtand themſelves ,-but are 
able to ſtrengthen their, Brethren , who are 


begotten by the ſame Father, and born of 


the ſame Mother. And this counſel Chriſt 
gave unto Peter , that zealous affectionate 
Diſciple, after he had had Heavenly Sights 
and Revelations, When thou art converted, 


frengthen thy Brethren, Let this be minded 
| byall to whom the Lord hath appeared,and 


given diſcoveries of himſelf, leſt they take 
up their reſt by the way, and like Peter and 
Fobn at the fight of the Transhguration of 


(Chriſt, ſay, Meſter, it is good for us to be heres 


let us build three Tabernactts , one for Thee, 
one for Moſes, and one for Elias: This they 


| ſpoke in ignorance, while the Cloud overs 


ſhadowed them, while they ſaw his Rayment 
ſhining exceeding white, as Snow; but did 


not ſee him, nor hear him as the Beloved Son 


of God, nor underſtand the Vitonz theres 


fore the Voice out of the 
Cloud faith to them, This Mark 9. 


is my Beloved Son , bear him, 


&c, Heights may ſeparate as well as Depths; 


K4 thexe- 
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therefore what Chriſt ſaith to one, he ſaith 
to all, Watch and Prey, lift ye enter into tem- 
ptation. In hearing and obcying the Beloved 
Son, there's Peace, Bleitings and Safety ; but 
in hearing and' obeying the Serpent, Tribu. 
Jatjon, Anguiſh and Sorrow,and great Dan- 
ger, which all that wait 
The Light,that and watch- in that true 


fhines in the hEarrt, . AP . 
' is 'the fafe dwel- Light, wherewith they 


ling-place of its 9 enlightened, enjoy the 
Children, | one, and eſcape the o- | 
ther. 


d 


— 


| —_———_—— 


XVI. The Tine Chriſtian's Faith and 
Experience concerning the. Goſpel, 
or Glad Tidings of Salvation. 


HE Trme Chriſtian believes the Goſpel, 
T or glad tidings of Life , Liberty and 
Salvation; and at the hearing the joyful 
found thereof he,is glad 3 and he rejoyceth 
to fee the Angel fly through the miidit of 
: | Heaven,having the everlaſting 
Rev, 14.6. Goſpel to preach again to them 
| that dwell on the earth, and 

20 every Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People, 
ſaying with a loud Voice, Fear God, and give 
Elory to bim, for the hour of his Judgments :is 


come, 
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' eome. and rhorſhip him that made Heaven and 


Earth, the Sea and Fountains of Water. And 
the True Chriſtian hath not only heard, but 
obeyed this Goſpel; he know- 

eth Life and Immortality 2 Tim.1. Io, 
brought to Light through 

this Goſpel; and the Light of this glorious 
Goſpel ſhines in his heart, ana he hath repen- 
ted or turned to the Light thereof, received 
and believed. this Goſpel, 


which is the Power of God Gal. 3. 8. | 
anto Salvation, which Goſ- aye 5 
pel was preached unto Abra- 

ham, and was and is now Col. 1. 23. 


preached in every Creature 

under Heaven : Of this Goſpel Paul was a 
Minifier: And the True Chriſtian is come 
to the myſtery of the fcllowthip of the Goſ- 


. pel, which ſtands not in Word, but Power, 


and is not of man, nor by 
man. but of God; and this That which 


' Goſpel judgeth the ſecrets of Judgeth the ſe- 


crers of mens 
hearts 4s the 
Goſpel. 


all men , and he is come to 
the knowledge of the my- 
ſtery of the Goſpel 3; and | 
througtr it hath received Lite, Liberty, and 
Salvation; and his feer are fhod with the 
Preparation of the GOSPEL of Peace, and 
his Converſation is as becomes the Goſpel, 
and he adorns the Goſpel of his Lord and 
Savi- 
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Saviour; and in this abiding he*enjoyes the 
priviledges of the Goſpel, and inherits the 
precions protniſes made of old , and enjoycs 
that which was Prophefied of by that Eyan- 
gelical or Goſpel Prophet Iſaiah , when he 
ſaw and ſpoke of the univerſal love of God 
to beenjoyed in the Golpe] days, in making 
a Feaſt unto all people : 1s 
Iſa. 25.6, 7, this. Mountain ſball the Lord 


$8.9. of Hoſts make anto all peoplea 


Feaſt of Fat Things, a Feaſt 
of Wine on the Lees ; of fat things full of 
Marrow , of Wine on the Lees well refined; 
end he will deftroy in this Monntain the face of . 
the Covering that is caft over the face of all peo- 
ple, and#he Vail that is ſpread over all Nati- 
ons by willſwallow up death in viflory ; the 
Lord will wipe away tears from all faces, and 
the reÞuke of bis people will he take away from 
off all the earth, the Lord G:d hath ſpoken it : 
And it ſhall be ſaid in that day, Lo this is onr 
God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave 
#s 5 this is the Lord, we have waited for him, 
axd we will be glad, and rejoyce in his Salva- 
2:01, &'c. A bleſſed fight and heavenly Pro- 
pheſfie, which the Trae Chriftian is come, and 
coming to the full enjoyment and fultilling 
of; Glory to God for ever, 

And the Anti-tipe of the year of Jubilee is 


now enjoyed, and the Sabbath of Reſt is en- 
tered 
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tered into 3 and the holy Mountain in which 


is no defiroyer , is now dwelt in; and the 
Light of God's, Countenance is litted up, 


which makes the Trae Chriſtian's heart more 


glad, than the joy that comes with the in- 


' creaſe of Corn, Wine, and Oylz many Pro» 
phets and Righteous men ſaw that afar off 


which he now poffeſſeth; ſo that he can 


truly ſay, Goſpel-rtimes are glorious times, 


the priviledges of the Goſpel are glorious pri- 
viledges3 Chrift reigning and ruling in his 
heart , leading Captivity captive, and gi- 
vivg victory over Death Hil and the Grave, 
wiping away all tears, and taking away the 
reproach (being Sin, which is a reproach to 
any people) and giving Power to bind Kings 
in Chains, and Nobles in Fetters of Iron, 
and no war with Ipiritual wickedneſſes in 


high places, and to bring down every. high 
Thought and Tmaglnation into the obedience of 


Chrift ; this. honour have all the Saints, who 
receive the Goſpel of Peace and Salvation, 
and arrive at the mark 'of the high Calling 
of God in Chriſt Jelus, | 

The Tit«lar Chriſtian he ſaith,he believeth 
in the Goſpel, and talks of Life, Liberty and 
Salvation by it ; he faith, he hath heard the 
ſound of the Goſpe), and that he obeys the 


Goſpel; bat how doth he ſhew forth the 


truth hereof ? Jet him examine himſelf; 
doth 


a 
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doth he know the Light of the glorious Go. 
ſpel to ſhine in his heart, whereby the my. 
ftery of it is revealed unto him? Hath here- 
pented or turned to the Light, and believed 
the Golpe!? Dyth he know it to be the power 
of God unto Salvation? And is he ſaved by 
it, as Abraham was, when preached uato 
him, and as the Primitive Chriſtians were; 
when they received it? Doth he know Life 
and Immorta'ity brought to Light through 
the, Goſpel* Hath he obeyed the Goſpel? 
And is his feet ſhod wich the Preparation 


of it ? And doth he adorn the Goſpel with 


a Holy Life and Converſation? No, the 
Titslar Chriſtian knows no ſuch Goſpel, nor 
the light of it co ſhine in his heart , nor the 


myſicry of it to be revealed in him 3 for he 
hates the Light, and denics Revelation, and 


faith it is ceaſed, and that there is no Reve- 
Jation to be expected in theſe days, nor no 
poſſibility to live a holy Life, as becometh 
the Goſpel ; nor no inheriting the precious 
Promiſes, nor enjoying the glorious things 
propheſied of, while on this fide the Grave; 
nor no having the Vail taken off the Heart, 
nor Tears wipcd away, nor the cauſe of them 
removed, nor Dcath ſwallowed up in Vi- 
cory, while he remains in the Body; nor 
that the Anti-type of the Year of Jubilec, 
which is perfe& Liberty and Redemption, 


can 
\ 


>.Y 
| 
wa... AY 
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can be witneſſed and enjoyed, by believing in 
the Goſpel; nor that the Mountain of the 
Lord's Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the 
top of all Mountains, or that any can dwell 
in that where no Deſtroyer is nor that the 
Sabbath or Reſt wherein he ſhall not ſpeak 
his own words, nor think his own thoughts, 
nor bear any burden, can be entercd into, or 
dwelled in, while on this {ide the Grave. 
The Ttalay Chriſtian hath no Faith in any 
of theſe things ; therefore his Faith is feign- 
&d, and the objec of it is imaginary, and is 
indeed that which may be called anothezx 


 Goſpe], which he that bringeth is accurſed, 


and is not of God, but of man. 

And the Titular Chriſtian can be a pro- 
feflor of this Goſpel, and a hearer of this 
Goſpel, and yet never hear the voice of the 
Son of God, nor never come to be quick- 
ned unto Life 3 nor never receive remiſlion 
of Sin, nor Inheritance among them that 
are ſandtified 3 nor never come to enjoy the 
priviledges of the Goſpel , ſignified and 
ſhewed torth by divers Types, Figures and 
Shadows under the Law, ard ſeen and pro- 
phelicd of by the holy Prophets, yet can ralk 
of all theſe things, even while in Death, will 
talk of the fame of Wiſdom, and the glort- 


- ous things her Children formerly enjoyed, 


while he himſelt is poor, blind, and miſer- 
2 able, 
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able , and wants the pofſelhion and __—_ 
mental enjoyment thereof, 

+ And indeed, the myſtery of i iniquity hath 
fofar prevailed and the darkneſs is grown fo 

thick, by reaſon of the ſinoke that aſcends 
out of the Bottomlcſs Pit, in this night of 
Apoſtacy, which hath ſpread over this part 
of the World, called Chriſtendom, tince the 
Apoliles days , that the Titular Chriſtian 
which hates the Light. and dwells in this 

Darkncts is grown ſo great a friend to the 
Devil that old Serpent, that he will not 
endure any other Goſpel , then ſuch an one, 
which will admit of living under the Bond- 
age» Service, and Slavery of the Devil term 
of life ( this is he that cannot endure ſound 
Do@rine, ) 

Now the joyful food of this Goſpel, 
which- whole Chriſtendom rings of, is , No 
perfect victory over fin 3 no overcoming of the 
Devil, no withſtanding him in all his tem- 
ptations, no abliaining from every appea- 

. rance of evil; no perfe&t- 

The Meſſage and * ing Holineſs in the fear 


rg rr of God, noceafing from 
3 


who preach ano- bs ths of Sinz no 
ther Goſpel, . diſpoſſeſſing the firong 
Man, and {poiling al} his 

Goods, no ſwecping the Houſe, and gar- 
— it with heavenly Goods, no pulling 
down 
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down the firong, holds of Sin and Satan, no 
bringing every Thought and Imagination 
into the Obediente of Chriſt, no putting off, 
the Old Man with his Deeds, nor putting on 


' the New, nor bearing the heavenly Images 


nor any ſuch Regeneration or new Birth to 


be known, which committeth not Sinz no 
repairing the Breach which our firſt Parents 


'made; no finding again that which is loft 3 


no reſtoration into Innocency and a finleſ(s 
ſtate agein, while men dwell in theſe earthly 


 Tahernacles, none of theſe things can be ef- 


feed, faith the ſound of this Goſpel, or the 
Preachers of it in all Sets. 

Oh! how greaatly'is it to be lamented, not 
only to ſee and behold the Garden and Vine- 
yard of the Loxd become fo great a Wil- 
derneſs , and fo overgrown. with Bryars 
and Thorns, 'Thiſiles and noiſome Weeds, 
where many venomous and. hurtful things 
are nourifhed 3 but alſo to ſee thoſe who 
count themſelves Labourers in the Vineyard, 
and Dreſſers of the Garden , fit down and 
conclude, that it can never be drefſed, nor 
the Vineyard purged from all that doth of- 


| fend the tender Grapes, and that the Wild 


Bore and the little Foxes cun never be driven 


| out, nor thoſe Plants which the heavenly 


Father never planted be pulled up , nor that 
this Wilderneſs cam ever become a fruitfil 
EE Field, 
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.  Ficld, nor like Eden again : and that. there 
WET | are ſo many Believers of | -_ 
© The ſorrow and this forrowful Tidings |. 
miſery of Mankind _ 4 viferable Meſſengers 
js mnch increaſed _ ag aq, d, 
ard continued by and Miniſters of Satan, 
this Unbelief and. :evil unbelicving Spies, 
Sound of bad Ti- who diſcourage. and per- 


dings, or another . 
yo i whic h they {wade the people they can 


that have brought, NCVer inherit . the good 

are accurſed, Land, nor overcome their 

EIS) ENEMIES, 

- Oh thou God of Heaven , appear more | »* 


and more, and diſperſe and remove this un- 
belief and groſs darkneſs, and ſtop the aſcen> G 
ding of this ſmoke, which ariſcth out of the i 
bottomleſs Pic, and darkens the Air,and ga- | q 
ther thy ſcattered people:from under thofe 1 
Edol- Shepherds and falſe Vinc-dreflers, blind 


Guides and mi{erable Comforters 3 thou haſt , 
gathered a Remnant trom under them, and ce 
made their folly maniteft, and-to them their, b 
Goſpel is accurſcd'; do ſotfor thouiands and ko 
'ten thouſancis, which-yet know thee not, 1s b, 
the Breathing of the Soul of the Righteous, _ | ,, 
and remove this monſtrous Faith out of the bs 


* " heartsof all men, which holds up the Devil's 
Kingdom there TERM OF LIFE : And 4 
let-try POWER. be known and magnitied Pp 
over all, who ait'God, Blcificd tor ever, 


: KVIL, The 
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I Expertence concerning Grace, and 

b; Living under 1t, and Growing up 


5 '-in it from one Degree unto ano- - 
d | ther; and of the poſſibility of Falk 


Ir ling away from 1t. 

« rs H E Law came by Moſes , but Grace and 
b- Truth by J-jus Chritt : Grace is the 
[ free Gift of God tor the Salvation of all, 
c | andhath appearcd untoall men : brt all men 
_ did not, nor do recetve it, ſo know not the 


c Teachings and. Virtue of it, nor its ſufficien- 
4 cy and power £0 fave, being known to none 
fi but ſuch as do recelvc it: And all that dore- 
d ceive this Grace, are taught 
gl by it to deny ungodlineſi and Tit. 2. 11. 
p worldly lufts, and to live ſo- 
5 bevly, righteouſly , and godly in this preſent 
5 | world. Thus it taught the True Chriſttans 
- in former Ages, and teacheth the ſame now z 
F and all that are ſo taugh by it , are not un= 

der the Law, but under Grace , for, Grace 
a doth not deſtroy the Law, but fulfils it,: and 
leads thoſe that are under it to the enjoys 
ment of the ſubſtance of thoſe heaveniy 
FO L —_ 


x30 The ttue Chiiftians Faith 
things it ſhadowed forth , aud which the 
Prophets propheſied of, And further, it tea. 
cheth more Spiritual and Evangelical Leſ- 
fons than Moſes did, by whom the Law came, 
And the Trze Chriflian not only receives 
this Grace, but grows in it ſrom one degree 
unto another , and witneſſcth a being ſaved 
by it, and a being juſtified by it, having expe- 
rience of its ſufficiency when the encmy doth 
aſſault, and trials and teniptations attend; 
even as Paxl, theaged,when 


Lord, the anſwer was, My 
Grace is ſufficient for thee ; The Chriſtians 
are witncſſcs this day of the ſame. And 
Pam could ſay, By the Grace of God I am 
what 7 am, That was anhigh and heavenly 
. tate, to be no otherwiſe than Grace made 
him 3 Sclf, Sin and Satan is here excluded, 
and all boaſting and glorying in the ſich is 
laid afide, and the free, Gift- and Grace of 
God exalted over all: This is a ftanding 
by Grace, and a living under 
Rom. 5. 20, It, being ſav'd by it from 
Il. tranſgrefhng the Law, which 
is holy, juſt, and good ; here 
Grace reigneth threugh Righteouſneſs unto 
eternal Life, even where Sin reigned once 
unto Death, and abounded; here Grace is 
| known to bound much more. 
This 


> Cor.12.19. | in danger, and beſought the | - 
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This was not only profeſſed and talked of 
by the Trae Chriſtiazs in former Ages, nor is 
not now in this Age, but really felt, known 
and witneſſed in them, by the effeftual Work 
and Operation of it ; they did not, nor do 
profeſs a living under Grace while they do 


and commit that which the Law is over, and 


which the Law was added becauſe of (vis. 
Sin) He that is alive to Sin , the Law hath 
power over him; and he is indeed under the 
Law , notwithſtanding he may profeſs a bes 


" ing under Grace, and li- 


ving in Goſpel-times 3 
for, Pax; Paralel holds 
good, A woman is bound 
by the Law to her Husband,ſo long as he liveth z 
but whcn dead, ſhe is joofed from the Law 
of her Husband. So the Law hath dominion 
over a man, ſo long as he liveth (in that life 
and nature which tranſgreſſeth it ) let him 
profeſs what he will : And none are fitted 
and prepared to be married to another, even 
to him who is raiſed from the dead, ti 
they arc become dead unto the Law; and 
ſodelivercd fromit, that being dead whete= 
in or whereby they were held ( »:£. Sin, ) 
For, ſaith he, When we were in the fleſo, tH+ 


Rom. 9. Read 
and underſtand. 


 metions of Sin, hich vie by iht Law, did 


work, in onr Members ; # bring fotth frhit 
mo Death; bt nes Be ors Sens _=_ 
| "WY ; 
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things it ſhadowed forth , aad which the 
Prophets propheſied of, And further, it tea- 
cheth more Spiritual and Evangelical Leſ- 
fons than Moſes did, by whom the Law came, 
And the Trxe Chriflian not only receives 
this Grace, but grows in it from one degree 
unto another , and witneſſcth a being ſaved 
by it, anda being juſtified by it, having expe- | 
rience of its ſufficiency when the enciny doth 
aſſault, and trials and teniptations attend; 
even as Paxl, the aged, when 

> Cor.1 2.19. ' in danger, and beſought the 
Lord, the anſwer was, My 

Grace is ſufficient for thee ; The Chriſtiany 
are witncſſes this day of the ſame. And 
Paul could ſay, By the Grace of God I am 
what ] am, That was an high and heavenly 
. ſtate, to be no otherwiſe than Grace made 
him 3 Sclf, Sin and Satan is here excluded, 
and al] boaſting and glorying in the ſich is 
laid afide, and the free, Gift- and Grace of 
God exalted over all: This is a ftanding 
by Grace, and a living under 

Rom. 5. 20, it, being ſav'd by it from 
TIL tranſgrefaing the Law, which 
is holy, juſt, and good ; herc 

Grace reigneth threugh Righteouſneſs unto 
eternal Life, even where Sin reigned once 
unto Death, and abounded; here Grace is 


 Imown to bound much more, 


This 
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This was not only profeſſed and talked of 
by the Trae Chriſtians in former Ages, nor is 
not now in this Age, but really felt, known 
and witneſſed in them, by the cffeual Work 
and Operation of it 3 they did not, nor do 
profeſs a living under Grace while they do 
and commitr that which the Law is over, and 
which the Law was added becauſe of (vis. 
Sin) He that is alive to Sin , the Law hath 
power over him; and he is indeed under the 
Law , notwithſtanding he may profeſs a bes 


' ing under Grace, and li- 


ving in Goſpel-times 3 
for, Pan/'; Paralel holds 
good, A woman is bound 
by tbe Law to ber Husband,ſo long as he liveth x 
but whcn dead, ſhe is joofed from the Law 
of her Husband. So the Law hath dominion 
over a man, ſo long as he liveth (in that life 
and nature which tranſgreſſeth it ) let hin 
profeſs what he will : And none are fitted 
and prepared tobe married to another, even 
to him who is raiſed from the dead, til 
they arc become dead unto the Law; and 
fodelivercd fromit, that being dead where- 
in or whereby they were held ( »;&. Sin, ) 
For, ſaith he, When we were in the fleſh, the 
motions of Sin, which wee by tht de | 
work in onr Members ; #0 bring foftb Jrh 
ao fem 


Rom. 9. Read 
and underſtand. 
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the Law, that being dead wherein we were 


beld, that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of Spi-- 


yrit , and not in the oldneſs of the Letter : 
Here the True Chriftian knows the righte.- 


oulneſs of the Law fulfilled in him, who. 


walketh not after the Fleſh, nor the moti- 
ons of it, but after the Spirit, and the mo- 
tions thereof, ſo that his words are ſeaſoned 
with Grace, and walk to the Praiſc and 
Glory of his Grace: And as he hcre abides,he 
witneſſeth a being delivercd from under the 
Law, and knows the occaftion ot it taken 


away, and fo truly lives under Grace, and | 


grows in it, and in the knovledye of his 
Lord and Saviour Jcſus Chrift z to whom be 
Glory both now and for ever, 

But now, notwithſtanding the cry of the 
Tit lar Chriſtian is, No falli::g from Grace t#0- 
zally, &c. yet there is a polhtbility that after 
people have received the Grace of God, and 
known the vertue and opcration of it allo, 
that they may fall from it again, and of Chil- 
dren of Grace, become Children of Wrath; 


% 


they may turnthe Graceof God into wanton»; 
neſs (orrather, turn gfrom it after they hate 
received it, into wantonneſs) they may ule ©; 
their Liberty, which by Grace they are come, 
unto, 3s an gccation to the. flcſh , and ſo not. 


liand faſt-in. that, liberty. wherewith Chriſt 
had made” thay free © Aud .they may fail 
OY PER Os trom 
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from fiedfafineſs , after by Grace they have 
attained unto it. And after people have 
clean eſcaped from them which live in error, 
-and from the pollutions of the world , they 
may err again, and te polJuted again, and 
turn like the Dong to his vomit again , and 
like the Sow that was waſhed to the wal- 
lowing in the n.ire again and an evil heart 
of Unbeiict and Diſobedience, in departing 
from the living God, after they have known 
him,. may get in againz and people may 


'crucifie to themſ-lves the Son of God afreſh, 


and put him to open, ſhame; and trample 
the Blood of the Covenant , with which 
once their hearts were ſprinkled, undcr foot 
again; and do dcſpight unto the Spirit of 
Grace, and grieve the Holy Spirit of God) - 


'and finally, they may make Shipwrack-of 


Faith ard a good Conſcience,&c T hee things 
may al] be done, or clfe, in vain are the di- 
vers Exhortations recorded in the holy Scri- 
ptures to the Primitive Chriftians , To ſtand 
faſt, abide and continne to the end; that they 
might not be emangled again, deceived, nor 


- | © fall inte temptaiiow again: And in vain was 


Ys 


7 1 
1 


all the labour, travel, care and exerciſe of 
the Apoſtles, Teachers, and Elders among 


"Churches, after they were gathered out of 


the wurld, and had received the manifold 


Graces of God to confirm them and ca. 
2 bliſh 
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bliſh them in the ſame, if there had been no 
danger of falling from it agaiv, and corrupt- 
Ing themſclvesagain, This Titlar Chriſtians 
Opinion of no total falling from Grace, is 
contrary to the current of the whole Scri- 
ptures , and of the True Chriſtian's experi- 
ence: And PauPs Teſtimony is, That (uch 
that fo fall away , who were once enlightened, 
and taſted of the Heavenly 
' Heb. 6. 4. Gift, aud Powers of the world 
and 10. 20, * to come, if ſnch fin wilfully, 
ofier they have received the 
knowledge of the Truth, that it 13 unpoſſible to 
renew then again 30 Repentance, and that there 
remains #0 more Facrifices for Sins* but a cer- 
28in fearful looking for of Judgment and fiery 
Tudignation, which. ſpall devour the Adverſa- 
ries z who incur a ſorer puniſhment than 
thoſe that deſpiſed Mpſes's Law, who dicd 
without mercy under two or three Witneſſes : 
There is a forer puniſhment than outward 
Death, which the outward Law inflicted 
upon the Tranſgrefſors of it ; and thoſe 
that bave known the Law of him that is 
greater than Moſes , which is the Law 
of the Spirit of Life, and have been ſubjeRs 
of it , and fallen and Apotiatiz:d from it 
Win, ſhall partake of this ſorer Puniſhment. 
- Atzdas none knoweth the Joy and Conſola- 
tion-of 'thale that have the Law of the Spi- 


vie - 


tion , kindled by the 
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ritof Life, and obey it, and abide in itz or 
the White Stone, wherein the new Name ig 
written, which none knoweth but he thay 
hath it 3 ſo none knoweth the ſorer Pugiſh« 
ment, the fiery Indignae | 

Apoſtates puniſh- 
ment 1s from God, 


Breath of the Lord, nor and noe Men. Ven- 


feels the biting of the yeance is the 


Worm which never dies, Lord : And it's a 
which attends the Tranſ> fearful thing ro fall 
grcſſors and wilful Sin- by finnis —_ 
ners againſt this Law of 1jghe and Know- 
the Spirit of Life, but he ledge, &c. 

chat hath it, and receives | 

it as a juſt recompence of Reward of his 
Diſobedicnce, R<bellion and Apoſtacy. 

And the Titular Chriſtian who talks of 
living under Grace, and not under the Law; 
and of being marricd to Chriſt , &c. before 
he hath known the Law as a School-Maſter 
fo bring him to Chrilt 3 before he is become 
dead to that which the Law hath power 
over; before he comes to know the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law fultilled in him by the 
3pirit of Grace, and Righteouſueſs which 
exceeds the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſc:s; before he knows Grace to reign. 
through Rightcouſncſs unto eternal Life 
(even where Sin hath reigned unto Death) 


before he is taught by Grace to deny ungogd- 
L 4 linefs 
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Tin:{s and worldly luſis , and to live ſoberly, 
tighreouſly, and god)y ; and before he cea- 
ſ: ch from Sin; and betore he knoweth the 
b5dy of itd: ſtroyed, and become dead, and 
delivcrancefrom the dead body : I ſay, be- 
fore this, . his talk and profcfſion of living 
undcr Graces is vain, he remaining alive in 
that for which the Law was added (viz. Sin.) 


# 


| © For, the main reaſon to prove a perſon un-_ 


'der Grace, which Pax! mentioneth, is, For, 
Sit ſhall not have dominion over you ; fir. or 
becarſe, you are not under the Law , but under 
Grace * He that committeth Sin is the Servant 
of it, and Sin hath dominion over him-, let 


the Titular Chriſttan profeſs what he will, 


[YL 
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XVIII. The True Chriſtians Faith and 
. F# xperience concerning Outward and 
; Inward Miracles. ” 


-- 


A LL Miracles and Worders, that were 
'3 outwardly wrought by the Power of 
God, befor: the Law, under the Law, fince 
the Law, by the hand of Moſes and Aaron, 
* the Prophets, Chrift and his Apoſiles, were 
' in themſelves Signs, generally ſhewed before 
' Unbelicving , Hard-hearted, Adulterous, 
= bg unto- 
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untoward Generations 3 -and we read not of 


very many in the Holy Scriptures, that were 
ronverted by the working of outward Mie 
raclcs; Pharaob and the Egyptians were hard- 
ned, the Jjraclites themſelyes after they had 
ſcen.and partook of wonderful Deliverances 


 & mighty Miracles wrought before their face, 


as, the going trrough the Sea on dry Land, aud 
their enemies deftroyed in the ſame 3 the Pillar 
of the Clcud by Day, and the Pillar of Fire 


by Night ; the Manna and Duails from Hea- 
ven 5 the Water out of a Rock, and alſs drunk 
of the Spiritual Rock, which followed them, 


yet an Unbelieving, Ignorant, Diſobedient, 


Rebcllious, Murmuring Heart got up in 


them, ſo that they diſcerned not the power 


by which thcy wcre wrought ,. nor the end 
-whercfore, bring ignorant of both; reither 
.did thev iruly regard the inſiruments by 


whom they wcre wrought, their Wills and 


'Lufis rcmaincd ſtrong. , their Hearts foul 
and groſs, their Ears dull of Hearing, and 
| their Eyes {o. weak, and their Underſtand- 
' ings ſo darkened , that they: could not look 


ppon, nor bchold: the glory of.that Miniſtra- 


tion, though it was but of Angels; nor a- 
| bide and endure the Voice of God in giving 


forth the Law, for the condemnation ef the 
Tranſgrefſor (-which was glorious in its 


of 


4 


- time) fo that they could not behold the glaxy 
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of Mpſes's Face without fear, 
Exod. 34. 209. nor ſo much as touch the 
and 39. 2322. Mounit on which God ap, 
appeared ; yea, the Prieſis, 
unleſs Sandtified (or madexfoly) were not 
ta ecomenigh the Lord. This was the ſtate 


of the Iſraelites, notwithſtanding they were - 
eye.witneſſcs of the Mighty Wonders and 


Miracles viſibly wrought before their natural 
Senſcg; yet through Unbelief, Diſobcdienee, 
Murmuring and Rebelllon, they periſhed,and 
their Carkates fell in the Wilderneſs, and en- 
ered not into the Promiſed Land. Let the 
Reader conſider theſe things, 

And when Chriſt Jeſus, the great Prophet 
came, of whom Moſes Propheſied , and 
wrought divers Viſtble Miracles before the 
Hard. hearted Jews, who profeſſed them- 
ſelves the Diſciples of Moſes; 1 donot find, 
nor read, that many of thoſe that (aw them 
wrought with their natural Eyes, and that 
#r3nk of the Miraculous Wine, made of Water, 
and that eat of the five Loaves, aud two Fi- 
ſhes, that fed five thouſand.and twelve Boſrcts 
of Fragments to ſpare, were converted ; nor 
fo much as became his Diſciples or Fallow- 
ers, exccpt for Loaves, or ſome Sclhſh eyds; 
and fome among whom he wrought mighty 
Miracles, defired him to depart their _ 

And from the ChicfiPriefts and Leaders he 
met 


— > ww ox wy pw 0 


am A 
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met with this Judgment, That he was a Dee 


 exiver, « Samaritan, &1d bad a Devil, aud caſt 


out Devils by Beelnebuh the Prince of the De- 
2ils ; (© that his —_— the Dead, hcaling 
the Sick, poſſeſſed and Diſcaſed , though 
mighty Works in themſclves, and wrought 
by the Pawer of his. Father in him; yet 
they were not ſuch great Works, nor the 
effefts of ſuch great extent , but that thoſe 
thet did believe in bim ſhould do greater, ar be 
in bis Spiritual Appearance in thera would ds 
eater , according to his 

aying, Verily , verily, I John 14.12, 13. 
ſay unte you, He that be- 

lievetbin me, thc Works that T do, be ſhall ds 
alſo, and greater than theſe 1all be do, becauſe 


. TI poto my Father; and whatſoever ye ash, in 


"ty Nawe, that will Ido, This ſaying and 
Promiſe was and is fulfilled, fulfilling, and 
tobefulfilled : And every Trae Chriſtian is a 
Witneſs of the Power that is received by 
believing in Chrift, and knoweth and ex- 
perienceth greater Warks and Miracles 
wrought by the Power and Spiritual Appea» - 
rance of Chrift within, _ | 

than all the * outward *We read of more 


. _ Converted at one 
Miracles he wrought be CF Potey, 


fore the carnal eyes of {yan by all oat 


| carnal Profeffors-and Un» ward Miracles. 


bclic AM in the days of | 
his 
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of Moſes's Face without fear, 
Exod. 34. 20. nor ſo much as touch the 
and 29. 22. Mounit on which God ap, 
appeared ; yea, the Prieſis, 
unleſs Sandtified (or madexnfoly) were not 
ta comenigh the Lord. This was the ſiate 


of the Iſraelites, notwithſtanding they were 
eye.witnefſcs of the Mighty Wonders and 


Miracles viſibly wrought beforc their natural 

Senſcy; yet through Unbelief, Diſobcdience, 
Murmuring and Rebelllon, they periſhed,and 
their Carkates fell in the Wilderneſs, and en- 
ered nat into the Promiſed Land. Let the 
Reader conſider theſe things, 

And when Chriſt Jeſus, the great Prophet 
came, of whom Moſes Propheſfied , and 
wrought divers Viſtble Miracles before the 
Hard. hearted Jews, who profeſſed them- 
ſelves the Diſciples of Moſes; 1 do not find, 
nor read, that many of thoſe that ſaw them 
wrought with their natural Eyes, and that 
#rank of the Miraculous Wine, made of Water, 
and that eat of the five Loaves, aud two Fi- 
ſhes, that fed fine thouſand.and twelve Baſr:ts 
of Fragments to ſpare, were converted ; nor 
fo much as became his Diſciples or Fallow- 
ers, exccpt for Loaves, or ſome Sclhth eyds; 
and ſome among whom he wrought mighty 
Miracles, defired him to depart their _ : 
And from the ChicfiPriefts and Leaders he 
met 
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' carnal Profefſors:and Uns+ 
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met with this Judgment, That he was a De- 


 ceiver, 6 Samaritan, 81d bad a Devil, aud caſt 


out Devils by Beelzehuh the Prince of the De- 
2ils ; (o that his _— the Dead, healing 
the Sick, poſſeſſed and Diſcafed , though 
mighty Works in themſclves, and wrought 
by the Power of his. Father in him; yet 
they were not ſuch great Works, nor the 
effefts of ſuch great extent , but that thoſe 
thet did believe in bim ſhould do greater, or be 
in bis Spiritual Appearance in tbera mould ds 
eater , according to his 

aying, Verily , verily, I John 14.12, 13. 
ſay nnta you, He that be- 

lievetb in me, tbc Works that T do, be ſholl ds 
alſe, and preater than theſe 1all be do, becauſe 


. T poto my Father; and whatſoever ye atk, in 


, my Name, that will 1do, This ſaying and 
Promiſe was and is fulfilled, fulfilling, and 
tobefulfilled : And every Trae Chriſtian is a 
Witneſs of the Power that is received 
believing in Chriſt, and knoweth and ex- 
perienceth greater Warks and Miracles 
wrought by the Power and Spiritual Appea»- 
rance of Chrift within, ' | 
than all the * outward 
Miracles he wrought be- 
fore the carnal eyes of 


*We read of more 
Converted at one 
Sermon of Petey, 
than by all oar- 
| ward Miracles, 
bclic A in the days of | 
his 
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his fiſh. But this the Titzlar Chriftian can. 
'not receive, knowing nothing thereof : In 
order therefore toconvince him of the Truth 
of the ſame , the Trae Chriftian (peaks fur- 
ther, as follows : 

- Firſt, Hefaith, that once he was deadin 
"Treſpaſſes and Sins, and ſo dead, that though 
. 'he was loaded therewith, yet he felt not 
'the weight and burthen thereof, and not 
only ſo, but he had all the properties of 2 
'dead- man fpiritually ; his eye was fo blind, 


that he could not fee the exceeding finfulneſs. 


of Sin his car was ſo deaf, that he could 
not hear the voice of God, though he often 
'calied him out of it ; his Feet were fo lame, 
that hecould not walk one ftepin the way of 
God 3 and he was ſo bowed down, that he 
could nor ftand upright, and his Bloody If- 
ſue could not be ſtopped , nor his Wounds 
healed, and his Sores ran in the night , and 
His Soul refuſed Comfort , and he was caſt 
out tnto the open Field to the loathing of his 
Perſon, and the Levite and the Prieft pal- 
fed by and minifired no he'p he ſaw no eye 
to pity , nor no hand to ſave, nor no Phyſt- 
cian of value could he meet withal 3 and 
told him he could never be cured, healed, and 
made a ſound living man again whilc he lived 
upon the carth , and to increaſe hjg, miſery, 
he was pcxſwaded to believe the ſame _ 
EE. Belic 
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Belief is one of the ſtrongeſt links of the, 
Chains of Darkneſs )in ſhort, words cannot . 
expreſs the ſad and lamentable cfiate of man-: 
kind in the Fall » which the True Chriftian 
once lay in, even bound in Chains of Dark- 
neſss under the ſlavery and bondage of Sin. 
and Satan, captivated. in a ſtrange Land,@c.: 
out of which w®thing lefs than the mighty, 
terrible, and glorious Power of God, by and 
through his Son Chriſt Jeſus, is able cfſetu- 
ally to redeem, ſave, and deliver. 
| Therefore in the ſecond place, the Trae 
Chriſtian's Teſtimony is as followeth 3 To 
the Praiſe and Glory of the Power of God in 


- his glorious Appearance and heavenly Reve- 


lation, through the Son of his love in this 
latter day , wherein his exceeding Riches, 
Kindneſs, and Power is manifefted,and made 
known, as in Apes paſt, and as in the Gene=- 
ration of old ; and his | 
faithful Promiſes fulfilled; John. 5. 25, 
and the hour is come, 
wherein the Dead hear the voice of God, and 
the Graves open, and they that are therein 
come forth, and a mighty : 
Sond is heard of the dry .__ as am 
Bones in the Valley com- _ ——_ —_ 

paſſes, degenerated 
| | and cftranged from 
thelife of God, are as theſe dry Bones, and are wo 
be witneſſes of the ſame Power to reſtore them ra 
form and life. | 

ing 
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ing cogether , and knitting Bone to Bone, 
and Joynt to Joynt, and Sinnew to Sinnew, 


and Fleſh grows upon the ſame, and the. 


Breath of Life is received, and a ſtanding up 
is known of an exceeding great Army,which 
ſhall yer increaſe more and more, and inhe- 
rit and poſſeſs the Anti-type of the promiſed 
Lands this was ſcet: and pM@pheficd of by 
Exzekje!l, and now enjoyed by the True Chri. 
ftian 3, read Chap, 36. to Ver. 14. and the 
Lord give thee underſtanding : Now to wit. 
nefs theſe things effeRed by the Spirit and 
Power of the Lord , is more than to fee a 
dead body outwardly raiſed to life, and to 
have the eye of che mind opened, and the 
ear of the Spiritual man unſtopped, and the 
tongue unloofed , that can praiſe the Lord, 
and ti Larne to kap as an Hart, and to 
ran the ways of Gods Commandments with 
delight , without ftumbling, weatineſs or 
falnting'; I fay, theſe things being wrought 
by the Power of God in the Inward Man, are 


greater Miracles than the opening ofa blind 


Eye, or un{itopping of a deat Ear, or unlooe 
fing the Tongue of the Dumb, or curing 
the Lame outwardly. 

And to becleanſcd from the Leprous Dif 
eafe of Sin, and to know the Bloody Iſſue 
thereof ſtopped , and to have the Heart 


fprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and the 


Heart 
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Body waſhed with pure Water , and the 
Heart and Mind cleanſed from all that 
would defile, by the precious Blood of Chritt 
manifeſt and known within, where the De» 
filements are greater Miracles , and effe&ed 
by a greater Power, though the ſame in Na+ 
ture, than that which cured the Leproſie 
and Bloody Iflue outwardly 3 and the clean= 
fog, of the- Mind, Heart, and Conſcience, 
and healing the Inward Man of all its Diſ- 
caſes, is more wonderful than the healing all 
outward Diſcaſes whatſoever. 

Now the wcrking of outward Miracles 
are not of abſolute neccſhty in the Church of 
Chriſt, neither doth the Gift thereof always 
attend the Church: and we read of no out. 
ward Miracles wrought by divers Primitive 
Apoſtles , Minitiers, and Teachers, Elders 
and Fathers in the Church : But thelſc grea- 
ter Works and Miracles which Chriſt pros 
miſed thoſe that believed in him ſhould do, 


| they were all Witnefſes of in a meaſure, bee 


ing of abſolure neceſſity to be known 
wrovght by Chriſt, the Power of God, in 


every True Chriſtian now, as then 3 without - 


which, no ReſurreAion to Life, nor entrance 
into the way of Salvation is attained unto 
(let rhe Titnler Chriſtian profeſs what 'he 
will. ) > 


And 
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. Ing together , and knitting Bone to Bone, 
and Joynt to Joynt, and Sinnew to Sinnew, 


and Fleſh grows upon the ſame, and the- 


Breath of Life is received, and a ſtanding up 
is known of an exceeding great Army,which 
ſhall yet increaſe more and more, and inhe- 
rit and poſſeſs the Anti-type of the promiſed 
Landy this was ſceti and pM@pheſied of by 
Exzekjel, and now enjoyed by the True Chri. 
ftian 3, read Chap, 36. to Ver. 14. and the 
Lord give thee underſtanding : Now to wit. 
nefs theſe things cffeRed by the Spirit and 
Power of the Lord , is more than to [ce a 
dead body outwardly raifed to life, and to 
have the eyc of che mind opened, and the 
ear of the Spiritual man unſtopped, and the 
tongue unlooſed , that can praiſe the Lord, 
and tim Lame to kap as an Hart, and to 
ran the ways of Gods Commandments with 
delight , without ftumbling, weatineſs or 
falnting'; I fay, theſe things being wrought 
by the Power of God in the Inward Man, arc 


greater Miracles than the opening ofa blind 


Eye, ot un{topping of a deat Ear, or unloo. 
fing the Tongue of the Dumb, or curing 
the Lame outwardly. 

And to becleanſcd from the Leprous Dif 
eaſe of Sin, ad to know the Bloody Iſſue 
thereof ſtopped , and to have the Heart 
ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and thi 

Heart 
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Body waſhed with pure Water , and the 
Heart and Mind cleanſed from all that 
would defile, by the precious Blood of Chritt 
manifeſt and known within, where the De» 
filements arc greater Miracles , and effeQed 
by a greater Power, though the ſame in Na+ 
ture, than that which cured the Leproſie 
and Bloody Iffue outwardly 3 and the clean- 
fing, of the- Mind, Heart, and Conſcience, 
and healing the Inward Man of all its Dif- 
caſes, is more wonderful than the healing all 
out ward Diſcaſes whatſoever. 

Now the werking of outward Miracles 
arenot of abſolute neccſhhty in the Church of 
Chriſt, neither doth the Gift thereof always 
attend the Church: and we read of no out- 
ward Miracles wrought by divers Primitive 
Apoſtles , Minitters, and Teachers, Elders 
and Fathers in the Church : But thelſc grea- 
ter Works and Miracles which Chriſt pros 
miſed thoſe that believed in him ſhould do, 


. they were all Witneſſes of in a meaſure, bee 


ing of abſolute neceſſity to be known 
wrovght by Chriſt, the Power of God, in 


every True Chriſtian now, as then 3 without - 


which, no ReſurreAion to Life, nor entrance 
into the way of Salvation is attained unto 
(let the Tatnler Chriftian profeſs what 'he 
will.) TD 


And 


Ws 
F, RL 


if 
"4 
8 ia 
+0 LE: 
HY 4% 
' o F> 
© 
4 


160 The true Choiftians Faith 
 __ AndI iill well remember, when I was | 
| Twtular Chriftian, and a Hearer and Diſciple | P! 
of that Generation which now calls upon the | 
; True Chriftian for Signs and Miracles, which 
no Impoſtsr ( or falſe Chriſtian can give) they 
uſed then to acknowledge and preach for 
xs Dodtrine, That the converſion of one Soul to 
God, was a greater Work than the Creat'on of 
the World; and the main reaſon they gave, 
Was,. That in the Work of the ontward Crea- ar 
tion xotbing did reſiſt and oppoſe, God ſaid, Let th 


it be, and it was ſo: But now in the New th 
Creation and Work of Regeneration, God | * 
meets with much oppoſition; he ſpeaks and b 


calls once and again and Man regards it nor, 
be flretcheth owt his: hand all the day long, and - 
the rebciious regard it not ; he ſtands at the 
dooy and knocks, but bis enemy is gotten into 
the houſe, and the door is ſhut againſt him, yet Mi 


he waits to ſhew himſelf gracious, accorde hi 
ing to the phraſc in Scripture, Til! hes h ad de 
is wet with the Dew, and bis locks with tbe hi 
drops of the night; and he woeth and be- Li 
ſeeches with Bowels of Compailion all mane - fl 
: Es kind-by his univerſal Love K 
All have a day and Light, and Holy Spirit, | * 
of Vititarion.  ( he reconciled unto him, | ©? 

| andto turn or be converted 8 
unto him, that he may heal them, reſtore he 


and redeem them our of the degeneration 
which 
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--Þ which they are run in through fin, into the 
> P-primitive eſtate, and pure enjoyment of him- 


[i 


ki, which was before fin entered, or the 


forbidden Fruit was caten , or evil was in 
the World 3 but mankind flights this great 
love, and reſiſts and deſpiſeth this Light and 
Holy Spirit, which would work all theſe 
things in him, and for him. ; 

So theſe things above-confidered, which 
are according to the phraſe and language of 
the Holy Scriptures, it may cvidently appear 
that the work of thenew Creation , being 
accompanied with fo much oppoſition, is 
preater than the work of the Old. In this 
the Titzlar Chriſtian,as in many other things, 
talks a Truth with his Tongue, but is not a 
living Witneſs and experiencer of the fame 
in his Heart therefore when the Trae Chri- 
fizn tells him what the Lord hath done for - 
his Soul, and the mighty Works and Won- 
ders that he hath wrought in him, and for 
him ; how he hath raiſed him from Death to 
Life, from Sin to Righteouſneſs, and tran- 
flited him from Darkneſs to Light, from the 
Kingdom of Satan'to the Ringdom of his 
dear Son 3 and how he hath made him whole 


| every whit (even upon the Sabbath Day) and 


that he now fits in heavenly places with 


him, cloathed in his right mind; and that 
he hath received a good underſtanding to 


know 
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know him that is true, and is in him that is 
true; And that be bath the witneſs of God's 
Spirit bearing witneſs with his ſpirit, that be is 
a Child of God, and a Peſſeſſor of theſe things 
(which things no Impoſtor, Decerver, nor c. 
2#lar Chriſtian can have and poſſels, while fo) 
T ſay, when theſe things are told, and born 
witnels of in the cars of the Titular Chriſtian, 
he flights, and diſcegards , and will not be- 
lieve the ſame 3 but copnts it Deluſion and 
Fanatich Drcams, and Fancies, ariſing from 
ſpiritual Pride, High-mindedneſs, and Vain 
Conceit, and fo deſpiſeth his Teſtimony, and 
the Works that bear witneſs thereof, even 
as the Jews did of old, judge and condemn 
Chriſt and his mighty Works as wrought 
by. the power of. the Devil; So doth the 
Titular Chriſtian in this Age judge, cenſure 
Arraign and Condemn Chriſt and his migh- 
ty Works in this day' of his Power and 
Spiritual Appearance in the hearts of the 
Sons and Daughters of men , wherein he 
hath wrought as mighty Works, and done 
as great Miracles, as in any Age fince the 
Fall of Man, and many are now living 
monuments of the fame; Bleſſed is the 
eye that ſeth them, and is fixed upon the 
Author thereof , to whom be Glory and 
Praiſe throughout all Generations for ever. 
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KIX. The True C, briſtian's Faith and 
Experience concerning the DoFrine 


of PerfeFion. 


PP the Holy Scriptures are divers Pre- 


cepts, and Commands, and Exhortati. 
ons,. not only to Holineſs, 


but to the Perfefing of Ho- 2 Cor. 7. 
line(s. in the fear of God, and z2 
to the preſſing forwards un- Phil. 3. 14, 


til it be attained unto, and a © 
full growth be witneſſed, to the ſtature of 
« perfeft} Man in Chrift Te- 
ſus , preſented to God with- 
out Blemiſh, Spot or Wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing. And it is 
ſaid of Noab,. that be was a 
Juſt and Perfe® Man in his 
Generation, and that he wal- 
ked with God : And God 
feid unto Abraham; Walk be- 
fore me, and be thou Perfef : 
And that Fob was a Perfe&t 
and Jult Man : And in Da- 
vid's thme he bids Mark the 
Perfe Man, and behold the | 
Upright , the end of ſnch is Peace, And 
| wo M 2 - Chriſt 


Col. I. 23, 5 
Gen. 6, 9. 
Gen. 17, i; 


Job 3: 8; 


Pſal. 37- 37: 
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Chriſt exhorted his Diſciples 


Mat. 5. 48. tobe Perfed, gs their heavenly 


Father was Perfet : And 

the Labour and Travel of 

James. 14. the Apoſtles, was, that people 
might be Perfet and Entire, 

Heb, 13.21. wanting notbing,and that they 
might be preſented Perfefl, and 

| be made Perfe& in every good 

2 Cor. 13.9. Work: And he wiſhed the 
Perfefiion of thoſe he wrote 

1 Cor. 2.6, to: And he ſpoke wiſdom 
among themihat were Perfed, 

So the Holy Scriptures contain, not only 


Precepts and Exhortations. to Holinefs and. 


Perfe&ion; but they alſo give Teſtimony 
that feveral did obey them, and attain there. 
unto in Apes paſt: And the Faith and Te- 
ſtimony of the Tr#e Chriſtzan in this Age, is, 
That. Holineſs and Perfefion are attainable 
as in the days of Old, and that the divers 
Precepts and Exhortations in the Scriptures 
thereunto , may be obeyed, and the State 
truly enjoyed, even while people dwell in 
theſe carthly Tabernacles, 

2 Cor. 4-7. they may enjoy the Heavenly 
Ry = their Earthen 

Veſſels, which maybe poſſeſſed 

1 Thefſ. 4.4. mith Fanttificarion peſeſes 
0ur, | NY 

Now 
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Now this is one of the ſound Dodrines 
which the Titular Chriſtian cannot endure, 
comprehend, nor underiiand ; therefore cries 
out againſt it, and ſays, No perfection here ; 
no perfe&ing Holineſs in the fear of God, no 
coming to the mark of the High 
Calling of God in Chriſt Feſls, 2 Cor. 11,2. 
no growing up to the ſtature 
of the fulne(s of Chriſt z no 
perfect Man in Chriſt, nor no Col 1, 22,28. 
being preſented to God as a 
chaſt Virgin, Holy, and VUubla= Jude 24. 
mahble, Fanltleſs, without 
Spot or Wrinkle, To ſum, no being now as 
the Fathers of Old, and the Chriſtians in 
the Primitive times were; no poſhibilicy of 
perfe& Qbedience to the divers Precepts, 
Exhortations, and Commands of the Spi- 
rit of God throughout the Holy Scriptures ; 
this is the language of the Titzlar Chriſtian; 
ſo that herein he commits theſe two great 


evils; Firſt, Notwithſtanding bis pretended 


honour to the Scriptures and holy Men, he gives 
them allthe Iye. Secondly, He with the ſloth- 
ful Servant calls God a hard Maſter, in requiring 
that which none are able ta perform : But the 
Teſtimony, Faith , and Experience of the 
True Chriſtian is quite the contrary , he ha- 
ving paſſed through the Work of Regenera- 
tion, and experienced the divers Workings 

| M 3 and 
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and Operations of the Spirit of God in his 
Heart (in this ſmall Treatiſe before hinted 
at) leading him from one Degree of Grace 
unto another, from one Degree of Faith and 


Knowledge unto another, until he is fully 


ſaved by the Grace, and hath gained perfe& 

Vicory by the Faith, from, and over that 

which made him [mperfect, Sinful and Dehi- 

led, and until the knowledge of the Lord fo 

abounds in him, that it covers the Earth as 

the Waters cover the Sea; and until he comes 

to the Sabbath of Reſt (the Anti-type of the 

out ward Sabbath). wherein he ſpeaks not his 

own Words, nor thinks his own Thoughts, 

nor doth his own Will nor Works, but wit- 
nefleth a.denial of them all, and a putting off 

the Old Man with his Decds, and keeping 

the Bondy nnder , and a Bridle upon the 

Tongue, Nature, Will, Thoughts and De- 

fires, which received the Temptation in the 
Beginning , always keeping them to the 

Croſs, thomgh a Renewing and Reſtoration be 
attained unto, and the flate of Innocency known 
axd lived in, even as in the Beginning before 
the Fall; yet the Will, Thoughts and De- 
fires muſt be watched, ruled over, and (ubje- 
ded tothe Will and Command of God, in 
Truth and Reality , eveti as Chriſt hath lett 
an example, whole Will and Defires were as 
| good, pure, and perfc4, as Adam's _— 
6 |  LOXE 
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fore he fell, and as any can attain to in this 
Age) yetfaid he, when he prayed to his Fa- 
ther; Not my will, but thine, whoſe will he 
came todo. | | 

Now in this Heavenly Self-Denial and 
true Reſignation ſtands the perteAion and 
ſafety of the Trae Chriſtian , all which is 
wrought and effe&ed by the Power and Spi- 
ritual App:zrance of the ſecond Adam in 
him, and for him , who of himſelf can do 
nothing. | 

And in this is his happineſs and perfeQi- 
on, that he is come to ceaſe from his own 
Thoughts, Words, and Works, his own 
Way and Will, and his own Wiſdom and 
Knowledge alſo; for in theſe things began 
his miſery; and while they lived in him, and 
ruled over him, he continued in the miſery, 


. notwithſtanding his divers Devices, and In- 


vencions, and Strivings to get out of it; 
Death, Miſery , and Sorrow accompanied 
him, and clave cloſe unto him, and he could 
never be rid thereof, till he came through 
the Work of Regeneration, through true 
Self-denial and Refignation , to the Eſtate 
which Paz! was in when he ſaid, I le, yet 
not T, but Chriſt lives in me, and the Life that 
I now live, 1 live by the Faith of the Son of 


God. This is the perfe&ion the True Chriftian 


arrives at, even to know Chriſt live in him, 
E- | M 4 and 
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and S$N, and Sin dead, then thisLife of Righ- 


teouſneſs reigns, where once Sin and Death 


relzned 3 and this Life cureth all Diſeaſes, 
and makes a man grow to perfe&ion, makes 
| the Mind found, and the 
A perfet Sign Underſtanding good, the 
where Life reigns. . Heart clean and honeſt, 
purgeth tne Conſcience 
from all dead Works, and brings into the 
Service of the Living God, and makes free, 
and redeems from the contrary, viz. the Ser. 
vice of Sin and Satan 5 and this is a perfect 
fiate, and hath been, is, and may be attained 
unto, according to the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Teſtimony of che True Chriſtian, 
And ſome Tizular Chriftians do pray for, 
promiſe and profeſs as 
The Titulay Chri- much in Words, when 


tian prayeth for, 
2nd profeſſeth per- they pray for a clean 


fe&ion , bur. doth Heart, and the renewing 
not believe 'tis of a right $pirit , to live 


poſſible to attain, a holy Life, and to be 


e111 after the Death 
of the Body : So cleanſed from all Sin, and 


-. ©, his Prayer 1s vain, when they promiſe one 
'and his Belief a for another, to forſake the 
'-Nrong Deluſion, Devil and all his Works, 


the Pomps and Vanities 
of this World, andall the ſinful Lufts of the 
Flcſh, and to keep God's Holy Will and 


Commandments ; this Is Perſc&tion, and he 


that 
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that doth receive a clean Heart, and a right 
Spirit, and doth thoſe things, is a pertect 
Man. 

Now he that profefſeth and witneſſeth 
theſe things before ſpoken of, and hath tra- 
yelled through the Work of the New Crea- 
tion, he can ſpeak of Perfection in Truth 
and Righteouſneſs ; he can ſay, all the Works 
of God are perfect, good, yea, very good be- 
ing a living Witneſs of the ſame,and that the 
Works of Man in the Fall and Degenctation, 
and of the Qld Serpent whom he obeys, are 
all imperfect and bad, yea, very bad , there- 
fore let all that talk of PerfeQtion with their 
Tongnes, and profeſs it with-their Lips, ſee 
that they are in that Faith which is the Gift 
of God, and works by Love, and doth won- 
derful things, though it be but as a Grain of 
Muſtard Sced, it removes Mountains, and the 
effect of it doth away all Imperfedion, and 
makes whole every whit, the cyec being fixed 
vpon the Author thereof, it brings the migh> 
ty from its ſeat , and exalteth that of low dy- 
gree ; it brings to the true Poverty,which — 
many rich, and inherits all things , to the ſor- 
rowing wherein is rejoycing always ;, to the 
having #otbing, and yet poſſeſſing all things , 
to the weakneſs, wherein is ſtrength, to the 
loſs, wherein is gain to the death, wherein 
is life everlaſting . This ſiate Pas] agg am 
when 


170 The true Chaiſffans Faſth 


when he ſpoke after this 

2 Cor. 6. 10, manner, When IT am weak, 
| then am 1 flrong, when dead, 
then alive ;, as ſorroring, yet always rejoycivg, 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having no- 
thing, yet poſſeſſing all things z theſe things are 
as Riddles and Myſteries to the carnal mind, 
and are hidden' from the Wiſe and Prudent, 
but revealed wo the Babes ; who ſuck at the 
Breaſis of Conſolation, and are weaned from 
the Breaſts'of this World, in all its Perfedti- 
on, Glory, and Beauty, viſible and inviſible, 
and are become Children of that Faith, 
without which *tis impoſſible to pleaſe God. 
Therefore if any will -be perfe&, 'and have 
Treaſiire in Heaven, | they muſt become as 
new born Babes, 'feeding on the Milk of the 
Word, and know a growing up in and by 


the vircag of the ſame, to the ſtate of a per- 


fe& man, ont of all Self: will, 'Thoughts and 
imaginations, Self- wiſdom, Riches aud Knows+ 
led:e ; forin the ſtate of Tnnocency , before 
"the Fall, Man was not rich, wiſe, nor ſtrong 
of him(clf, his own will, thoughts, and de- 
fixes, though in themſelves, and in their pla- 
ces, harml-(s, did not rule over him; neither 
did he feed upon the Tree of Knowledge, 
which was and is pood in its place (thoxgh 
net for foed ) but "he ruled over them all, 
 waile he ſtood ia the Tmage of his Maker,and 
obeyed 


= 
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obeyed his Command, he had power over all 
the Beaſts of the Field, and Fiſh of the Sea, 
and the Earth was ſubdued by him, and hehad 
Dominion over it, ſtanding in the Life, Pow- 
er, Riches, and Wiſdom of his God, and out 
of his own here, though he had nothing, 
yet he poſſeſſed all, ſubdued all, bad dominion 
over all, though he fed not upon the Tree 
of Knowledge, yet was he full of Knowledge 
and Wiſdom, to diſcern the nature of all 
things,and to givethem names accordingly 
though he had no will nor defixe , but what 
was to be ſubje& to the Will of God, nor no 
power or tirength given him of God to a@ 
contrary to his Command, yet he had great 
Power, Liberty, and Freedom given him of 
God over all the works of his hands: And 
every Herb bearing Seed , which was wpon-dll 
the Earth, and every Tree in which was the 
Fruit of a Tree, bearing. Seed for meat; only 
the Tree of Knowledge, which grew (not at 
one corner, but) inthe midſt of the Garden 
(even where the Trecof Life it {elf grew) he 
was not toeat of: He that reads, let him un- 
derſiand (for I teſtifie that Moſes, or the Au- 
thor of Geneſis was endued with the ſame 
Divine Heavenly Sight and Wiſdom , when 
he wrote theſe things, as John was when he 
wrote his Book of Revelations z and a mea- 
ſure of the ſame muſt give the nuderſiand- 
ingof them.) | Now 
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Now mankind had nothing to do, but to 
dreſs and keep the Garden,which God's own 
hand had planted ; and this he was to doin 
the Will, Wiſdom, and Power of God, by 

which he became a living Soul,cloathed with 
the Image of God, without any other Cove. 
ring but his Spirit; this was his Glory and 
Perte&ion: And in this ſtood his Joy and 
Felicity, Power and Dominion within and 
. without (in this ſtands the True Chriſtian's 
now. } But when he ſuffered his Will and 
Deſire, and the cye of his mind by the Tem- 
ptation, ro be drawnand allured forth, and 
gave way to the ſpringing up of a defire, to 
know and be wiſe for himſclf,to be ſomething 
of himſelf, this Jet the temptation over him, 
being deceived, diſobeyed his God, even uns 
der a hope of gaining by it , and bettering 
his fate, believing the 
Serpent, who ſaid, Tos 
ſhall be as Gods , you ſhall 
#0t die: Thus Death en- 
tred upon him , thus 
the Image of God in him 
became vaild;\, and his 
Beauty, . Glory, and Per- 
fecion defaced 3 his own 
will and defires no ſooner 
gave way too, but Temptation centred 3 no 


Tne Life and 
Image of God, 
which 44am loſt, 
was inward and” 
ſpiritual ; he died 
not immediately , 
as to his outward 
form or bodily ex- 
iſtence , bur lived 
many years. 


ſooner his own eye opened, but his imper- 


feFion 
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feRion appeared,and his nakedneſs was ſeen 
no ſooner he began to live of himſelf, and to 
will, and to know of himſelf, but Death, 
Miſery, and Ignorance followed, and Shame, 
Fear, and Guilt appeared 3 and many Inven- 
tions and Contrivances, how to cover the 
nakedneſs and ſhame , and excule the guilc, 
was invented : This was the work of tranſ- 
preſſing Man in the beginning , and is the 
ſame at this day among all the Children of 
Men (of what Nation, Name, or Se&t fo- 
ever) who abide in the tranſprefling ſtate of 
the firſt Adam, 

Now the ſtate of Perfe&ion that the Chil. 
cren of the ſecond Adam do attain unto, 
while in the Body, is a true Self-denial and 
Refignation unto the Will of God, through- 
out all Tryals, and over all Temptations ; 
he is a perfe& Man in Chriſt, who is not only 
reſtored and redeemed by him into a ſtate of 
Innocency, Harmleſneſs, and Uprightnels 3 
but alſo in this ſtate is reſigned and given up 
In his Mind, Will, Thoughts and Deſires, 
into the Will of God, as clearly knowing it 3 
ſo that his mind being the mind of Chriſt, is 
eying his Heavenly Father, and his mind is 
ſtay'd upon hims where the perfect peace is: 
And his Will, Thoughts,and Deſires, though 
harmleſs, as Chriſt's were, yet ſubje& to bis 

Father, truly aying as Chriſt did, Not my 
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will, bxt thine. 1n this Rate of true reſignati. 
on unto, and unity with the Father's Will; 
ſtands the True Chriſtian's ſafety and perfe. 
&tion , and that which preſerveth him in 
the lame, is the power of God) that through. 
ly debaſcth Self, ſubje&teth man's. will ; and 
ſaves to the uttermoli through Faith in It, 
And in this fiate of Perfection, as he lives 
and remains, he is cloathed with the Spirit 
of Glory and Humility 3 the greater his at. 
tainments are, and the higher the Heavenly 
place is he fits in, the lower is his mind, and 
the.|cfſer he is in his own eyes and the Sreae 
ter he is in the Kingdom of God, the more 
he is repleniſh'd with true Love, Goodaehs 
and Humility 3 here the greateſt is the Ser- 
vant, a helper of others the higheſt , the 
loweſt ; here the Servant is as his Lord, and 
the Lord as him that ſerveth. And among 
theſe Trae Chriſtians there is no Strife nor 
Diſpute, who ſhall be greateſt; though they 


are Elders, and have Crowns upon their 


Heads, yet they throw them down at the 


feet of him that fits upon the Throne , and 
give glory to him fog evermore., Rev, 4 


16,11. 
W.S. 
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XX. A FewWords, by Way of Advice, 


Connſel and Exhortation, to ſuch as 
are newly turned in their Minds from 
Darkneſs within, to Light within, 


from the Power of Satan within, to 
the TFower of God within, whereby 


the Work, of Regeneration is begun 
within, that ſuch may not miſcarry in 
the ſame, nor fit down by the Way 


 ( ſhort of the Mark of the high Cal- 


ling of God in Chriſt Jeſus ) is what 
follows written, ſerttnſly to be Read, 
Weighed and Conſidered. 


Ender Friend, who art turned to this 
Light and Power, . and art a Bcliever 


in it, and defireli to hear and obey the Word 


in thy Mouth and in thy Heart, to this Light 
thou doſt well to take heed, as unto a Light 
that ſhineth in a dark Place, and as a Voice 
that calleth unto thee, faying, Come wp hither, 
and I will pew thee the Bride,the Lamb cWife. 

In 
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In Order thereto, thou muſt underſtand 
and regard the End of the precious Appear- 
ance of che Light within, though it be and 
appear vnto thee, but as Light that breaketh 
fourth before the Day dawn within, or before 
rhe Dayltar ariſe in thy Heart, yet the End 
- of its Appearance and Shining in thee, is, 
chat thou ſhouldit fix the Eye of Faith upon 
it, and keep thy Mind towards it, till the 
Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar arife within, 
and this is the Star of the Meſſias (and the 
Angel of the Lord ) that will lead thee to 
the Inn, where the Virgin is delivered of 
2 Son, and where the Babe of Glory lyes 
fwadled ina Manger, unregarded by all the 
Gueſts thereof, and thou following this Star, 
_ and finding him, wilt not ſpare thy Gold, 
Incenſe and Mirrh, but offer up thy pre- 
cious Things unto. him, as the Wiſe 
Man did. | 

Acd when the Light within, the Days 
ftar within, hath led thee thus far, thou 
ruſt not think within thy felf, that thou 
haſt now attained tv the Mark of the High 
Calling of God in Chrift Feſns, becauſe thy 
Eye feeth the Salvation which God hath 
prepared before the Face of all People, think 
not with thy ſelf that thou preſently poſ- 
feſſeſt and enjoyeſt the ſame, becauſe of the 


Foy, Delight and Pleaſure that accompanies 
| the 
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the Sight thereof, yet take thou heed ſitting 
down in the Appearance of : Light and 
Heavenly Diſcoveries, and in the bare Sight 
and Knowledge of the Man-Child thar's 
born, but wait thou, and walk in the ſame 
Light within, which will diſcover unto 
thee that Spirit that ſecks its Life within thy 
ſe]f even after it is born, under the Pretence 
of worſhipping of it, (as Herod did) and in 
it thou wilt receive Wildom and Counlel, 
to cheriſh and preſerve it, till the Death. of 
its Enemies, as Foſeph did in the Light 
thou may(t come to read and underfiand 
thoſe Things which are written for thy 
Learning. 

Now whatſoever makes manifeſt, is Light, 
Darkneſs and the Works of ir, #5, and hath 
been wrought within 3 the Light that ex- 
pels the Darkneſs, and the Power that de- 
iroyes the Workcs of it, is alſo to be 


knowa within; and , ; 
thou mult believe 6: None walk in the Light 
continue walking in 1 — ew they 44 7D 
the Light, that thou inet Thought, Fords 
mayeſt FO - and Works to the Light 
Child of itzand abide * ve proved ond tryed, 
with the Powerthat em x. 2 Te 
" from, or are wrought in 


thou mayect know 
& witneſs the Work Gen'er #0, Jolk. 3- #1. 


of it within thy (elf, procceding in Order 
N from 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


from the firſt Day to the ſeventh, or Sabbath 
of Reſt : And thou mayſt underſiand, that 
thou doft not become a Child of Light 
ſoon as thou feclt the Shining of it, and 
beginft to believe and walk in itz!thou muſt 


not only have Faith, but thou muſt add 


unto thy Faith Patience, &c. for thou haſt 
as much need, as ſome of old had, which 
Paul wrote to, when he ſaid, Tow had need 
have Patience, that after you bave done the 
Will of God. you may ( wait ts ) receive the 


Promiſe, and it was after they believed, that 


the Primitive Chriſtians were ſealed with the 


Spirit of Promiſe, the End of Faith is not | 
ſoon attained untoz he that believes mult. 
not make hafi, neither muſt he will nor | 
run, but in Patience wait in the Faith with-_ 


out Doubt and Wavering, till he rcceives 


the End of it, as ſome of old did, viz. the 


Salvation of their ſouls : And ſo thou wilt 
know.as in the Light thou waiteſt, Salvation 
comes nearer and nearer one Day then 4 


\nother unto thee, and wilt witneſs to the | 


Truth of what the Apoſtle wrote, when he 
ſaid, Now i# Salvation nearer then wben yu 
firſ# believed. 

Now tender Friend, J have this princi- 
pally -to adviſe thee of, that the Wiles and 
Devices of the Encmy are many and iny{- 
tcrious, and the Mariherer ariſeth with tht 


Light, | - 
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Light, and*tis againſt thee, who art come t2 
believe in the Light, he -rageth within and 
without, and about thee he goeth as a roar- 


ing Lyon, ſeeking todevour; and as a ſubtil 


Fox to get Into the Vineyard again, and 
ſpoil the tender Grapes; therefore I counſel 
thee to wait low in thy Mind, in that Heas 
venly Principle of Light, to which thou haſt 
been turned, and in which thou haſt believ- 
ed, in this the Devil hath no Part; abiding 
here, thou art as one armed in a firong 
Tower of Defence; keep thou thy ſelf that 
he may never prevail againſt thee by Allure- 
ments, Baits, Snares and Enticements, and 
be can never force thee, nor by all his Strengtb 
compel thee to yield unto him, andobey him. 
But know this, he will ſuic and ſort his 
Temptations according to thy Tempera- 
ment, State and Condition, ſeeing, thou haft 
turned thy Back upon that wherein his 
Kingdom ſtands, and where his Works and 
Will is done, and ſet thy Face Sion-ward, 
and walks in the Light within, that leadeth 
thereto 3 he knoweth ?tis in vain for him to 
appear unto thee now as a Devil, therefore 


will he transform himſelf like uato an Angel 


of Light, and propoſe and promiſe as great 
Things ro thee, as hedid to Eve in Pare» 
dice, it hecan but get thee out of thy Way, 
te Light within ( which caakes him man- 

N 2 ite 
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ifeſt in all his Shapes and Transforming) he 
will prevail againſt thee, ard cauſe thee to 
err, and deceive thee under the Hope of en- 
joying a greater Liberty and a higher Glory 
thus he hath beguiled ſome in this Ape; for 
when and where the Woman appeareth 
cloathed with the Sun, and the Moon under 
her Feet, and a Crown of twelve Stars up- 
on her Head, being with Child, crying, tra- 
vailing in Birth, pained to be deliverd, then, 
and there alſo the great red Dragon with his 
ſeven Heads, ten Horns, and ſeven Crowns 
upon his Heads, appeareth alſo, and with 
his Tail draws Stars from Heaven, and caſts 
them to the Earth, and alſo ſtands ready be- 
fore the Woman, to devour her Childe as 
foon as tis born : Read Rev, 12. 1,2,3,4 
and the Lord give thee Underſtanding. 

So, tender Friend, If thou defireſt to tra- 
vail on with Safety in thy Way and Path of 
Chriſtianity, from its Birth to the Croſs, 
and from the Croſs to the Crown, thou 
muſt walk in the Light, and daily learn of 
the Grace of God within, and keep on rhy 
Armour, the Light within, whereby thou 

' haſt conquered many Enemies within, and 
overcome divers Temptations within 3; and 
bÞaſt known it as an Ax laid to the Root of 
the Evil Tree within, abide thou in it, and 
keep thy Eye fixed upon him that heweth 
I there- 
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therewith, that thou mayelt know its Work 
throughly effe&ed, (viz.) the very Root of the 
Evil Tree cut up; not only its Branches lopt 
off, and the Root ftruck at, but Root and 
Branch defiroyed3 and the Heavenly Plant 
togrow and increaſe into a Tree of Righte- 
ouſneſs inſtead thereof within thy (elf, that 
thou mayeſt fit under 1ts Shadow with Safc- 
ty, and cat of the . Fruits thereof with 
Delight. 

Now, though thou art a Believer in the 
Light, and a Learner of the Grace, and art 
travailing right on in the ſame, towards a 
full Enjoyment thereof 3; know this; That 
thou wilt meet with many Tryals, Exerciſes 
and Temprations in the Way, ſome to turn 
thee out af it, and others to cauſe thee to fit 
down ſhort, and take up a Refi by the way, 
and glory in thy former Experience, Open- 
ings, Sights-and Revelations, and Power 
over Devils, which thou haſt been endued 
withall; ſo, if the old Serpent cannot pre- 
vail in the one, he may in the otherz envy- 
ing thy Happineſs, he will try all Means 
apgaintt thee, to beguile thee, as he did Eve, 
tempt. and allure thee out of a Heavenly 
Eftate, he will hardly befer thee within and 
without; and when thou appeareſt before 
God, he will appear alſo with Lyes and 
Accuſations againſt thee ; Now keep thou 
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in the Light wherein thou art enlightened, 
and in which thou haſt believed, and lean 
thou upon, and truſt in the Grace of God, 
which is ſufficient and preſent with thee, 
and ready and able to fave and deliver thee, 
when his Allurements and Buffetings at- 

tend thee. 

And this Light within, in which thou haſt 
believed, as thou walkeſt in it, will (hew 
thee the Nature and Tendance of the Bait, 
though covered with Golden Pretences, 
and 'the very Hook that's covered there- 
with: So as thou waiteſt and abideſt in 
this Light, in vain is the Snare laid in 
thy Sight, in vain are all his ſubti] 
Devices againſt thee, and in vain are all 
his variable Appearances in order to de- 
: ceive and deſtroy thee, whether he ap- 
pears as a ſubtil Serpenr, or as a Satan 
to accuſe ( as he did Job ) before God, 
or as a Dragon, Roaring Lion to devour, 

' or as an Antichriſt; oron the contrary, 

' whether he appear as an Angel of Light, 
-D———_——— with two Horns, like 
aſt. the Devil hath a Lamb, and in Sheep's 
confeſſed to the Ap- Cloathing; and fur- 
pedrance of Chriſt, & ther, though he appears 
preacheth the Words in, and affumeth the 
ATi bin OP. Foemof Golll an 
Ty preaches and confeſſes 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt in his Spiritual Appearance, within 
in words, and talks of and profeſleth the 
Light within, and the Motion of the Spirit, 
and a Learning of the Spirit, and a Ceaſing 
from Man, and a Learning of the Anoint- 
ing, Light and Grace within, and gec-into 
the, Throne and Temple of God, and fit 
there as God 3 I ay, In vain are all his va- 
riable Appearances, Wiles and Works, For- 
mings and Transformings; as thy Eye is 
kept fingle, thy whole Body wilt be full of 
Lightz and thou wilt be able to ſay, as ſome 
of o1d did, We are not ignorant of his Devices: 
And thou wilt try anddiſcern Spirits ; and 
that Ear will be open that tryes Words as 
the Mouth taſtes Meat, and judgeth the di- 
vers Sounds and Voices, and ſeeth to the 
In-ſide, Root; Ground. and Foundation of 
things that do appear, and give them Names 
according to their Nature,and judgethRigh- 
teouſly concerning them, and not according 
to Appearance only, whether within thy 
ſelf or without: As.in this Wiſdom and 
Diſcerning thou abideſt, thou wilt travail 
ſately on, from Faith to Faith, from Know- 
I:dge to Knowledge, from one Degree of 
Grace and Glory unto another, till thou 
comeſt to be fully gathered from the Eaſt, 
Welt, North and South, and fitteſt down 
with Abraham, Iſaac and Facob inthe King- 
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dom of God: and alſo knoweſt the Son ſur. 
render the Kingdom to the Father, and God 
become all in all 3 then ſhalt thou know as 
thou art known, and ſee as thou art ſeen; 
and Death ſhall hs (wallowed up in Victory, 
Mortality of Immortality; and there ſhall 
be no more Sea, Death nor Sorrow, Crying 
nor Pain, former things being patt away, 
and all things made new this Eſtate John 
ſaw in his Divine and Heavenly Revelation, 
and thou abiding in the Light, and walk- 
ing in the Spirit, wilt not only ſee but en- 
joy the fatne : Read Rev. 21, $22. and 
che Lord give thze Underſtanding more and 
more , and encreafe thy Joy in believing; 
and ſtrengthen thy Faith and Hope, that 
they may be asa Truſty Shield of Defence, 
and 8s an Anchor ſure and ſtedfaft, to pre- 
ſerve thce from all Aſſaults, and from {plit- 
ting upon a Rock or Sands, till thou arri. 
velt at the Haven of Eternal Reſt, and Jieft 
down in the Valley, where thy Breed, yeaz 
thy Daily Bread, (freſh & freſh) from the 
Table of the Lord will be ſure,and thy Water 
fail not, where none can make thee zefraid, 
«where nod Enemy can prevail, where no 
Danger of making Shipwrack of Faith and a 
Gozd Conſcience is, where no D-ftroyer is, 
where 41] Tears and the Cauſe of them are 
wiped away, where Faith and Hope hath 
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an End, and where the Heavenly City is, 
whoſe Gates fiand alwayes open, and yet no 
unclean thing can enter: As thou perſeve- 
reſt in the Light, and obeycſ and followeſ 
him that bath called thee out of Egypr, and 
tranſlated thee from the groſs Darkneſs 
thereof, thou wilt thereby be- led to inherit 
and poſſeſs theſe thirgs; for, Tt is he 
that endureth to the End , that ſhall be 
ſaved. - | 
Now, tender Friend» As thou walkeſi 
in thy Way, the Light. within, the Spirit 
and Grace of God: within, which teacheth 
not only to deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luſts, but alſo tolive Soberly, Righteouſly 
and Godlily in this preſent- World, thou 
art ſafe. But I do adviſe thee notwithſtand- 
Ing, to take.great heed, and watch diligent- 
ly againſt the Enemy of thy Happineſs -In 
all his Appearances, and cfpecially when he. - 
appears under the Form of Truth it {cf; 
with the Words of it in his Mouth, and ; 
with the very likeneſs of ir 3 for I have feen 
him there, and he has beguiled and: be- 
traycd many thereby in this Age, even fince 
we were a Pcoplez and he effected It by 


drawing the Mind from being ſtaid upon 


God, waiting low in his Light, to wonder 
after and detire ſomething elſe, which he 


made appear lovely to behold; the attaining 
of 
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of which, he'perſwaded them, would bet. 
ter their Condition, and encreaſe their 
Glory : ſo, in hope, many, after they have 
been preſented as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, 
have again been fubjeqed unto Vanity, in 
this Age, as Mankind was in the Beginning ; 
and have loſt'a preſent good Eſtate by be- 
lieving the Lyes of the Serpent, who told 
them, They ſhould enjoy a better, ſome he 
hath drawn out on this wiſe, and by others 
of his Wiles, to that Degree of Apoftacy 
and Degeneration, that they arc become like 
Trees twice dead, and plucked up by the 
Roots, never like to grow'in the Garden of 
God again, whoſe Way avd End is Utter 
Darkneſs , out of which there is no Redemp- 
tion. 

Now, his other Wayes and Means, where- 
by he lies in wait to deteive, are more open 
and manifeſt; but his Working under the 
Form of Truth more ſecret and myſterious, 
and more likely toprevail upon the Mind of 
the Simple, unleſs a diligent Watch be kept 
( then when he appears as he is ) By this 
Means I have known him not only get into 
the Temple of God, and fit there, but to 
be worſhipped as God, and exalted above 
all that is called God, or that is worthip- 
ped beſides him. Now, he never got into 
the Temple, nor fate there, nor was wor- 

(hipped 
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(hipped under the Name of a Devil, Satan 
or Prince of Darkneſs, now, nor in an 

Ages but myſteriouſly wrought himſelf in 
under a Diſguiſe, cloathing himſelf like an 
Angel of Light, that deſired and endeavour- 
ed the Good of Mankind; by this Means 
he came, and comes to be obeyed and wor» 
ſhipped, not as he is, but as heappears to 
be. Now, this Temple, where he fits, 
and where he is Worſhipped, is the Heart 
and Minde of Mankind in the Degenerate 
State: And that which doth reveal him - 
with-his Myfery of Iniquity, 1s the Light 
and Spirit of God, in which thou haſt be- 
lieved, working and Operating in the ſame 
place, and conſuming him with the Spirit of 
his Mouth, and deſtroying him with the 
Brighteneſs of his Coming : But this thou 
knoweſt not effeGted fo ſoon as thou believ- 
eſt 3 *tis a Work wrought by Degrees; thy 


Safety and Duty is, To wait with Patience © 


for the Coming of the Lord in that Light and 
Grace which fits and prepares his Way, and 
tzacheth thee how to joyn with him when be 
appears, and to help tbe Lord againſt tbe 
Mighty, and to meet him in tbe Way of bis 
Judgments, by which Sion is redeemed ; And 
{o, as thou here watteft, thou wilt diſcern 
him when he appcars from all the Appear- 
ances of thy Enemy, and be made/willing ou 

ents 


this Day of his Power to yield up thy 
Heart, Mind and Strength unto him, and 
| to (ſerve him, love, fear andobey him, this 
is required on thy Part 3 ſo wilt thuu know 
| him to appear unto thee as a Morning with- 
| ———out Clouds and in his Light, thou wilt 
ſce more Lighr, and know it ſhines more 
and more unto a perfe& Day, till by the 
Brightneſs thereof the whole Myſtery. of 
Iniquity be diſcovered, and the Man of Sin 
deftroyed, and the Temple cleanſed from all 
that doth Defile, and the Myſtery of God- 
lincſs difplayd therein, and Truth and 
Righteouſneſs fit upon the Throne, and 
reign where Sin and Unrighteouſneſs did 
rcign, even In thy Heart, and Mind, Will 
and Conſcience; then will the: Earth re- 
Joyce, and'the Heavens rain . down Fat- 
neſs, and Everlaſting Peace will be in thy 


Dwellings. 


The which that thou mayeſt attain unto, 
hold faſt that thou haſte let none take thy 


therein walk, preſſing forwards to the End 


laid up; and take heed of thy own- Thoughts 
and Imaginations, Conceivings and Con- | 
ſaltations, and of that Will that works g 
not the Righteouſneſs of God; thoſe of 


miles, 
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Crown , whereunto thou haſt attained; | 


of thy Race, where the Crown' of Life is | 


thy own Houſe will prove thy greateſt Ene-'| 


ſuc 
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thy mies, if thou walkeſt not in the Light 
and which diſcovers them and takes up the 
this Croſs that crucifieth them, and is able to 
1 | bring every high Thought and Imagination 
th: | "to the Obedience of Chriſt; and while this 
wilt is bringing to paſs, abide in the Patience, 
"I | hearing the Croſs of Chriſt , which is the 
the Power of God, and keep thy Eye fixed on 
: of the ſame, and look not downward to the 
in | Farth, nor at the Smoak that aſcends out of 
all |: the bottomleſs Pit, and darkens the Air, nor 
0d- | at the Dragon that makes War in Heaven 
and | but joyn thou with Michael the Prince, and 
and follow the Lamb, which rides on conquering, 
did and to conquer ; fo ſhalt thou overcome, 
Vill | and fit down with him on his Throne, as he 
re- | ft down with his Father on his Throne, 
at- | and know thy Enemies made thy Foot: ſtoo]. 
thy And that thou mayeſt not fail hereof, 
| Watch alſo againſi the dead Spirit of For- 
O, | mality; ſee that thy Form of Godlinels is 
thy accompanied and ſeaſoned with Life ; Vir- 
d |. tue and Power; for though Godlineſs is not 
od | manifeſted without the form, yet there” 
1s |, may be a form without the Powers this 
US ! Spirit of formality captivated ſome in former 
N- | Apes, and led them to deny the Power , from 
ks | ſuch they were to turn away then, and ſo art 
of * thou now; for if this Spirit of formality 


C- "| prevails» though a Form of Godlineſs be re- 
es, | tained, 
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tained, as a Form of ſound Words , Plainneſt 


and Decency in Apparrel; Smperfluity of Meat 
and Drinks laid afide, Reſpeding Mens Pey- 
ſons, and Worſhipping them with Cap and 


Knee avoidel, Truth and Light within pro. | 
feſt inWords, Meetings and Aſſcmblings of«-| 
zen frequented +, the Sound of Truth as a love. 


ly Soxp, &ic. Yet if thy Heart be gone a» 
firay , if thou feeleſt not Lite to lead thee, 
if thou takeſt not up the dayly Croſs to thy 
W1ll, Thoughts, Aﬀe@ions, Luſt and'Paſ- 
fions, and by the ſame mortife them 3 thou 
mayeſt be.a meer Formaliti , and thy obſer- 
vingand abiding in thy Form may become 


as abominable in the ſight of the Lord now, 


as it was of old amongſt his once Peculiar 


people the Fews, when he ſent his Prophet 


Iſaiah to cry againſt chem, thcugh they kept | 


and obſerved the Multitude of Offerings and 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and Fajts, New Moons and 
. Sabbath Dayes, Solemn Meetings and Aſſemb- 


lings before the Lord, &c, which was the. 
very Form of Worſhip he once: command- :- 


ed 3 but che Spirit of Death, Forma'ity be- 


ing got into their Hearts, corruptcd them, ; 


So that he that killed an Ox , was as ke that 


flew a Man ;, he that ſucrificed a Lamb, as be 


that cut off a Digs Neck, be that offered 
Oblations, asif be offered Swines Bleed; he 


that burm Incenſe , as if be bleſ''d an Idol; 


the 


— — — 
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the Reaſon of all this was, not becauſe theſe 
Things were evil in themſelves, but becauſe 
the Call of the Lord was not anſwered, 
and becauſe when he ſpake they did not 
hear, but did Evil. before his Eycs, and 


\ choſe that in which he delighted not, yet 
. obſerved and performed the outward Part 


of Worſhip, and fate before the Lord as 
his People, and loved and delighted to hear 
the Word of the Lord by the Mouth of 
his Propher, but not to do. them: Read 
Iſaiah 66. 3, and, Ezekiel 331430,31,32 

Now dear Friend, let this {gre Eyil never 
come near thy Dwelling, in ghy holy Form 
of Godlineſs, which thou haſt been lead un- 
to by the Power , keep in the Yence and 
Feeling of the ſame, in thy Form of ſound 
Words ; keep in the Fear of God nd Ten- 


 derneſs of Conſcience, wherein thou wert 


at firſt conſirained to ſpeak them, eveh in 
the Croſs to ſelf, which took great Of- 
fence thereat yet in Tenderneſs, Love and 
Fear to God, againſt thy Will, and the 


| Pride and haughty Spitit of this World, 


wert thou moved to ſpeak them; likewiſe 
thy holy Form, in not Reſpeding Mens 
Perſons, or having them in Admiration be- 
cauſe of Advantage, nor honouring them in 
bowing with Cap and Knee z wor giving flat- 
tering Titles to Men; this the Spirit of the 

Lorg - 


the brginning 3 fo ſhalt thou enjoy more 


Lord led to in the beginning, keep in the 
fame, and his Preſence and Power will up- 
hold thee in the fame, allo lead thee to 
honour all Men in the Lord, and to be 
ſubje to every Ordina ce of Ma1 for the 
Lords fake, and truly to honour thy Parents, 
and riſe up before thy Elders, and give them 
double Honour, and to be curteous and 
kindly aff-ctionate unto all; this will the 
Spirit of the Lord lead thee to, being the 
Nature of Chriſftiaxity, as thou walkeſt and 
abideſt theyein, thou wilt be like thy Hea- 
venly Father. 

And thy Holy Form of Plainneſs of Ap- 
parel, and thy Avoiding of Szperfluity in 
Meats and Drinks, &c . keep thou with 
that Holy Spiric that led thee thereto; and 
let not the Senſe. thereof depart from thee ; 
ſo ſhalt chou feel the Power thereof accom- 
panylng of thee, and+ working in thee to 
remove that Root and Ground trom whence 
all Superfluity of Naughtineſs did ariſe; and 
wholly mortifie that Spirit that delighted 
in theſe things. 

And in thy Holy Form and Manner of 
M-eting together, alwayes have thy Mind 
TxXerciſed in that Love and Life, Virtue and 
Power of the Lord, by which he touched 
thy Heart, and met with thee therein in 


and 
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and more of his Preſence, and encreaſe in 
Wiſdom, Life and Strength, and all the Vir» 
tues of the Holy Spirit : And though thou 
haſt received an Undion from the Holy 

One, which is able to teach thee all things 
neceſſary or needful to thy Salvation 3 yet 
this will not lead thee to forſake the afſem- 
bling of thy ſelf, with the Lord's People, ac- 
cording to their wonted Manner, nor to 
forſake the Flocks of the Companions, nor 
the Foot- ſteps thereof 3 but to travail on in 
the ſame, till thou comeſt t@ know where 
they lie down at Noon, folacing themſelves 
in the green Paſtures of Life, and there to 
lie down with them, where none can make 
thee afraid, and where no Dcſiroyers are, 
where the Spirit of dead Formality hath no 
place : Here thy Fortn of Godlinefs will be 
accompanicd with Power,and this Evil will 
never overtake thee, as it hath ſome in our 
Age ; who are convinced by the Truth, and 
love the Sound thereof, yet come to. our 
Mectings, and frequent our Aﬀemblies for 
mally and cuſtomarily, even as the Unbe- 
lievers and ignorant People go to hear the 
Common Service, or Studied Sermons; but 


_ receive not the Ingrafted Word, which is able 
' 0 ſave their Souls: So, though they hear 


many Heavenly Teſtimonies and Exhorta- 
tions, they receive and obey them not, nei- 
O ther 
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ther do they grow and encreaſe in their in. 
ward man,from one degree of Grace, Know- 
ledge and Virtue unto another. | 
This Spirit of dead Formality hath alſoaf: 
ſumed the form of Sound Words, and Plain- 
neſs of Apparel, &c. And under this form 
. and diſguizc hath brought forth and effeRed 
much evil, decejved many, and laid a ftumb- 
ling before others , and brought an evil Re. 
port upon the Truth, and thoſe that live 
in it. And this evil Spirit of Deceit, Hypoe 
crific and Formality , hath wrought more 
Miſchief againfWe Truth, and the Holy 
Profeſſion of it, manifeſt within (even under 
this form ) then all open Oppoſition and 
Perſecution could ever effe&., This is now 
(and'hath been in former Ages) the Way and 
Work of the Spirit of Deceit, when he can- 
not prevail by dire& Oppofition and Perſe- 
cution, then will he get the words and Pro- 
feffion of Truth, and appear and work under 
the form thereof; and by the Evil Fruits he 
brings forth under this Diſguiſe, he occaſions 
many, who are waiting for the Conſolation 
of Tſrael, and firifaly oB8ferving the Conver- 
{atiorrof the Children thereof, to loſe their 
Expectation, and to fit down and conclude, 
Theſe people are but as others, and their Way 
is but as other Wayes 5, and they fail in their 
Profe ſion of Holineſs, &G as others do 5 we 


ſee 
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ſee Evil amongſt them, as amonift others, even 
wnder their very form, &c, This hath o:ca- 
 fioned many to take up their Reſt in a Latz- 
tudixarian Spirit ; or to be ready to ſay, 4! 
Men arc Lyars , and Religion a Cheat, and 
ſome to run into Atheiſm it ſelf, But double 
Wo and Miſery will be the Portion of thote 
Perſons, who entertain and'joyn with this 
Spirit of Deceit and Hypocritic, and thereby 
occalion many to ſtumble , go backwards, 
and fall, and ſpeak evil of the way of Truth, 
which is Peaccable, Pleaſant and Pure, not 
only in it (elf, but alſo to all thoſe that love 
It, and obey .it, and become Children of it. 
But as for thoſe, that once knew the way of 
the Lord, and afterwards gave way to the 
Spirit of Evil, Deceit and Hypocriſic and For- 
mality z or that took up the form of Godli- 
neſs to deceive, as in former Ages, ſo now 3 
ſuchare more abominable in the tight of the 
Lord, and more to be teſtified againſt then 
the very Heathes or prophane Unbelievers s 
Falſe Brethren are moſt Perilous, and Hypo- 
crites moſt Olious in the fight of God and 
all good men; and the guilt of Souls lies at 
their door,becauſe of theirgungodly practices 
and evil doings under the Form, Shew and 
Profe(l1on of godlineſs; ſuch, like unſavory 
Salt,are good for nothing, bit te betrod un- 
der foot of m2n, judged and condemned by 
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God's witneſs within themſelves, and wlth- 
out 'by others; and the Knawing Worm 
takes hold of them, and the Unquenchable 
Fire is kindled in their Bowels, and an Ear- 
neſt of Eternal Vengeance they receive, asa 
Fuſt Recomperce of Reward , and like faln 
Angels, are reſerved in Chains to the Tudg- 
ment of the Great day. 
For, my Faith and Bclicf is, That if all 
that ever took wp the Form and Profeſſion of 
the Truth, Light, Grace and Spiritual Mani- 
feftation thereof within, bad flood firm in the 
ſame, and wetcht ag ainſt, ruled over, and kept 
out the Spirit of Enmity, Vngodlineſs, Deceit 
and dead Formalityz and by the Heavenly 
Gift and Power, with which they were endu+- 
ed, bad judged the Serpent in all hiy Appear- 
ences, Formings and Transformings, and 
walked uprightly in the ſarſie, the Eye of the 
Nations bad been towards us; and Yeg and 
Nay had been of great Authority in this Nati- 
on of England bef.re this day; and Truth in 
the Inward Parts, the Law of the Spirit, the 
Rule of Life and Manners Within, bonowrable, 
and of high Eſteem in the Hearts aud Minds 
of Thouſands, mgre then now it iz : Offences 
: have come, and may come; but Wo. to 
them by whom they come, 
So, my tender Friend ( who haft got had 
thy ſpiritual Senſes throughly exerciſed, nor 
art 
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art not yet acquainted with all the Wiles and 
Devices of the Enemy ) for whoſe ſake I 
chicfly write this Epiſtle; this One Thing I 


would have thee ſct-- 
tle in thy Mind,and ful- 
ly underſtand , that the 
Spirit of Satan work- 
ing under the Form of 
Godlineſs,is that which 
bath been, is, and will 
be 'greateſt Water and 
Deſtroyer, and Oppoſer 
of the Power thereof: 
Therefore watch a- 
 gainſh him in his Ap» 
pearance, not only in 
others, but in thy ſelf, 
ſo wilt thou fruſtrate 


At the Gate of dead 
Formality,and under 
the form of godlineſs, 
the deſtroying Spirie 
of Apoſtacy entred in 
the Primicive Times; 
and ſoon ecciipſed 
the Light of the Glo- 
rious Goſpel ; and the 
Old Adverſary effe&- 
ed that by turning 
Profeſſor of Chriſtiane 
t) , which he could 
not bring to paſs by 
Bloody Perſecutions 
and open Oppoſition. 


his Deſign, and be able to keep thy (elf ( as 
ſome of Old did) that the Evil one toueh thee 


nos, 


THE E ND. 
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